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Secular Jews win first round of street battle 

OCCUPIED : JERUSALEM (R) _ Iasi's high court, 
in a move likely to anger ultra-orthodox Jews Kn£ 
poranly barred the government on Friday from clos- 
ing two mam Jerusalem roads during Jewish prayer 
seraces on the Sabbath. Bar Ilian and yunriyihu 
streets have bran the scenes of violent protests by 
devout Jews who had wanted them closed to traffii 
from Friday evening to Saturday night. Ritual Jewish 
law bans travel on the Sabbath. In what left-wing leg- 
islators called religious coercion. Transportation Min- 
ister Yitzhak Levy, an orthodox Jew, said traffic on the 
two sheets would be banned when Sabbath services 
are held, on Friday evening and Saturday morning. 
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Hebron youths throw stones at Israelis 

HEBRON. West Bank (AP) — Palestinian youths 
burned tires and threw stones at Israeli soldiers after 
the teenagers finished Muslim noon prayers at a 
mosque in this tense West Bank city.Six soldiers sitting 
on a bill looked on as about 30 youths threw stones in 
their direction. The stones fell short of the Israeli posi- 
tion and failed to provoke the troops to retaliate. Vio- 
lence has become a daily occurrence in Hebron since 
right-wing Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu won 
the elections May 29.Mr. Netanyahu has made no com- 
mitments on the much-delayed withdrawal from 
Hebron, the last West Bank city still under Israeli occu- 
pation. Former Prime Minister Shimon Peres post- 
poned a March 2S redeployment in Hebron following a 
series of suicide bombings by Islamic militants in 
Israel between Feb. 25 and March 4. 
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King appeals to Jordanians to 
support government decision; 
Kabariti unveils plan to ‘ rechannel ’ 
bread subsidy; opposition sceptical 
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By Mervat Suwadeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Deputies and 
opposition leaders reacted 
with scepticism Friday to a 
government plan to lift 
subsidies on bread and 
compensate Jordanian -citi- 
zens for tbe price hike. 

“Mr. Kabariti 's words 
were reassuring but we 
need to be sure that every 
Jordanian citizen will get 
the compensation and will 
continue to get it. We need 
more guarantees." said 
Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament Sa'd 
Hayel Srour. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti on Thurs- 
day unveiled a government 
proposal for lifting bread 
subsidies but reiterated his 
government's commit- 
ments to compensate Jor- 
danians for the difference 
in prices. 

He said civil servants and 
soldiers will receive the 
compensation in the form 
of salary increases. 

“Any other Jordanian cit- 
izen who is not included 
under these two categories 
will be provided with 
coupons that will be 
exchanged for cash at local 
banks." Mr. Kabariti 
pledged. 

Thursday’s press confer- 
ence was interrupted by an 


unannounced arrival of His 
Majesty King Hussein, 
who appealed to Jordani- 
ans to accept the govern- 
ment’s plan to hike bread 
prices and warned of “act- 
ing without thinking" that 
would leave a “disastrous 
impact” on the country. 

Citing 1989 riots which 
erupted when the govern- 
ment increased the price of 
fuel, the King said: “I warn 
of the danger of acting 
without thinking in some 
situations and getting car- 
ried away which would 
have a catastrophic result, 
God forbid, and would be 
harmful to the image of the 
country in this delicate 
period.” 

Expressing total support 
for Mr. Kabariti’s unpopu- 
lar move. King Hussein 
said the government was 
not responsible for the 
country's economic hard- 
ships and that the decision 
to increase bread prices 
was dictated by the foreign 
debt incurred during the 
1980s. 

“Neither this nor the pre- 
vious government was 
responsible for what hap- 
pened,” the King told 
reporters. “We relied on 
the resolutions of an Arab 
summit in Baghdad, we 
were promised financial 
support for our army... but 
many countries did not ful- 


fil their obligations then 
and ten years later the aid 
stopped completely." 

“It is not a secret that this 
country had to borrow to 
buy arms... this is the bur- 
den and these are the rea- 
sons," he explained. 

Referring to several eco- 
nomic measures which the 
government has taken 
recently, the King stressed 
that these decisions were 
part of an effort to improve 
the economic situation in 
the country. 

“Our concern is to 
achieve a situation where 
we can stand up on our feet 
without depending on any- 
one and to achieve this we 
have to put some effort, 
nothing comes without 
hard work." the King said. 

The debate over lifting 
subsidies on bread began 
two months ago as part of 
government attempts to 
bring down a JD 1 50- mil- 
lion -budget deficit. Tbe 
previous government had 
allocated JD38 million for 
subsidies of food com- 
modities which include 
wheat, rice, sugar and 
powdered milk. Mr. Kabar- 
iti’s government says it 
needs five times this 
amount to subsidise wheat 
and other commodities. 

Mr. Kabariti said that his 
plan to partially lift subsi- 
dies oq bread would ensure 


JD53 million of revenue. 

He pledged to introduce 
a plan to cut expenses of 
various government 
departments to provide for 
the remaining JD100 mil- 
lion deficit 

“There is a need to 
decrease spending in all 
government departments 
and I will present a plan 
that will include all gov- 
ernment departments start- 
ing with my office." Mr. 
Kabariti stated. 

However. Mr. Kabariti's 
approach has apparently 
failed to defuse wide- 
spread opposition to bis 
move. 

On Friday hard-line 
deputies and opposition 
parties rejected the govern- 
ment proposal and vowed 
to pursue their campaign 
a gains t the move. 

“The plan is not practical 
and the compensations are 
not enough," said Deputy 
Hamzeh Mansour, 

spokesman, for the Islamic 
Action Front. "Parliament 
will reconvene soon and 
we will do anything within 
the limits of the law to stop 
this decision,” Mr. Man- 
sour told the Jordan 
Tunes. 

Mr. Man sour's pledges 
were repeated by Deputy 
Tala! Obeidar who said he 
and other deputies opposed 
to the plan would seek a 


no-confidence vote in the 
government if Mr. Kabariti 
went ahead with his deci- 
sion. 

“Bread is a red line that 
should not be crossed,” 
Mr. Obeidat told the Jor- 
dan Times. “The govern- 
ment should look for alter- 
native solutions to budget 
deficit problems” he 
maintained. 

Opposition parties 
responded by calling for a 
meeting on Tuesday for 
various public interest 
groups to discuss ways to 
stop the government plan. 

“We will go ahead in our 
campaign against the 
planned price hikes,” said 
Salem Nahhas. a 
spokesman for a coalition 
of nine opposition parties. 
“We have collected signa- 
tures of more than 30,000 
Jordanians and we will ask 
for a meeting with the 
speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament.” 

Mr. Nahhas said Tues- 
day's meeting is expected 
to produce a mechanism 
and specific steps as part of 
tbe campaign against the 
price hikes. 

Opposition parties have 
previously vowed to use all 
means “that fall within the 
limits of law” to fight the 
plan but warned of an 
“unpredictable public reac- 
tion” to the price hike. 


U.S. searches for formula to Fresh $1 billion 


keep Arabs, Israelis engaged 
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By Lamis Andoni 

BOSTON — The American 
administration is engaged 
in a serious assessment of 
prospects for the Middle 
East peace process in light 
of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
visit to Washington last 
week, well-informed 

sources in Washington said. 

.American officials refu- 
sed to comment on Mr. 
Netanyahu’s visit saying 
that they were not ready to 
give an assessment yet. ’Hie 
American official position 
reflects concern that the 
U.S. will be able to recon - 

Ijcile between its commit- 
ment to its strategic ally, 
Israel, and the continuity of 
the peace process. 

The hardline stance that 
Mr. Netanyahu reiterated 
last week in Washington 
has made this seemingly 
delicate task more complex, 
according to analysts and 
observers. Arab- American 
leaders in Washington said 
that the administration had 
sought to send a reassuring 
si gnal to Arab governments 
engaged in the peace 
process. 

"They (American offi- 
cials) are telling us that in 
private American officials 
have made it clear to Net- 
anyahu that the U.S. 
expects Israel to adhere to 
the land-for-peace princi- 
ple,” said one Arab- Ameri- 
can leader, who preferred 

, anonymity. 

) But other Arab- American 
co mmu nity leaders are 
sceptical that the American 
administration would put 
any pressure on Mr. 
Netanyahu, at least not bef- 
ore the American presiden- 


tial elections in November. 

“What is said behind 
closed doors is not that rel- 
evant if there is no action. 
We don't think that the 
administration will take any 
action whatsoever,” said 
Khalil Jabshan, president of 
the National Arab- Ameri- 
can Association (NAAA). 

The NAAA, which gro- 
ups the major Arab- Ameri- 
can organisations, has 
already issued a statement 
cl amm ing the American 
administration for accom- 
modating Mr. Netanyahu in 
spite of his hardline 
rhetoric. 

American press reports, 
especially in the Boston 
Globe, quoted Mr. Neta- 
nyahu’s advisors as saying 
that the Israeli leader had 
told President Bill Clinton 
that his government would 
not expand Israeli settle- 
ments in the West Bank and 
Gaza but will carry out seri- 
ous negotiations with the 
Palestinians. 

Yet, according to Gary 
Rubin, the representative of 
the Peace Now* Movement 
in New York, the real test 
would be Mr. Netanyahu’s 
policies on the ground and 
the American government 
reaction to them. 

Mr. Rubin, who was 
among American-Jewish 
leaders, who met Mr. 
Netanyahu in New York, 
said that whatever Mr. 
Netanyahu might have told 
American officials in pri- 
vate would mean nothing if 
he decided to pursue his 
publicly declared hardline 
policies. 

According to analysts Mr. 
Netanyahu’s style of pre- 
senting his hardline policies 
to be consistent with Amer- 


ican free market values suc- 
ceeded in convincing 
American politicians and 
most leaders of the Ameri- 
can-Jewish community to 
give him time to put his 
policies to test. 

According to a poll con- 
ducted by the Israel Policy 
Forum last week, most Jew- 
ish- Americans are more 
than willing to give Mr. 
Netanyahu a chance. While 
59.1 per cent of Jewisb- 
Americans questioned said 
they would have voted for 
Shimon Peres in last May 
elections — compared to 
37 per cent for Mr. 
Netanyahu — 61.5 per cent 
said they were favourable 
to the new prime minister. 

His declared slogan of 
“peace and security” res- 
onated well with American 
politicians, from both the 
Democratic and Republican 
parties, who want to appear 
tough on combating terror- 
ism, especially in a crucial 
election. 

His insistence on a united 
Jerusalem was also wel- 
comed by both parties in 
the Congers that had alr- 
eady voted to move the 
American embassy to Jer- 
usalem. 

While Mr. Netanyahu’s 
stance on Jerusalem pro- 
voked anger and concern in 
the Arab World, the Ameri- 
can Congress and Senate 
did not perceive it as an 
indication of Israeli extrem- 
ism since Israeli Labour 
Party leaders, such as Mr. 
Peres, shared the same 
position on the Holy City. 

But by making a very 
forceful stand on Jeru- 
salem. analysts say. Mr. 

(Continued on page 3) 


financing to strengthen 
economic performance 


By Ghalia Aloul 

Special to the Jordanlmes 

AMMAN — The $1 billion 
development finance which 
was pledged to Jordan dur- 
‘ing a consultative group 
' meeting for donor countries 
in Paris on Wednesday, will 
have a significant impact 
on Jordan’s financial situa- 
tion and will strengthen its 
economic performance. 

The amount granted to 
Jordan falls into the three 
categories of soft loans, 
commercial loans and 
grants with some $600 mil- 
lion pledged for this year 
and $400 million pledged 
for disbursement over the 
next two years. 

A high powered econom- 
ic delegation was in ‘Paris 
last week to attend a meet- 
ing for major donor coun- 
tries to secure financial aid 
for 28 infrastructure pro- 
jects which Jordan hopes to 
launch before the end of the 
century. 

The projects, proposed 
under tbe Kingdom’s 
investment plan include 
tourism, water supplies, 
housing, electric power, 
transport, agricultural ser- 
vices, higher education and 
health. 

The Paris meeting rev- 
iewed Jordan’s economic 
situation and praised the 
country’s “good economic 
management and perfor- 
mance of recent years and it 
also praised its role in the 
Middle East . peace 
process,” Adil Kanaan, the 
World Bank’s chief of 
country operations for the 
Middle East told Reuters 
Wednesday. 


He added that tbe financ- 
ing was agreed as a support 
to the country's broad 
reform plan which includes 
trade liberalisation, private 
sector development, pri- 
vatisation and infrastruc- 
ture development 

News agencies reported 
that in reviewing the King- 
dom’s economic perfor- 
mance the World Bank 
emphasised Jordan's need 
to bring more women into 
the workforce and promote 
family pl anning as well as 
focus on education and 
health care. 

The bank added that Jor- 
dan needs to adjust its poli- 
cies to make the economic 
environment more attrac- 
tive to business and foreign 
investors. 

Yousef Mansour, eco- 
nomic advisor at the Min- 
istry of Planning, told the 
Jordan Times Friday that 
the financing of the invest- 
ment projects will boost the 
Jordanian economy espe- 
cially at a time of “uncer- 
tainty in the region” which 
could slow the economic 
growth of the countries of 
the area. He said the 
amount pledged to Jordan 
was more than expected 
and that it would help in 
reducing unemployment 
and poverty levels. 

This year “will be one of 
the best years” since die 
money pledged to Jordan 
was “more than expected.” 
He added that the “$600 
million for 1996 amount to 
10 per cent of the country’s 
gross domestic product 
(GDP)” 

(Continued on page 3) 


Netanyahu due next week 
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Jordan worried ov«4^$ 
Israeli hardline stanfcis 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan, in 
its strongest criticism yet. 
has said Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's hardline 
stances were a deviation 
from terms of the Middle 
East peace process. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim AJ Kabariti said in 
press remarks that Jordan 
would convey concern over 
Mr. Netanyahu’s “tough 
positions” when he visits 
Jordan next week in the 
first trip since the Israeli 
leader's election in May. 

“Jordan will express con- 
cern about emptying die 
peace process of its basic 
content which is die princi- 
ple of land-for-peace, 
which all parties have 
agreed to including Israel," 
Mr. Kabariti said during a 
press conference Thursday. 

“While we agree with 
Netanyahu there could be 
no peace without security 
this security cannot be 
attained without attaining 
just and comprehensive 
peace,” he added. 

Prior to Mr. Kabariti's 
comments, Jordan appeared 
to have been the Arab coun- 
try least worried by the 


election of the Likud Party 
leader, who has rejected the 
land-for-peace basis of the 
five years of Middle East 
peace negotiations. 

Officials privately say 
Jordan cannot distance 
itself from a growing Arab 
consensus alarmed by 
Israel's new hardline poli- 
cies that could damage the 
search for an Arab-1 sraeli 
settlement. 

Amman originally urged 
Arab states not to pre-judge 
Mr. Netanyahu on tough 
electioneering slogans and 
said the Israeli prime minis- 
ter must be given a chance 
to moderate his policies. 

Officials say Jordan's 
position is shifting with 
increasing frustration by 
Mr. Netanyahu's repeated 
adherence to an uncompro- 
mising position on peace, 
raising fears that his poli- 
cies could destabilise the 
region. 

Officials point to 
“provocative” statements 
the Israeli leader gave dur- 
ing a current visit to the 
United States over 
Jerusalem, which has spe- 
cial significance to King 
Hussein. 


Mr. Kabariti. while com- 
mending Mr. Netanyahu's 
readiness ro resume peace 
talks, took issue with his 
“insistence on hardline 
policies in sensitive issues.’’ 
‘These sensitive issues 
should be topic of negotia- 
tions between the Palestin- 
ian and Israeli sides in final 
status talks and specifically 
the issue of Jerusalem and 
Jewish settlements.” 

Jordan is concerned about 
the potential of a flare-up of 
Israel-Palestinian violence 
spilling over into the King- 
dom, officials said. 

They have also expressed 
disquiet over Mr. 
Netanyahu's attempt to 
involve Jordan in his war of 
words with Syria that 
threatens to rupture a cau- 
tious rapprochement with 
Damascus. 

Mr. Kabariti disclosed 
that King Hussein was 
expected to visit Syria 
soon, in die first such visit 
since bilateral ties were 
strained after Jordan signed 
its peace treaty with Israel. 
No date has been set. 

(The King will also visit 
Saudi Arabia, the prime 
minister said.) 







Palestinian security guards keep watch outside the Orient House which houses the 
PLO headquarters in Jerusalem on Friday (Reuters photo) 

Israel to demand Palestinians 
close down 4 Jerusalem offices 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel 
will demand that the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA) close four offices in 
Jerusalem, including that of 
a top Muslim official, as a 
condition for the resump- 
tion of peace talks, Israeli 
media said Friday. 

An attempt to shut down 
the Islamic Affairs Office 
at Haram AI Sharif could 
arouse bitter opposition 
throughout the Arab World. 

“I believe that Muslims, 
Arabs and Christians will 
never remain silent in the 
face of such aggression,” 
said Hassan Tahboub, who 
was appointed by Palestin- 
ian leader Yasser Arafat two 
years ago to head the Islam- 
ic Affairs Office. 

The Haaretz daily said 
Israeli Prime Minister Ben- 
yamin Netanyahu would 
also tell tbe Palestinians he 
would not ease the closure 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip as long as Mr. Arafat 
kept releasing suspected 
Islamic militants from 
Palestinian jails. 

Israel sealed the Palestin- 
ian areas Feb. 25, in 
response to suicide bomb- 
ings by Islamic militants, 
keeping tens of thousands 
of Palestinian labourers 


from jobs in Israel. 

At the height of Mr. 
Arafat's crackdown against 
the militants in March and 
April, some 900 were in 
detention, but several 
groups of detainees have 
been freed in recent weeks. 

Mr. Arafat, asked for a 
comment after attending 
Friday noon prayers in 
Gaza City, said that the 
Israelis “have to respect 
what we agreed upon.” 

Israel’s demands report- 
edly were to be delivered to 
the Palestinians next week. 

The government will tell 
the Palestinian authority 
that it will only resume 
negotiations on a perma- 
nent peace settlement if 
four Jerusalem offices — 
Islamic affairs, education, 
statistics and the PLO head- 
quarters — are closed, Is- 
raeli newspapers and Israel 
Army Radio reported Fri- 
day. 

A Netanyahu aide, David 
Bar-Dan, told array radio 
that the Palestinian authori- 
ty operated at least 40 
offices in Jerusalem. He 
said the activities of the 
Palestinian offices were an 
attempt at gradually estab- 
lishing sovereignty in East 
Jerusalem. 


The Palestinians want 
East Jerusalem, captured by 
Israel in the 1967 Mideast 
war, as a future capital. 
Israel, which annexed the 
eastern sector after that 
war, said it will never relin- 
quish sovereignty over East 
Jerusalem. 

Palestinian Planning Min- 
ister Nabil Shaath, a former 
peace negotiator, com- 
plained Friday that Mr. 
Netanyahu’s government 
was breaking what he said 
were promises by the previ- 
ous Israeli government not 
to touch Palestinian institu- 
tions in Jerusalem. 

“Our institutions are 
guaranteed by the accords 
with Israel, and Netanyahu 
has no right to close our 
offices." 

Faisal Husseini, appoint- 
ed cabinet minister for 
Jerusalem affairs by Mr. 
Arafat, denied Friday that 
there was any official activ- 
ity of the Palestinian 
authority in Jerusalem. 

Mr. Husseini warned that 
if the Netanyahu govern- 
ment refuses to negotiate 
on the future of Jerusalem, 
“that means that there is no 
peace, that the Israelis want 
to go back to the days of 
war.” 



2jtiome & Middle East News 
Lebanese Christians urge election boycott 


Jordan Times, Saturday, July 13, 1996 


BEIRUT (R) — Christian 
opposition leaders urged 
the Lebanese on Friday to 
boycott next month's par- 
liamentary elections, 
denouncing a newly 
approved election law and 
saying the polls would be 
controlled by Syria. 

“We warn you. Lebanese 
people, against taking part 
in these elections whether 
as candidates or voters. 
They are the most danger- 
ous forgery aimed at eras- 
ing the Lebanese home- 
land" Dori Chamoun, 
leader of the right-wing 
National Liberal Party, told 
a news conference. 

“Your boycott is a duty 
and responsibility and it is 


a rejection of humiliation. 
It is an act of faith in 
Lebanon," he said in a joint 
statement with former 
President Amin Gemayel 
and former army comman- 
der Michel Aoua, both of 
whom live in exile in Paris. 
The elections are expected 
to begin on Aug. 18 or 25. 

The vast majority of 
Christians and many Mus- 
lims boycotted the 1992 
elections on similar 
grounds. 

w Parliament approved on 
Thursday a' government- 
backed law taiiour-made to 
ensure the election of 
Druze leader Walid Jum- 
blatL an ally of the Syrian- 
backed government, at the 


expense of the Christians. 

The law divides over- 
whelmingly Christian 
Mount Lebanon gover- 
norate into six smaller con- 
stituencies based on dis- 
tricts. This will ensure Mr. 
Jumblatt's election with 
his pro-government Druze 
and Christian supporters 
because at least two of the 
six districts have Druze 
majorities. 

Under the 1989 Taif 
accord that set out the 
political settlement ending 

the 1975-90 civil war, all 
constituencies should be 
based on governors tes. 

“The next parliament 
will be more hideous than 
today's parliament. Its law 


is forged and rejected,” Mr. 
Chamoun said. 

“The election will take 
place amid the coerced 
absence (in exile) of the 
national leadership and 
under illegal regulations, 
supervised by a non- 
Lebanese authority which 
is politically and militarily 
dominant and exerting 
pressure to achieve its 
direct interests at the 
expense of our national 
dynamic and core inter- 
ests" the joint statement 
said in a dear reference to 
Syria, which has 35,000 
troops in Lebanon. 

"We strongly believe the 
role of the next parliament 
is to pursue the plan to 


dilute the Lebanese entity," 
it added. 

Many Christians now 
believe the 1992 boycott 
simply allowed the elec- 
tion. of an overwhelming 
majority of pro-Syrian 
deputies of all sects and 
left the Christian opposi- 
tion unrepresented in par- 
liament and seriously 
weakened in the state. 

Political analysts say 
more independent or oppo- 
sition Christian deputies 
would be elected if Mount 
Lebanon was allowed to 
vote as a single constituen- 
cy. 


Greece 
firm in 
blocking 
EU funds 
to Turkey 

ATHENS (R) — Greece 
stood firm on Friday in 
blocking European Union 
funds to Turkey despite EU 
pressure to lift its objec- 
tions before Monday's for- 
eign ministers' meeting in 
Brussels. 

“It does not depend on 
me" Foreign Minister 
Theodoras Pan gal os told 
reporters on the prospects 
for a breakthrough. “It 
depends on all 15 mem- 
bers. I tried my best." 

Mr. Pangolos made the 
comments shortly after a 
meeting with Irish Foreign 
Minister Dick Spring, who 
arrived in Athens on Friday 
to apply EU pressure for a 
compromise. Ireland cur- 
rently holds the EU’s rotat- 
ing presidency, 
not Greece blocked in March 
• a 375 million ECU- ($490 
million) EU, aid. package to 
-fAnkara designed to help it 
adjust to a market-opening 
customs union with the EU 
that came into effect in Jan- 
uary. 

Greece and Turkey came 
close to armed conflict in 
January over rights of an 
uninhabited islet in the 
eastern Aegean Sea. A 
clash was averted through a 
U.S. compromise but 

Athens has since blocked 
all moves that will bring 
Turkey closer to Europe. 

Athens has said it wants 
the EU to say that it con- 
siders Greece's borders as 
its own, put pressure on 
Turkey to respect existing 
border treaties and resolve 
disputes through the 

international court at the 
Hague. 

Turkey wants differences 
to be resolved through 
direct dialogue with 
Greece but Athens says it 
will never negotiate its ter- 
ritory. 


Egypt’s A1 Azhar University bans book 
on prophets; police to question author 


CAIRO (R) — Muslim 
clerics at Al Azhar, 
Egypt's highest Islamic 
authority, have banned a 
book about prophets and 
police will question its 
author on charges of 
insulting the messengers, 
government newspapers 
said on Friday. 

The daily Al Akhbar 
said some 3.000 copies of 
“A Psychological Analy- 
sis of Prophets" by maga- 
zine journalist Abdullah 
Kama! have already been 
sold. 

Police seized three 
copies of the book from 
its distributors and proofs 
for a second edition after 
Al Azhar’ s Islamic 

Research Academy (ERA) 
issued a fatwa (religious 
edict) banning its publica- 


tion and distribution, the 
paper said. 

Al Akhbar said die cler- 
ics objected to the book’s 
“depiction of prophets in 
terms that violate their 
religious position." 

The daily Al Gomhuria 
said police would interro- 
gate Mr. Karnal, who 
writes for the Egyptian 
Rose Al Youssef maga- 
zine. 

Clerics from Al Azhar 
Islamic Research Acade- 
my have in the past 
banned books that sur- 
vived government censor- 
ship. usually because they 
contained explicit sex or 
unorthodox attitudes 
towards Islam. 

Intellectuals have criti- 
cised what they call the 
government's submission 


to Al Azhar's conservative 
views. 

Many held Al Azhar 
responsible for the 1992 
killing of secular writer 
Faraj Foda by Muslim 
militants who quoted a 
statement by Al Azhar 
academy saying Mr. 
Foda's writings were blas- 
phemous to Islam. 

Novelist Ala Homed was 
sentenced to eight years in 
jail in 1991 after Al Azhar 
called one of his novels 
blasphemous. He remains 
in legal limbo because the 
prime minister never 
endorsed his sentence. 

Mr. Hamed lost his gov- 
ernment job in 1994 
because government cen- 
sors ruled that his unpub- 
lished book “El Firash” 
(the bed) contained 


explicit descriptions of 
sex. 

Al Azhar's most famous 
ban came in 1959 when it 
objected to “Children of 
Gabalawi” by Egypt's 
Nobel laureate Naguib 
Mahfouz on the grounds 
that it offends Islam by 
including characters clear- 
ly representing God and 
the prophets. 

Newspapers serialised 
the book after Muslims 
militants stabbed and seri- 
ously wounded Mr. Mah- 
fouz in 1994. 

Two militants were exe- 
cuted for the attack on Mr. 
Mahfouz, who was award- 
ed the Nobel Prize for lit- 
erature in 1988. 



AN EGYPTIAN WORKER GLEANS OLD PYRAMID STONES: An Egyptian 
antiquities worker cleans a rock at the site of the 4500-year-old Seneferu pyramid 
Friday with a view of the ‘‘bent” pyramid in the back ground. Egypt will soon reap 
the rewards from one of its best endowed pyramid Gelds when the site reopens to 
the public on July 15 after 40 years masquerading as a military base (Reuters 
photo) 


Religious police enforce Islamic values in Saudi Arabia 


By Christine Hauser ‘ 1 

" Reuter ‘ 

RIYADH — It is dusk in Saudi 
Arabia and the call to prayer 
echoes through the streets of 
Riyadh. A van creeps along in 
low gear, keeping pace with 
pedestrians. 

“Muslims, go pray,” a man in 
the vehicle says by loudspeaker. 

Saudi Arabia’s mutawain. a 
type of roving religious police 
in long white robes and beards, 
are seen by many as necessary 
enforcers of Islamic values and 
behaviour in the kingdom, 
guardian of Islam's holiest sites. 

Mutawain are “like an antibi- 
otic. Some people are ill. Some 
people don’t want moral clean- 
liness,” said Khaled Al 
Sherqawi. a Moroccan teacher 
at the office for propaganda and 
guidance, which educates con- 
verts to Islam. 

Their role is "like an obstacle 
between these people and their 
Satanic deeds.” he added. 

Mutawain. which means 
enforcers of obedience in Ara- 
bic. are government employees 


in- the 1 Committee to Prevent 
Vice ’add Protect Virtue', a Si’mi- 
• autonomous ■ agency .* • -"that 
encourages adherence to Islam- 
ic values by monitoring public 
behaviour. 

They roam streets and shop- 
ping malls, sometimes rapping 
on windows to make sure shops 
close at prayer time. They must 
be accompanied by police and 
can detain people for up to 24 
hours. 

As the custodian of Islam’s 
two holy shrines. Saudi Arabia 
sees itself as having a special 
responsibility to the world’s 
millions of Muslims to uphold 
strict Islamic tenets. 

But it is also home to about 
six million foreigners, including 
one of the largest populations of 
Americans outside the United 
States. Non-Muslims must 
adhere to Saudi rules prohibit- 
ing immodest dress, alcohol and 
mixing with the opposite sex. 

Diplomats say the mutawain 
have become more active, 
including in Riyadh's diplomat- 
ic area, since the 1991 Gulf war, 
when thousands of foreign 


’ troops poured- into Saudi for the 
pish duff ’ended Iraq’s- oectipa- ■■ 
tion of Kuwait. . 

Women especially are careful. 
They are not allowed to drive, 
they risk arrest for being in a 
vehicle driven by a man who is 
not an employee or relative, and 
they must wear a long “abaya” 
rolw. 

‘They (mutawain) know some 
words in English like ‘cover’ 
and ‘wear your scarF,” said a 
Western nurse who wears an 
abaya and like many other 
women says she has no problem 
with it. “I haven’t had bad expe- 
riences. Most of them are really 
nice.” 

Most Westerners live in com- 
pounds where they drink home- 
brewed alcohol, dress the way 
they want and hold parties. 

“Basically you do what you 
want on the compounds” where 
the mutawain are not allowed 
entry, said a British business- 
man. 

But when foreigners leave the 
compounds' high walls, they are 
fair game. Some say they were 
sent to jail by over-zealous 


mutawain because they walked 
■‘out? of a ! compound afthfe wrong -' 
'time!' merging with a groupnoLH 
partytriakers who had. been 
drinking. 

Some women say they have 
been shouted at to cover their 
hair or had a stick waved at their 
bare ankles. 

“I was in one of the shopping 
malls with my daughter, who 
had an abaya on. We were look- 
ing at gold in a shop. Suddenly 
we had a mutawa behind us, 
telling her to cover her hair.” 
said a Western businessman. 
“We ignored him and he waited 
away.” 

The U.S. 1996 human rights 
report on Saudi Arabia, a public 
document, said mutawain “con-' 
tinued to confront, and some- 
times abuse, citizens and for- 
eigners...." It added that there 
was harassment by “religious 
vigilantes acting independent- 
ly” 

It said actions included dos- 
ing shops at prayer times, and 
enforcing modest dress and 
avoidance of video rental shops. 

It said the mutawain expected 


Arab. African and Asian women 
to comply 1 fully with dress 
' code* but 'in recent. years they 
had increased pressure on West- 
erners to wear an abaya and 
cover their hair. 

“They also harassed and 
arrested non-Muslims attempt- 
ing to conduct religious ser- 
vices,” the report said. 

The report alleged that there 
bad been some cases of forced 
entry into private homes and 
physical abuse. It said the Saudi 
government at times tightened 
control over them and instruct- 
ed them to be polite. 

There were no official figures 
immediately available on how 
many mutawain are in Saudi 
Arabia. One diplomat said he 
believed they were recruited 
from the religious Imam Uni- 
versity in Riyadh and another 
Islamic institution in nearby 
Buraida. 

One day in July, vans painted 
with the mutawain emblem 
were parted outside their 
Riyadh office, a villa-style 
building which opens onto a 
courtyard surrounded by a high 


■ wall.ruu J t . J**|.-|| »”!«» VIM 

Fouf " 'mutawaili ” sat" Thrift'.' 
They^JjSt a chaiP l< in the- : leafy 
courtyard for a woman reporter, 
who was asked to pass written 
questions through the door or 
shout them into the room. 

They served sweet tea and 
filled their visitor’s arms with 
books on Islam. After one of 
them checked by telephone with 
authorities, they politely 
declined to- answer questions. 

“We want to answer your 
questions but I must obey.” said 
a mutawa apologetically. 

Sherqawi was more expres- 
sive when explaining their role. 
He prefers to call them “multaz- 
im." which means committed 
Muslim. 

“For example now there is no 
light," he said, leaping up to 
turn off a switch and blanketing 
the room in darkness. “Now this 
is the multazim,” be said, filling 
the room with light. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:00 Moomin 

15:30 Pumpkin Parch 

15:40 Jake / Big Brother Jake 

16:10 — Olympics 

17:00. News flash 

17:02..- — Science* Cartoon 

17:15 Document — La Vie 
Dcvant Moi 

17:30 Game Show — Quc Le 
Meilleur Gagne 

18KK) Serie — Chateau Vailcm 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Magazine — Faui Pas 
Re\er 

19 JO New headlines 

1935 ..The Torklesons 

20:00 Album Show 

20:50 Miami Vice 

21:30 Prism 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 The Bold and the Beautiful 
23:10 Feature film — “Foul 
Play" 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:01 Fajr 

05:3J (Sunrise! Duhu 

12:41 JDhuhr 

16:22 - *Asr 

19:48 Maghreb 

21:21 ‘Isha 

CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 

SweUch.Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annuities tion 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661656. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Terrasancta Church Tel. 

622366 

Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 623541 

Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
.Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 

771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 8| 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Moderate weather conditions will 
prevail with temperatures below 
average and winds northwesterly 
moderate to active. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 18/29 

Aqaba 24/37 

Deserts 16/36 

Jordan VaOey 23/36 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 


Amman 29, Aqaba 37 Humidity 
readings: Amman 63 per cent, 
Aqaba 44 per cent 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Du EsaamAlAsmar. 890504 

De Nidal As’ad .751672 

Dc Khakloun KJoub 816715 

DcO&rnaA) Risen 847289 

Firas pharmacy .661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy .637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy .636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisam pharmacy ....637660 

Nqpb pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

De Maas Abu Bakir 276852 

Al Qnds pharmacy .(— ) 

ZARQA: 

DnNabD AlSafarini 901322 

KhaEfeh pharmacy — .985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 

.661111 

CMl Deface Immediate Rescue 

.630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ...199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 


Highway Police -.843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints >.661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis ........... .623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

- - .661 101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

- 815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

- 813813/32 

Khali di Maternity, J. Aum 

644281/6 

Akileh Maternity, J. Amu. 

— 64244-1/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 
— .642362 


Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmrisani 60707 1 

Shmeisam Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Mnasber Hospital. .667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-AhB, AbdaK 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhqjreen 

777101/3 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (OS) 
523250. 

ARRIVALS 


Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 

77511 1/26 

Army. Marks 891611/15 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
08KNL Damascus (RJ) 

Queen AEa Hospital 602240/50 
Aiml Hospital ... 674155 

10:30 ... 


10:30.. 


The Arab Centre for Heart and 

11:00... 

-.Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA; 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

11:00 ... 




15:45 JVIewYorkAmstetdamt RJ) 

Zarqa National Hospital 
(09)900560 

19:15. 

20:40 

— London. Berlin (RJ) 

Dm Sina Hospital -.(09)986732 
Al Hikam Modem Hospital 

-..{09)990990 

0230.. 


0250.. 


05:30 ... 


IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Other Flights 

13:40 Muscat. Doha (GF| 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

15:00 .. 


— (02)272275 

0>n Al Nafees Hospital 

19*35 „ 
20--35L. 

Amsterdam (KL) 

AQABA: 

20:55 ... 
21-10 


Princess Hava Hospital 

21:15 ... 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

22:35 .... 
2355 ._ 

Lamaca(CY) 

QUEEN ALIA 

03:00 ... 


INTERNATIONAL 

03:00 


AIRPORT 

03-JO 


This information is supplied by 




06 JO — .Tel Aviv (LY) 

Royal Wings IRYV) Flights 
09:50 Aqaba (QAIA — proceeds 
to Marita airport at 10:00 am.) 
(RW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:15 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

06:35 Beirut tRJ) 

08:00 Bangkok (RJ) 

09:45 Istanbul (RJ) 

12:00 — Vienna (RJ ) 

Lh30 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

* 2:30 J\msBrtfam.Giicgo(RJ) 

13:00 Geneva. Madrid (RJ") 

13:10 Paris (RJ) 

15:1 5 Biurefc. Amaatfcm (Rl) 

13: *5 Cairo (RJ) 

14:05 .London (RJ) 

21:10 JLamaca(RJ) 

41:10 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:45 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

22:00 Dhahran (add) (RJ) 

22:20 AbuDhabLDitoi(RJ) 

Other Flights 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

14:30 -AhiDhdi Bahrain (GF) 

1 5^0 Riyadh (SV) 

10:00 Vienna (OS) 

20:45 Kuwait (KL) 

21:25 Cairo (MS) 

23:30 LamacaiCYi 

23:55 ftris. DarrttORf AF) 

04:00 Amsterdam (KL) 

04:0° Rome 1AZ) 

ftfc30 .Amalia mo 

®® : 4° London (KJ) 

07:25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

20 JO -Aqaba (RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. Amman 8:00 a.m. every | 
Monday 
Ait. Damascus 5:00 pan: every | 
Monday 
Dep. Damscus 7 JO am. every j 
Sunday 

Air. Amman 5:00 pm every j 
Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 


Apncot 

.800/500 

700/500 


.600/600 

Banana (mukhammar) ^520/520 

Banana (imported) 830/600 

Cabbase J.1O/140 

Carrot 

130/80 

Cauliflower. 

Cucumber (large) .- 
Cucumber (small) „ 
Eggplant 

.220/160 

140/80 

,....-240/140 
200/120 

Garlic 

.650/400 

Lemon 

..680/450 

Marrow (large) 

200/120 

Marrow (small) .. . 

.—330/200 

Mulukhiah 

„ J50/100 

Onion (dryi 

_13(M0 

Okra 

.750/500 

Orange.... 

_400/3000 

Plumb. 

.330/200 

Pea. 

Peach 

.......380/250 

670/400 

Pepperthoti... . 

.340/220 


320/220 

Potato 

_.27(W80 

String Bean 

_ 360/250 

Sweet melon _ 
Tomato 

220/150 

120/70 


Water melon 100/70 
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Home News 


Queen joins Bosnian women in Thzla 
commemoration of Srebrenica women 




?v*~ ? 
-fe- 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A dele- 
gation headed by Her 
Majesty Queen Noor, U.S. 
Ambassador to Austria S wa- 
il ee Hunt and Italy’s Com- 
missioner to the European 
Union Emma Bon inn Thurs- 
day joined thousands of 
Bosnian women in Tuzla to 
commemorate the fall of 
Srebrenica, bringing with 
them economic develop- 
ment aid and international 
donations from countries 
throughout the world, a 
Royal Court statement said. 

The donations included 
four tonnes of medical sup- 
plies from Jordan, half of 
which were donated by the 
Jordanian Pharmaceuticals 
Company; $2.5 million 
from the European Union; 
$100,000 from Pakistan as 
well as funds for women's 
economic development pro- 
jects; equipment for a child- 
care centre from the Furnish 
government; several thou- 
sand dollar “micro-enter- 
prise” loan funds from Bank 
Austria and Creditanstalt 
and a computer training lab- 
oratory from IBM, the state- 
ment said. 

This visit came in com- 
memoration of July 11, 
1995, in Srebrenica, when a 
United Nations “safe 
haven,” fell to advancing 
Serb forces. 

The women and children 
of the town were separated 
from their menfolk and 
allowed to walk across near- 
by front lines to areas con- 
trolled by Bosnian govern- 
ment forces. 

The men disappeared. 

At least 6,000 but possibly 
as many as 10,000 unarmed 
Muslim men and boys were 
killed after the fall of Sre- 
brenica and buried in about 
a dozen mass-graves dotted 
throughout the hills sur- 
rounding the town. 

The organisers of fotei*. 
commemorative event were 
Bosnian, women refiig^ps,, ; 
now living in Tuzla, who 
had invited Serb and Croat 
women to be with them, 
saying simply “we are all 
mothers” 

They created a giant ban- 
ner embroidered with the 
names of their missing boys 
and men as a symbol of their 
unity in grief. 

Joined by the Vice-Presi- 
dent of Bosnia-Herzegovina 
Mr. Ganic, Bosnian and 
international officials and 
women activists, the women 
welcomed the delegation to 
Tuzla, the statement said. 

According to the state- 
ment, in a speech Queen 
Noor assured the women of 
Srebrenica that they are not 
alone, saying that “the 
women of our land too, 
have repeatedly borne the 
consequences of war and 



Her Majesty Queen Noor looks at small banners with names, year of birth and birth- 
place of m issin g Srebrenica men during a commemoration of the first anniversary of 
the bloody fall of Srebrenica, at the sports arena in Ttazla Thursday. The interior of 
the sports hall was covered with thousands of such banners. World women leaders 
joined some 6,000 Bosnian Muslim refugee women for the ceremony (Reuters photo) 


upheaval; they too have had 
to rebuild lives and commu- 
nities shattered by years of 
strife.” 

Reciting the verse (200) 
from Surat A1 Imran, 
“Believers, be patient and 
forebear. Stand firm in your 
faith and fear God so that 
you may triumph,” the 
Queen called on the women 
to reach out to a new future 
and forge a new life, with 
the assurance that their 
cause and suffering will 
never be forgotten. 

The Queen appealed to all 
parties to implement the 
Dayton accords, in particu- 
lar those provisions con- 
cerning the refugees and the 
displaced 

She said that the War 
Crimes Tribunal in the 
Hague" affirms our collec- 
tive wall that savagery and 
barbarism must not be toler- 
ated by the community of 
nations." 

According to the state- 
ment, Queen Noor also 
highlighted Jordan's on- 
going support to the peoples 
of Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

At the outset, Jordan had 
called for a diplomatic solu- 
tion to the conflict and for 
global action to stop the 
genocide and human suffer- 
ing in Bosnia. Since 1992, 
the Jordan Hashemite Relief 
Organisation has been send- 
ing food blankets, medical 
supplies and equipment to 
Bosnia. In 1993. Jordan 
hosted 94 Bosnian refugee 
families and provided them 
with housing, medical care 
and education. 

The one-day telethon last 
year raised JD4.5 million as 
well as food medical sup- 


‘Deputies to discuss 
ethics of journalism’ 


AMMAN (J.T. iH-In 
another informal session, 
this one on Monday, 
deputies wall look into the 
ethics of journalism, said 
Lower House Speaker 
Saad Hay el Srour. 

In announcing the meet- 
ing on Thursday, Mr. Srour 
said the deputies are 
expected to discuss what 
he called u certain practices 
on the part of local news- 
papers concerning national 
unity and also some news- 
papers’ coverage of topics 
that are considered offen- 
sive to the public taste and 
ethics of Islam.” 

“Such behaviour on the 
pan of the press must be 
reviewed and scrutinised 
by parliament members 
who have a serious respon- 
sibility and duty to the 
nation under the Constitu- 
tion, and to find practical 
solutions that would end 
such raalpractices,'’added 
Mr. Srour. 

Mr. Srour said “parlia- 
ment is keen on enabling 
die local press to function 
in a climate of democracy 
and in a manner that would 
secure for the media the 
right atmosphere to cany 
out its mission in serving 
the nation.” 

The Monday meeting, he 
said, will be a good oppor- 
tunity for the deputies to 


exchange ideas on these 
two questions adding that 
“our responsibility is a 
common one as parliamen- 
tarians and we should 
cooperate in avoiding blun- 
ders and seek ways to put 
matters right through 
democratic dialogue.” 

It was during last week’s 
informal parliament meet- 
ing in the presence of 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti that Mr 
Srour brought up the idea 
of convening a special 
meeting to discuss these 
two issues. 

Under the Press and Pub- 
lication Law of 1992, “the 
media is restricted or pro- 
hibited from the publica- 
tion of articles or materials 
that might harm national 
unity or instigate crime or 
increase hatred and con- 
flict in society ” 

Parliament is currently in 
recess, but informed 
sources say that it will be 
summoned for an extraor- 
dinary session on July 15 
during which only topics 
listed in a Royal Decree 
can be discussed, in accor- 
dance with the Constitu- 


plies, clothes, building sup- 
plies, television and com- 
puter equipment. The Queen 
expressed her pride in the 
courage of the Jordanian 
peace keeping troops, wbo 
have been serving in the for- 
mer Yugoslavia since 1992. 

Ambassador Swanee Hunt 
recalled bow. on the day 
Srebrenica fell to the Serb 
forces, she received a call 
from Queen Noor who said, 
“if we only watch this on the 
news, then we’re guilty too " 

The Queen had called 
Ambassador Hunt as the lat- 
ter had assisted her in get- 
ting Bosnian children out of 
die country for medical 
treatment. This resulted in 
the establishment of the 
“Women of Srebrenica Pro- 
ject” with a steering com- 
mittee chaired by. Queen 
Noor. Swanee -Huai . and 
Emma Banina - c r,u»; 

According to Ambassador 
Hunt, the committee’s co- 
chairs sent out an open letter 
to first ladies, heads of state 
and prominent personalities 
asking fnr their support and 
drawing *vii attention to 
the pligi.i o;jhe women of 
Srebrenica. 

She added that the Tuzla 
commemorative event came 
on the heels of U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton's 
announcement at the G-7 
meeting of a $5 million 
donation to fund the Bosn- 
ian women's initiative, a 
portion of which will be 
allocated for economic 
development projects for the 
women of Srebrenica. 

The ambassador conclud- 
ed her speech saying that 
this delegation to Tbzla rep- 
resents 500 international 


women leaders, who have 
come “to honour your boys 
and men and to pray that the 
banner you have so painful- 
ly embroidered will become 
a blanket to comfort and 
warm the children of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina.” 

Commissioner Emma 
Bonino reaffirmed the com- 
mitment of the European 
Humanitarian Organisation 
to the women of Bosnia to 
help them “build a future of 
peace, justice and tolerance 
for yourself and your chil- 
dren.” 

The statement also said 
that there are 30,000 sur- 
vivors of the Srebrenica 
massacre living in the area 
of Tuzla in temporary ill- 
equipped refugee camps. 

The survivors are mothers, 
si^te/s,. daughters and wjves . 
who; are-desperate- to know- 
thoifqtP^J’f their missing men 
andnto. have those responsi- 
ble brought to justice. 

They are women on whom 
their community’s entire 
fate depends and who sim- 
ply want to go home. 

According to the U.N. 
High Commission for 
Refugees, only 70,000 of 
the 2 million refugees and 
displaced persons have 
returned to their homes and 
ethnic cleansing is still 
being continued on a local 
level. 

According to the state- 
ment, Queen Noor was 
accompanied by HRH 
Prince Zeid Ben Raad, wbo 
had served in the former 
Yugoslavia for two years as 
the United Nations’ Political 
Affairs Officer. 


Tabloid editor to stand 
trial on slander charges 


By Rana Hussemi 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Na’el Salab, 
editor of a weekly tabloid, 
will stand trial at the 
Amman Coun of First 
Instance in the next few 
weeks on charges of slander 
and lack of accuracy in 
reporting. Mr. Salab was 
arrested Thursday at the A1 
Haqika offices. 

Prosecutor General Jamal 
Zogby said he issued the 
arrest order after the director 
of the Customs Department, 
Nazmi Abdullat, com- 
plained that the weekly 
newspaper. AI Haqika (the 
Truth), published an article 
accusing Mr. Abdullat and 
the department employees 
of being involved in bribery. 

In its report, the four- 
month-old tabloid charged 
that the director of the Cus- 
toms Department and its 
employees were committing 
violations and were accept- 
ing bribes. 

According to Mr. Zogby, 
when interrogated, Mr. 
Sal ah said be had no sources 
or evidence to support his 
allegations in the article that 
was recently published and 
entitled “Serious violations 
in the Customs Depart- 
ment.” 

Mr. Zogby added that the 


prosecution completed its 
investigations and that the 
case was transferred to the 
First Instance Court and a 
date will be set soon to start 
hearing the case. 

The formal charges 
against Mr. Salah, 24, 
include overlooking objec- 
tivity, honesty and accuracy 
in reporting ou news, pub- 
lishing inaccurate news, 
slandering individuals, and 
tarnishing the reputation and 
dignity of public employees 
while performing their 
duties. 

A request to free Mr. 
Salah on bail Thursday was 
turned down by the prosecu- 
tor general. 

If convicted, Mr. Salah 
could be sentenced to up to 
two years in prison, Mr. 
Zogby told the Jordan Times 
Friday. 

On Thursday Reporter 
Sans Frontiers, the Paris- 
based special interest group 
which promotes journalists' 
rights worldwide, appealed 
to His Majesty King Hus- 
sein to defend press free- 
doms and protested against 
the detention of Mr. Salah. 

In a letter to the King the 
organisation said: 

“Reporters Sans Frontiers 
asks you to use your influ- 
ence to secure the immedi- 
ate release of Na’el Salah.” 
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Jordan, 
Yemen 
start money 
transfer 
service 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
and Yemen started exchang- 
ing postal money transfers 
as of July 11. in implemen- 
tation of an agreement con- 
cluded earlier between both 
countries, according to 
Minister of Post and 
Telecommunications Jamal 
Saraireh. Mr. Saraireh said 
that, under the agreement, 
post offices in Jordan will 
accept money transfers up 
to JD 2S0 each, to be sent to 
Yemen, and the Yemeni 
post offices will accept 
cash transfers up to $ 500 to 
be sent to Jordan. Yemen is 
the ninth country with 
which Jordan exchanges 
money transfers via their 
respective postal sy ferns. 
The other countries are 
Morocco, Egypt, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Algeria, Qatar, 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), and Japan. 


Deputies visit RJ 
say report due in 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
chairman of a parliamen- 
tary study committee Fri- 
day said that the commit- 
tee would submit its “thor- 
ough and unbiased" report 
on the status of Rojral Jor- 
danian (RJ) to parliament 
in its upcoming October 
session. 

Members of the commit- 
tee met with RJ President 
and Chief Executive Offi- 
cer Nader Dahabi as well 
as other senior assistants 
during a visit to the recent- 
ly opened Dispatch Centre 
and the City Terminal. 

Responding to questions 
from the press on the 
progress of the examina- 
tion of RJ operations and 
administration. Dr. 

Mohammad Abu Aleem 
said the study was coming 
along well, adding that “in 
its investigations, the com- 
mittee does not seek to 
level accusations at any 
party, but rather it is con- 
ducting a national service 
as requested by the Lower 
House and will present 


their findings in a full and 
clear picture which should 
satisfy the deputies' quest 
for the truth.” 

According to Dr. Abu 
Aleem, “the committee is 
also finalising a study on 
RJ's plans for restructur- 
ing its operations and 
activities as well as 
rescheduling its debts." 

He said that during Fri- 
day’s visit, commitee 
members had an opportu- 
nity to pose questions to 
Mr. Dahabi, particulary on 
the new City Terminal and 
its advantages to RJ pas- 
sengers. 

Dr Aleem said panel 
members were satisfied 
with Mr. Dahabi 's 
responses and quoted him 
as saying that 17 per cent 
of the RJ passengers cur- 
rently use the facility and 
be expects increasing 
□umbers of passengers to 
turn to the Seventh Circle 
station. 

Last March, the five- 
member committee came 
under criticism by local 


facility, 

fall 


newspaper columnist 
Fahed Fanek. Dr. Fanek 
said the 12-day trip to 
Europe during which the 
committee visited RJ 
offices in Madrid, London 
and Rome was a waste of 
public funds that would 
achieve no purpose. 

Dr. Fanek said the trip 
was unnecessary because 
the deputies'" could have 
reviewed all the facts they 
needed about the national 
airline from its headquar- 
ters in Amman. 

But Dr. Aleem said at the 
time that the parliament 
found it necessary to send 
the committee to Europe 
after receiving numerous 
complaints about RJ’s out- 
stations; performance in 
both Arab and foreign 
countries. 

Dr. Abu Aleem had said 
that the committee would 
continue its mission 
regardless of any criti- 
cisms and would seek to 
provide all necessary 
information about RJ’s 
position. 


Award of refinery contract appropriate, says Dabbas 


By Samir Ghawi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Ahmad Bashir, 
secretary-general of the Min- 
istry of Energy and Mineral 
Resources, Friday stressed 
that the decision to award die 
contract for building a refin- 
ery at Aqaba to Corporate 
Holdings of America (CHA), 
was appropriate and was 
based on intensive studies 
that gave the highest atten- 
tion to the interest of the 
country. 

Speaking to the Arabic 
daily Al Dus tour, Mr. Bashir 
.stud ;..CJiA: .was a. .holding 
company, with a $ 1 .5- billion 
capital* He was responding 
to allegations by the presi- 
dent of die Dallas-based con- 
sultancy Hutchison Group, 
the firm that lost the bid, that 
his group, which includes 
Texas-based construction 
firm H~B. Zachry 
International and California- 
based engineering group Par- 
sons Corp., was unjustly 
treated by the ministry when 


Tokyo 

gathering 

looks at 

Jordan’s 

investment 

climate 


TOKYO (Petra) — A one- 
day symposium aimed at 
promoting investments in 
Jordan, and sponsored by 
the Jordanian embassy 
here, the United Nations 
Industrial Development 
Organisation (UNIDO) and 
the Japanese Institute for 
Foreign Investments, was 
held Friday. 

Addressing the sympo- 
sium, which was held as 
pan of a special pro- 
gramme agreed upon by 
the Jordanian embassy in 
Tokyo and the UNIDO 
office, was Jordanian 
Ambassador to Japan 
Farouq Qasrawi, wbo 
reviewed the latest govern- 
ment measures and facili- 
ties to encourage invest- 
ments in Jordan. 

Also addressing the sym- 
posium was Director of the 
Studies Unit at the Invest- 
ment Encouragement 
Department M ohammad 
Jawabrah, who spoke about 
new Jordanian economic 
legislation, including the 
Investment Encouragement 
Law and related regula- 
tions, the revised Income 
Tax Law, and customs 
exemptions, all meant to 
promote foreign invest- 
ment in Jordan. 

A second symposium 
will be held on Aug. 1 in 
Osaka in cooperation with 
the International Trade 
Centre at Osaka. 


it selected CHA for the pro- 
ject. 

In an interview with the 
Arabic weekly Shihan, Ener- 
gy and Mineral Resources 
Minis ter Hashera Dabbas 
confirmed what his secre- 
- tary- general has told Al Dus- 
cour and denied as untrue that 
CHA was a weak company 
and that its capital was limit- 
ed to enable it to cany out 
this project He stressed that 
“until now there are no prob- 
lems regarding the company 
which was recommended to 
us by the U.S. government” 

Noting that the company 
was. , recommended. by the 
.. . UiS. commerce cfilef, who 
-confirmed information, 
abd that the ILS- ambassador 
and the economic attache at 
the U.S. embassy were pre- 
sent when the preliminary 
agreement was signed. Dr. 
Dabbas asked: “Is it logical 
that these Americans recom- 
mend a non-existent compa- 
ny?" 

Asked about the compa- 
ny’s capabilities and special- 


ity, the minis ter told S hihan 
that all companies have 
“people who do the financing 
and people who do the 
administration.... that means 
you cannot find a specialised 
company in all these areas 
for this project-” 

The minister indicated that 
CHA will be submitting a 
performance guarantee by 
the middle of this month, 
although he did not mention 
what would be its value. “We 
will agree to it. Truthfully we 
are not paying a single fils. 
This project will be built and 
financed from outside. Jor- 
.dan^h^sjiotipaid, a ffis.” I • 
"Dr. Dabbas described as«a- 
lie and untrue allegations th!at 
the agreement will siphon 
out $700 million from the 
local liquidity. He explained 
that CHA opened the oppor- 
tunity for Jordanians, if they 
wanted, to buy shares in the 
project, and if they are not 
willing, nobody will force 
them to buy. “The financing 
will come from outside," he 
emphasised. 


Replying to another ques- 
tion, Dr. Dabbas said the 
company was free to buy the 
equipment from anywhere 
because the refinery 
belonged to them and Jor- 
dan's involvement was in 
providing the site. 

He denied that the second- 
U.S. competitor (hat lost die 
bid had offered better terms 
especially the employment of 
15,000 Jordanians. “Don’t 
listen to them. They did not 
offer anything and 1 chal- 
lenge them if they had 
offered anything." 

The minister said that the 
■‘'company Js;J993 registration 
date- was>3iot< important and 
•all that matters -is its $1.2 bil- 
lion capitsrfvigWe have offi- 
cial documents from the U.S. 
administration to prove that” 

Dr. Dabbas told the inter- 
viewer who asked him about 
rumours fhar commissions 
were paid to Jordanians: 
“Fear God. Whoever told 
you this is a liar. No com- 
missions were paid and none 
will be,” he emphasised. 


U.S. seeks formula to keep Arabs, Israelis engaged 


(Continued from page 1) 

Netanyahu placed the Clin- 
ton administration in an 
awkward position for fear 
that a premature discussion 
of the issue, prior to the 
start of the final status 
negotiations, could serious- 
ly undermine the peace 
process. 


“The administration has 
yet to find a way out of this 
awkward situation. It will 
have to reassure the Arabs 
that the peace process is 
meaningful but without 
casting doubts on its com- 
mitment to the security of 
Israel," said a well- 
informed American source. 

A group of over 150 rab- 


bis, from the Jewish Peace 
Foundation, have called on 
the administration to cut 
down aid to Israel if the 
current government exp- 
anded the Israeli settle- 
ments but the Clinton 
administration was unlikely 
to heed such calls. 


Fresh financing to boost economy 


(Continued from page 1) 

Dr. Mansour noted that 
the money will not be dis- 
bursed to the Kingdom in 
one lump sum saying that it 
will be transferred at each 
stage of the development of 
each project. 

He said that most of the 
projects were proposed in 
the Middle East and North 
Africa economic summit 
(MENA) which was held in 
Amman in October 1995. 

In a press conference on 
Thursday, Prime . Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti told 
reporters that the aid to Jor- 
dan was accounted for in 
the budget adding that the 
decision to grant $1 billion 
was conditional on Jordan's 
ability to continue with its 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF)-sponsored eco- 


nomic reform programme. 

The meeting in Paris, 
which was attended by 40 
countries as well as the 
IMF, the World Bank and 
other international institu- 
tions, was the third to be 
organised by donor coun- 
tries to study the King- 
dom’s economic perfor- 
mance. 

Jordan this year started a 
new three-year economic 
reform programme which 
will allow it to receive $295 
million extended fund faciK 
ities in return for steps to 
further liberalise the econo- 
my. 

An IMF official has 
recently said that the King- 
dom was meeting the target 
of the IMF-agreed reforms 
and was heading towards 
a ttainin g the 6.5 per cent 
economic growth forecast 


for 1996. 

He added that Jordan was 
on track towards meeting 
its target of bringing its for- 
eign reserves to $600 mil- 
lion which can cover foe 
import bill for three 
months. 

The structural reform pro- 
gramme follows successful 
efforts for monetary stabili- 
sation that were agreed 
with foe IMF. 

The Jordanian delegation 
to foe meeting in Paris was 
headed by Minister of Plan- 
ning Rima Khalaf who was 
accompanied by Minister 
of Finance Marwan Awad, 
Central Bank Governor 
Ziad Fariz, Economic Advi- 
sor at foe Prime Ministry 
Basem Awadallah as well 
as other officials. 
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4 World News 

Russians bombard Chechen village 


OUTSIDE GEKHI, Russia <R) — Russian planes dropped 
bombs on the Chechen village of Gekiii on Friday despite 
assurances by local people that rebel fighters had left it. 

Reuter correspondent Alastair MacDonald saw three 
bombs hitting the village and sending orange clouds of 
smoke and dust into the skies. There was no immediate 
information on casuaities. 

Villagers, waiting in scorching sun at a military cordon 
and barred from returning to Gekhi. about 30 kilometres 
southwest of the Chechen capital Grozny, said there had 
been bombardments earlier in the day. 

“I've spent 30 years building my bouse. I have six chil- 
dren to bring up. Where are we going to live now?” asked 
Zainabdin Guchegov, 54. watching the bombs fall. 

Some Russian soldiers were already in the village, local 
people said. 

Reporters were also stopped at the checkpoint two kilo- 
metres outside Gekhi. 

Russian troops launched the attack ou the village 
Tuesday, saying a big group of rebels was holed up there. 

Residents say dozens of civilians have been killed in the 
attack and insist that the last fighter left Gekhi Thursday. 

A weary scream of villagers fleeing their ruined homes ran 
into a bloodbath Thursday as escaping guerrilla fighters and 
Russian troops exchanged fire, eyewitnesses said. 

Under a burning sun, hundreds of people were carrying 
their scant belongings on their backs or carts and driving 
dozens of cattle down the dusty road from Gekhi when the 
shooting started. 

What "happened next was a nightmare scene of screaming, 
running and falling refugees, panicking livestock and flying 
bullets that put more than 20 civilians in hospital and left an 
unknown number dead on the road. 

Chechenya’s fragile six-week truce erupted in a fierce 
battle Tuesday between local rebels, led by field 
Commander Doka Makhayev and Russian forces. 

Russian air strikes left much of the village in ruins. 

Reuter photographer Vladimir Svartsevich, who was at 
the scene Thursday, said it appeared that a group of sepa- 
ratist guerrillas were attempting to escape the army's encir- 
clement of Gekhi by mingling with the refugees. 

Some he saw later appeared to have shaved off the tell- 
tale beards of Chechenya’s mostly Muslim fighters. 

Accounts varied as to who opened fire first. 

But the witnesses agreed that a group of rebels armed 
with automatic rifles and grenade launchers exchanged fire 
with a squad of local Omon commanders, who opened up 
with a heavy machinegun mounted on their armoured per- 
sonnel carrier. 

Mr. Svartsevich counted up to seven black-clad guerrillas, 
though there may have been more. 

The casualty toll was unclear. The chief doctor at the dis- 
trict hospital in Urus-Martan said he had admitted more 
than 20 wounded. 

Russian military sources said Commander Makhayev was 


among the fighters killed in the shootout, but this could not 
be confirmed. 

The incident put an unbearable strain on the local hospi- 
tal which, like most in Chechenya after 19 months of war, 
lacks virtually everything, from drugs to anaesthetics to a 
working plumbing system. 

The chaos Thursday was intensified by a rumour that a 
group of guerrillas had been seen near Urus-Martan, which 
provoked fears of a hostage-taking similar to those at hos- 
pitals in two other southern Russian towns in the past year. 

It was symptomatic of the frayed nerves of this region, 
where few are ready to believe the brief calm that preceded 
President Boris Yeltsin’s reelection was anything other than 
an electoral gimmick, a pause before a new round of fight- 
ing. 

Mr. Svartsevich said he saw a number of people rush to 
the hospital and take away sick or wounded relatives, for 
fear they would be caught up in a new battle. 

Police sealed the building. There was no sign of the fight- 
ers. 

Meanwhile, after months of kid-glove treatment before 
polls which restored President Yeltsin to power, 
Washington Thursday blamed Moscow for a fresh flare-up 
in Chechenya and deplored new attacks on civilians. 

The comments, by Deputy Secretary of State Strobe 
Talbott and State Department spokesman Nicholas Bums, 
appeared to mark a shift in the administration's willingness 
to publicly call Mr. Yeltsin's government to account over 
policy differences. 

“I think it just stands to reason that there has been some 
kind of decision in the (Russian) government to take a dif- 
ferent tack because there was a lull in the fighting through- 
out the latter part of the presidential campaign.” Mr. Bums 
told a news briefing. 

“We are dismayed at the recent escalation of fighting, and 
dismayed that there is continued military fire directed at 
civilians" in the breakaway Chechenya region of the 
Caucusus. he said. 

Mr. Talbott offered a similar assessment of U.S. policy on 
Chechenya in comments to the U.S.-Russia Business 
Council earlier Thursday. 

'‘We feel Chechenya can only be resolved by political 
means. 

We have made clear that we regret, are concerned about 
and oppose the brutal and excessive use of force that has 
resulted in the 25.000-30,000 mostly civilian casualties,” 
Mr. Talbott said. 

He said this would continue to be U.S. policy as Mr. 
Yeltsin “continues to grapple with this very difficult issue.” 

Mr. Bums, for his part, also called on Chechen separatist 
rebels to tone down the violence. *Tt does take two sides to 
make a war. and we do call upon die Chechen rebels them- 
selves to find a way towards de-escalating this conflict and 
a way towards the negotiating table.” he said. 


Indian passenger airliner 
crashes; 9 people killed 


NEW DELHI, India (AP> 
— A small airliner crashed 
qcar a Himalayan, resort 
town Thursday*- killing all 
the nine people on board. 
Press Trust of India (PTI) 
news agency reported. 
Among the victims were 
three Japanese tourists. 

Rescue teams recovered 
all the bodies, which were 
charred beyond recogni- 
tion. PTI and United News 
of India (UNI) news agen- 
cies said. 

Two helicopters from a 
nearby city hovered over 
the area, but were unable to 
land because of clouds, PTI 
reported quoting Yogesh 
Chandra, the highest offi- 
cial in the Civil Aviation 
Ministry in New Delhi. 

The charred wreckage of 
the Arehana Airways 17- 
seat L-410 aircraft was 
found near Kulu, about 500 
kilometres (310 miles) 
north of New Delhi. 

The plane left New Delhi 
for Kulu via Shimla. the 
capital of the mountainous 
state of Himachal Pradesh. 

The plane took off from 
Shimla S.33 a.m. (0303 
GMT) and lost contact with 
the Kulu control tower 21 
minutes later. 

Villagers saw the aircraft 
exploding in midair and 


falling, informed the local 
police. Press Trust of India 
said. 

The news agency quoted 
Mr. Chandra as saying the 
plane hit a tree, slammed 
into a hill and crashed into a 
house. Three people on the 
ground sustained minor 
injuries, it said. 

No snags were detected 
when the plane underwent 
mandatory technical checks 
in New Delhi, the reports 
said. 

Rescue teams have recov- 
ered the cockpit voice re- 
corder and flight data re- 
corder and have sent the 
instruments to laboratories 
for deciphering, the reports 
said. 

The government also or- 
dered an inquiry into the 
crash to be conducted by 
the Air Safety Directorate. 

Kulu is a popular destina- 
tion for tourists escaping 
the summer heat of the 
northern plains. 

In New Delhi. Arcbana 
Airways gave the names of 
the Japanese as Hidekazu 
Omi, a man, and Kiyoko 
Omi and C. Yamamoto, 
both women. 

The other victims were 
three Indian passengers and 
three crew members. 


Colombia slams U.S. 
move against Samper 


BOGOTA. Colombia (R) 
— Colombia strongly pro- 
tested Washington's deci- 
sion Thursday to bar embat- 
tled President Ernesto Sam- 
per from entering the Uni- 
ted States because of his al- 
leged ties to drug lords. 

“This is the act of an em- 
pire against what they (the 
U.S.) consider to be some 
little republic,” Interior Mi- 
nister Horacio Serpa. Mr. 
Samper's right-hand man. 
told a news conference. 

“It’s open, clear and inad- 
visable intervention in the 
internal affairs of Colom- 
bia.” he added, saying 
Washington was “Repea- 
ting the story of the big 
stick that the U.S. govern- 
ment wields with such mis- 
fortune.” 

Alluding to what Mr. 
Samper himself has des- 
cribed as growing anti- 
American sentimenn'n Co- 
lombia. Mr. Serpa predicted 
that Washington's public 
humiliation of the Colom- 
bian leader would backfire 
if it was aimed ai forcing 


him to step down. 

“The government is going 
to strengthen because Co- 
lombians are going to sur- 
round their president,” he 
said. 

Neighbouring Venezuela 
said the U.S. move was reg- 
rettable. 

“We regret what has hap- 
pened with the Colombian 
president because it deals 
with not just an ordinary 
citizen but with the head of 
state.” Venezuelan Foreign 
Minister Miguel Angel Bu- 
relli Rivas said. 

A Colombian government 
statement issued shortly be- 
fore Mr. Serpa's news con- 
ference also called the U.S. 
decision “unacceptable" 
meddling in Colombia’s 
affairs. It added that Mr. 
Samper intended to address 
the U.N. General Assembly 
in New York in September, 
with or without his U.S. 
entry visa. 

The cancellation of that 
visa was announced in 
Washington by the State 
Department. 


Dole defends civil rights 
record in NAACP row 


NEW YORK (R) — Re- 
publican presidential aspi- 
rant Bob' D6le. stung by at- 
tacks fof rejecting a chanW 
to spfeak tactile NAACP. 
Thursday defended his civil 
rights record as “flawless” 
but criticised the organisa- 
tion's leader. 

In New York before meet- 
ing with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyarain Netan- 
yahu. Sen. Dole was asked 
in a radio interview about 
not addressing the National 
Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Coloured 
People annual meeting in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. 

“We had a scheduling 
conflict.” Sen. Dole said on 
the Imus In The Morning, 
nationally syndicated radio 
show with host Don Imus. 

“We can’t do everything. 
I’ve got a flawless civil 
rights record but let's face it 
— the leader of the 
NAACP, Mr. (Kweisi) Mfu- 
me, is not known as a mod- 
erate Democrat, a nonparti- 
san Democrat. He was one 
of the leading liberal 
Democrats.” 

The former Kansas sena- 
tor said he hoped to meet 
with black leaders of the 
organisation at some time 
and expected to get black 
votes in his campaign 
against President Bill Clin- 
ton, who spoke to the 
NAACP. the nation’s oldest 
civil rights organisation. 

“We'll figure some way to 
meet with the board of 
directors, or something, of 
the NAACP,” Sen. Dole 
said. “I think some are my 
friends. I don’t know that 
Mfiime is one of them.” 

Mr. Mfume Is a former 
Democratic congressman 
from Maryland and, one- 
time outspoken head of the 
congressional black caucus, 
a group that criticised Sen. 
Dole for not speaking to the 


NAACP. 

If he had given a speech. 
Serf. Dole - agreed with Sen. 
Jtihn McCain, ‘ R-AriZona, 
who was on the programme 
earlier, that he probably 
would have received an 
unenthusiastic response. 

“That probably would 
have been the case, al- 
though I must say, as I said 
in ray (Senate) resignation 
speeech. people look at Re- 
publicans — they think we 
don’t care about people, 
whether they are disabled, 
or skin colour or whatever.” 
“I voted for civil rights 
going way back to 1964,” 
he said. 

Among those who sug- 
gested Sen. Dole should 
have addressed the group 
was retired Gen. Colin 
Powell, who said it would 
have been useful for Sen. 
Dole to have talked to the 
NAACP. 

“Hopefully." Sen. Dole 
added, “We'll be able to at- 
tract a good percentage of 
black votes. In fact we 
found a lot of black support 
travelling around the coun- 
try going from place to 
place.” 

Democrats in modern 
elections have attracted an 
overwhelming majority of 
black voters. 

Sen. Dole also said in the 
interview that he hoped 
1992 independent presiden- 
tial candidate Ross Perot 
stays out of the race this 
year. “I would hope he 
wouldn't run. I hope it's 
going to be sort of a two- 
person race.” 

Although polls show Sen. 
Dole between 15 and 20 
percentage points behind 
Mr. Clinton, Sen. Dole said 
the race was tightening. 

The polls are closing all 
across America," Sen. Dole 
said. “We think it's an 8 to 
10 point race now.” 


Crew rescued from 
blazing ship off ILK. 

LONDON (R) — Twenty-seven seamen, most of them 
Indian, were brought safely ashore Friday after being res- 
cued from their blazing cargo ship in the English Channel. 

One crew member of Cypriot-registered CSAV Tolten 
was taken to hospital in Torbay, southwest England, with 
minor injuries, a Coast Guard official said. 

The crew of 24 Indians, two Ukrainians and one Burmese 
took to the lifeboats after fire broke out shortly after mid- 
night. 

Navy vessels and helicopters were scrambled and the 
men were finally picked up by two local fishing boats. 

The Tolten. which was carrying 12.500 tonnes of copper 
and several containers, was still ablaze Friday morning 20 
miles off start point on the Devon coast. 



Chechen rebels carry an injured woman attem p tin g to escape from the village of 
Gekhi, some 35 kilometres south of Grozny. Russian President Boris Yeltsin’s pre- 
election pledges to end the war in Chechenya appear to have come to nothing as fight- 
ing rages anew and talk of peace has given way to harsh rhetoric and more bloodshed 
and refugees (Reuter photo) 

1 death confirmed in U.S. park 
rockslide as teams comb rubble 
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Couple to be tried 
for son’s suicide 4 

ROME (R) — An Italian 
couple whose son killed 
himself after they tried to 
stop him seeing his girl- 
friend have been ordered to 
stand trial in connection 
with his death, newspaper 
reported Thursday. They 
said a magistrate in the port 
of Bari, southern Italy, had 
indicted the couple on 
charges of mistreatment 
resulting in death, menaces 
and unlawful restraint The 
couple, who were not 
named, will stand trial in 
November. Their 20-year- f 
old son. identified only as l 
Angelo, gassed himself in ft! 
his car outside his girl- 
friend Mary’s home in 
April last year. The reports 
said his parents considered 
the girl not good enough 
for their son and had put 
huge psychological pres- 
sure on them to end their 
love affair. 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
Rescue teams searched for 
more victims at California’s 
scenic Yosemite National 
Park where a huge rockslide 
brought thousands of trees 
crashing down, killing one 
person and injuring at least 
seven. 

A 200-ft (60 metre) arch 
of granite high on a moun- 
tainside gave way Wednes- 
day everting, creating a 
powerful blast of displaced 
air as it fell and uprooting 
some 2,000 trees near the 
popular Happy Isles area of 
the vast park in -the Sierra 
Nevada. 

Park spokesman Bill 
Groth said one person died, 
struck by a fallin g tree, and 
the body was being recov- 
ered. He could not identify 
the victim or say if it was a 
man or a woman. 

Two seriously-injured 
young women were -flown 
to hospitals in nearby mo- 
desto. Mr. Groth said “nu- 
merous” people witfr-ftuhor 
injuries were treated at a 
clinic at Yosemite and re- 
leased. Most suffered se- 
vere dust inhalation, he 
said. 

Other officials put the 
injured total at seven. 

Park Ranger Scott Ge- 
diman said the rock fell “as 
a big chunk,” creating a 
tremendous wind. “This 


wind came and the velocity 
knocked down ... about 
2,000 trees,” he said. 

More than four million 
people visit the 1,170 
square mile (3,030 sq. km) 
park each year to see its 
spectacular mountain sce- 
nery and waterfalls, hike, 
climb or camp. The park. 
150 miles (240 kilometres) 
east of San Francisco, is in 
its busy summer vacation 
period, when about 20.000 
people a day visit. 

The debris destroyed a 
snack bar but a nearby na- 
ture centre was undamaged. 
Both facilities had closed 
for the night, but there were 
still hikers in the area enjoy- 
ing the last hours of day- 
light 

“We are very fortunate it 
wasn't worse," park spokes- 
woman Mary Vocelka said. 

Shaken visitors compared 
the noise of the rockslide to 
an- earthquake,; a freight 
train or- “a squadron of 

747s” gding by. 

“We heard this tremen- 
dous popping and noise. 
Where we were sitting, we 
could see the rocks start 
falling ... We were all just 
very frightened. Everyone 
starts running. ' < -:ie woman 
who was at a nearby camp- 
ground told San Francisco’s 
KCBS Radio. 

The rockslide sent a thick 


cloud of dust thousands of 
feet into the air. The cloud 
took about 45 minutes to 
settle, hampering early res- 
cue efforts. 

Rescue workers returned 
to the area at first light after 
stopping the search at mid- 
night Wednesday. 

Park Ranger Rick Smith 
said the search teams would 
look for more victims and 
assess the damage. Park 
officials were not expecting 
to find any more victims. 
“We’ve accounted for most 
every one.” he said. 

California Gov. Pete 
Wilson ordered members of 
the California Llrban Search 
and Rescue team to 
Yosemite to search for any- 
one who may have been 
trapped, his office said. The 
team, equipped with trained 
dogs, fiberoptic cameras 
and other .high-technology 
equipment, arrived early 
Thursday. 

About 150 people were 
involved in the search and 
helicopters flew overhead 
surveying the area. Two mi- 
nor rocksiides were report- 
ed in the vicinity overnight, 
raising concerns about the 
stability of the rocks. 

The area around the rock- 
slide was sealed off to the 
public but the rest of the 
park was open. 



The Queen Mother (lower right) and The Princess of Wales (left) are positioned one 
seat apart as they stand for die National Anthem, at the Royal Tournament at Earls 
Court Thursday ( Reuter photo) 

Charles , Diana agree to divorce 


LONDON (AP) — Prince 
Charles and Princess Diana 
announced Friday that they 
have agreed on a swift di- 
vorce. after 3 1/2 years of 
separation and public snip- 
ing and a decade or more of 
unhappiness. 

The split, which their 
lawyers said would be final 
Aug. 2S, brings an end to a 
soap opera of tears, betrayal 
and bulimia. 

Proceedings will be initi- 
ated in court Monday and a 
preliminary decree of di- 
vorce- is expected that day. 
said a statement from Mish- 
con De Reya. the firm rep- 
resenting Princess Diana, 

Princess Diana, 35. relin- 
quishes any claim to one 
day being queen of Eng- 
land. But she will still be a 
wealthy princess living in a 
palace, free to pursue her 
dream of being “a queen in 
people’s hearts.” 

That role will be subject 
to the queen’s consent. 

“As for any other member 


of the royal family, any 
activity of the princess 
which involves the use of 
public funds will be under- 
taken only with the permis- 
sion of the sovereign acting 
where necessary on the 
advice of ministers,” Bu- 
ckingham Palace said. 

Prince Charles, 47, the 
heir of Queen Elizabeth II, 
stands to be the first divor- 
cee on the English throne 
since George I, who reigned 
from 1714 to 1727. 

The announcement came 
just before the couple's 1 5th 
wedding anniversary on 
July 29. 

She wijl retain her apart- 
ments at Kensington Palace, 
a Buckingham Palace 
spokesman said, but her 
office will be moved out of 
St. James’s Palace, where 
Prince Charles is based. 

Princess Diana agreed to 
relinquish the title of "Her 
Royal Highness," to be 
known in future as Diana, 
Princess of Wales. Theore- 


tically, she would be oblig- 
ed to curtsy to her sons — 
Prince William. 14. and 
Prince Harry. 11 — who 
both carry the HRH title. 

On Thursday Princess 
Diana joined Queen Mother 
Elizabeth for their first pub- 
lic meeting in IS months, 
but there seemed to be a 
chill in the air. 

The 95-year-old queen 
mother, grandmother of 
Prince Charles, invited 
Princess Diana and her sons 
to the royal box for a musi- 
cal military tournament. 

The two women did not 
seem to talk, and for a brief, 
awkward moment before 
the show, a red and gold 
chair stood empty between 
them. 

British newspapers have 
reported that the queen mo- 
ther blames Princess Diana 
for many of the troubles that 
have plagued the royal fam- 
ily in recent years. 


Chic French resort 
to give tops to the 
topless 

CANNES, France (R) — 
The French Riviera resort 
of Cannes is to hand out 
tops to the topless in a 
drive to stop tourists wan- 
dering its streets naked to 
the waisL Home of a cele- 
brated annual film festival, 
Cannes is famous for top- 
less starlets on its beach. 
But the local council is 
determined to confine top- 
lessness to the beach for 
the sake of the town's 
image. From Friday until 
Aug. 31. it plans to distrib- 
ute T-shirts in the town’s 
colours to anyone caught 
with a bare torso in the 
streets. A local by-law for- 
bids people from walking 
in the town “in a bathing 
suit, bare-chested or inde- 
cently dressed.” 

Argentine man 
kills self in 
undertaker's office 

MAR DEL PLATA, 
-•Argentina (R) — A 65- 
year-old Argentine man 
walked into an undertak- 
er’s office and. after being 
reassured that his insurance 
would cover a funeral, shot 
himself dead on the spot 
Juan Hansen handed the 
office attendant a letter to 
his family saying he was 
tired of suffering from an 
undisclosed illness and did 
not want to be a burden, the 
state-run Telara news 
agency reported. He shot 
himself in the temple 
before the employee could 
finish reading the letter, 
and dropped dead onto the 
desk, the agency said of 
Tuesday's incident. 

Actor charged with 
spousal abuse 

LOS ANGELES CR) — 
Actor Harry Morgan, best 
known for his role as Col. 
Sherman Potter in the tele- 
vision series Mash, was 
charged with beating his 
wife, an attorney said. 
Deputy City Attorney Mi- 
tchell Fox said the misde- 
meanor spousal battery 
charge arose from an inci- 
dent at the couple's home 
in the Brentwood area ear- 
lier this month when 
Barbara Morgan, 70, called 
police to say her 81 -year- 
old husband of nearly 10 
years was attacking her. He 
said officers responding to 
the call shortly after mid- 
night on July 2 heard a 
woman yelling and screa- 
ming before they were let 
into the house by the actor. 

Human skulls 
seized from Indian 
river 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Indian police have seized 
more than 400 human 
skulls from a river in the 
eastern state of Bihar, 
newspapers reported Tues- 
day. The skulls were 
dumped in four sacks in the 
Falgu River in Gaya re- 
gion, borne to Buddhist 
shrines, and the police 
were alerted to them Mon- 
day by residents, the dailies 
said. The Hindustan Times 
quoted police as saying the 
skulls were about one year 
old. but it was not clear 
how they came to be in the 
river. 
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‘ ^P-SSS Firefighters stand near the engine of a downed F-16 U.S. Air Force jet that crashed into a house Thursday, in 

Pensacola, Florida (Reuter photo) 

U.S. F-16 jet fighter crashes in residential area 


PENSACOLA. Florida iR) 
— An F- 1 6 jet fighter being 
flown from South Carolina 
to avoid hurricane Bertha 
crashed into a residential 
neighbourhood in this Flori- 
da city Thursday, destroying 
one house and damaging 
5 another, officials said. 

Police said one woman 
and one man on the ground 
were taken to local hospitals 
after the crash. One child 
who may have been in the 
house destroyed by a fire 
remained missing about two 
hours later. 


A second child, initially 
reported as missing, was 
found in good condition, a 
spokesman for the Pensa- 
cola Police Department 
said. 

The injured woman, iden- 
tified as Robin Cannon, 31. 
was sent to West Florida 
Regional Medical Centre, a 
local hospital, where she 
was stabilised before being 
airlifted to the bum unit at 
the University of South Ala- 
bama in Mobile, Alabama. 

A spokeswoman at West 
Florida Regional said Mr. 


Cannon was in stable condi- 
tion. She had no other infor- 
mation about any other 
crash victims being brought 
to that hospital. 

Military officials said the 
jet was flying to Eglin Air 
Force Base near Pensacola, 
at the western end of Flori- 
da's panhandle, from Shaw 
Air Force Base, near Sum- 
ter. South Carolina when it 
crashed. 

The aircraft went down at 
about 3:30 edt (1930 GMT), 
said an Eglin Air Force 
Base spokeswoman. “We do 


know that it did go down. 
The pilot ejected." she said, 
adding that the base had 
sent a crew to investigate. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Pensacola Police Depart- 
ment said police had been 
told the plane was loaded 
with munitions, and that the 
pilot had ejected safely. 

Homes in the area sur- 
rounding the crash site were 
being evacuated as the air 
force searched for the jet's 
weapons. Pensacola police 
said. 
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BELFAST (R> — Northern Ireland's peace 
process appeared in jeopardy Friday after a 
wave of violent protests in which gunmen 
shot-arid wounded three policemen. 

Police allowfed another -Etofestam hardlin- 
ers' march to go ahead through a Catholic 
area of Belfast Friday after a night of Ca- 
tholic protests against the annual Orange 
Order marches. 

The overnight violence erupted after po- 
lice reversed a ban on an orange order 
parade through a Roman Catholic section 
) of Portadown. south of Belfast, Thursday. 

During the night youths hijacked vehicles 
and set them ablaze to protest against what 
they said was the trampling of their rights 
by activists of the Protestant majority. 

Police said 40 civilians and 1 1 police offi- 
cers were hurt in six hours of rioting in 
Londonderry. Northern Ireland’s largely 
Catholic second city. More than 900 petrol 
bombs were thrown. Police replied with 
plastic bullets. 

Martin McGuiness of Sinn Fein, the polit- 
ical wing of the IRA, said Friday the police 
decision to allow the marches left little 
expectations of the peace process. 

“The British government and the Unionist 
political leadership are not interested in 
even negotiating a route through a Catholic 
area," said Mr. McGuiness. 

“If they’re not interested in negotiating a 
route through a Catholic area, it's hardly 
likely they’re going to negotiate the funda- 
mental political and constitutional change 
we all know is required if there is to be 
future peace in this country.” 

Cardinal Cahal Daly, leader of Ireland's 
Catholics. Friday attacked the decision to 
let the Portadown march proceed. 

'“This was a wrong decision, a disastrous- 
lj' wrong decision. I feel it will have very 
negative consequences...," Card. Daly said 
in a radio interview. "I, w'ith regret, have to 


say that I feel betrayed, betrayed by the 
British government." 

Irish Prime Minister John Bruton, .Bri- 
tain's partner in efforts.to find a .peace deal, 
has also told British Prime Minister John 
Major the decision was mistaken. 

Mr. Bruton told Mr. Major of the “wide- 
spread anger and deep concern in Ireland 
about the decision," Dublin officials said. 

The overnight violence and the shootings 
mark a serious turn for the worse in the sit- 
uation in Northern Ireland. 

Police said two officers were shot over- 
night in the mainly Catholic, Irish national- 
ist Ardoyne area of Belfast and a third was 
hit in the New Lodge area, another Catholic 
stronghold. 

None of the injuries was life-threatening 
and two were later released from hospital, a 
police spokesman said. 

No group claimed responsibility for 
shooting the three policemen, who were 
thought to be the first victims of sniper 
attacks in the province since IRA guerrillas 
called a truce in August 1994 in its war 
against British rule of Northern Ireland. 

On Friday, lines of riot police, backed by 
troops, threw a security cordon around the 
lower Ormeau Road near the centre of 
Belfast, keeping Roman Catholic residents 
off the road. 

Roman Catholic residents, some of whom 
were hemmed into their homes by ar- 
moured police vehicles, shouted taunts at 
police and marchers as the parade went 
through. 

Northern Ireland has enjoyed an uneasy 
calm since the ceasefire, which was 
matched soon after by Protestant loyalists, 
who want the province to stay British. 

The Irish Republican Army resumed its 
war in February with a series of bombings 
in London but has not mounted any attacks 
in Northern Ireland. 


• Hurricane Bertha weakens 
on approach to U.S. coast 


WILMINGTON. N.C. (R) 
— Hurricane Bertha weak- 
ened Thursday as it 
chugged toward the Caroli- 
na coast after sending thou- 
sands of vacationers pack- 
ing and forcing residents to 
board up homes and hoard 
supplies. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
people along the North and 
South Carolina coasts were 
under evacuation orders and 
emergency shelters were 
opened as authorities urged 
homeowners to brace for 
heavy rain and hurricane- 
force winds Friday. But the 
storm’s top winds dropped 
to 80 mph (128 kphi. 

though it remained a giant 
about 400 miles wide (640 
kilometres). 

Bertha’s northerly turn 
Wednesday spared the 
Olympic yachting venue on 
the Georgia coast, which 
had evacuated some 250 


athletes and staff from a 
marina on Wilmington Is- 
land. Tom Fisher, a spokes- 
man for the Olympic yacht- 
ing events, said athletes 
would return to the site Fri- 
day to resume practice for 
the Olympics, due to start 
late next week. 

South Carolina ordered 
evacuation of beachfront re- 
sidents in Horry and 
Georgetown counties, inc- 
luding the popular resort 
town of Myrtle Beach. The 
order did not include the 
historic coastal city of 
Charleston. Officials esti- 
mated there are 300,000 
tourists on the state’s coast 
at this time of year. 

“I ask all of you to please 
protect yourselves and your 
families by moving inland 
immediately,'’ SouLh Caro- 
lina Gov. David Beasley 
said in a statement. “We 
will be in your neighbour- 


hoods to watch over your 
homes while you are gone.” 

North Carolina evacuated 
its outer banks, affecting an 
estimated 50,000 residents 
and tourists, and heavy traf- 
fic clogged the two-lane 
coastal roads. In Wilming- 
ton, North Carolina, where 
forecasters predicted Bertha 
would likely come ashore 
Friday afternoon, gas sta- 
tions and grocery stores 
were jammed. 

“I bought film to take 
before and after pictures for 
insurance purposes, in case 
there’s damage," said 25- 
year-old Michael Satra 2 e- 
mis. 

The fringes of the storm 
reached Wrigbtsville Beach 
near Wilmington Thursday 
afternoon. Heavy surf gob- 
bled up chunib of the 
beach, and police went 
door-to-door, telling people 
to leave. 


offers more 
food aid to 
N. Korea 

BEIJING (R) — China has 
offered 100,000 tonnes of 
food to North Korea to 
prevent famine after floods 
destroyed crops last year, 
injecting new warmth into 
ties between the Commu- 
nist neighbours that had 
cooled in recent years. 

“The Chinese Commu- 
nist Party and the govern- 
ment decided to provide 
further free grain aid to 
(North) Korea to ease its 
domestic grain shortages,” 
a Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man said. 

“Our main aim is to 
demonstrate the friendship 
between China and North 
Korea." an official of the 
Ministry of Foreign Trade 
and Economic Coopera- 
tion told Reuters. 

In line with that friend- 
ship, China decided to give 
North Korea 100,000 
tonnes in food aid to marie 
the 35th anniversary of a 
treaty of friendship and 
mutual assistance, he said. 

“The type of aid and the 
time of delivery have yet 
to be derided,” the trade 
official said, adding that it 
was too early to say whe- 
ther delivery of the food 
would be completed in 
1996. 

The aid was announced 
by Chinese state councillor 
Luo Gan at a meeting with 
North Korean Vice Presi- 
dent Ri Jong-Ok in Pyong- 
yang Thursday. 

China earlier announced 
10,000 tonnes of rice and a 
similar amount of com in 
food aid to Pyongyang in a 
package to help North Ko- 
rea after the worst floods 
in a century ravaged much 
of the country last year. 

The United Nations has 
launched a $43.6 million 
appeal for food aid for 
North Korea, widely re- 
ported to be on the brink of 
famine. 

The latest food package 
appeared to signal an up- 
swing in relations between 
China and North Korea, 
once described as being 
“as close as lips and teeth.” 
Ties cooled after Beijing 
forged diplomatic links 
with Seoul in 1992. 

Several years ago, China 
started insisting on hard 
cash from Pyongyang for 
grain and other goods, 
moving away from barter 
trade and dealing a serious 
blow to the North Korean 
economy. 


Jordan limes, Saturday, July 13, 1996 


New bus bomb injures 20 in 
Moscow; extra forces drafted in 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
authorities ordered more 
than 1.000 extra Interior 
Ministry troops into Mos- 
cow Friday after a bomb 
tore through a trolleybus in 
the morning rush-hour — 
the second such attack in 
two days. 

The blast, caused by a 
bomb left under a seat on 
the bus in the northeast of 
the city, injured more than 
20 people, some of them 
seriously, police and health 
officials said. 

Police withdrew an early 
report that one person bad 
been killed. 

President Boris Yeltsin, 
reelected nine days ago to 
four more years in office, 
called immediately for 
tough action against tenor- 
ism. He said the city of nine 
million people was “Infes- 
ted with terrorists." 

Moscow authorities an- 
nounced a crackdown on 
undesirables in the city, par- 
ticularly od ethnic groups 
from the Caucasus region 
where the Checbenya con- 
flict is raging. 

Interior Ministry troops 
Commander Anatoly S hkir - 
ko said he was drafting 
more than 1,000 extra men 
into the capital to help city 
police ensure public safety. 

Moscow's Mayor Yuri 
L uzhk ov said Friday's blast 
was caused by a bomb 
made of 300 grammes 
(more than half a pound) of 
TNT left under a seat in the 
centre of a No. 48 bus. 

“We are witnessing a sys- 
tem of terrorist acts," Mr. 
Luzhkov told a news con- 
ference after visiting the 
scene bf the blast on Pros- 
pekt Mira, a thoroughfare in 
the northeast of the city. 

State security officials at 
the scene said the bomb had 
been left in a sports bag 
similar to that containing a 
bomb which exploded 
Thursday on another trol- 
leybus -closer jo. the city 
centre: _ Five people were 
injured in that attack. 

The single-deck trolley- 
buses, which draw power 
from overhead cables and 
lumber slowly through the 
city, are a popular and easy 
mode of hop-on, hop-off 
transport for thousands of 
Muscovites. 

Mr. Luzhkov said there 








Experts work inside a blown-up trolleybus on Prospekt Mira (Peace Avenue) in 
Moscow Friday (Reuter photo) 


could be two explanations 
for the bombings. 

One was that the attacks 
were linked to threats by 
Chechen independence 
fighters to bring their strug- 
gle to the capital. The other 
was that the criminal world 
was responding to latest 
measures by Mr. Yeltsin and 
his security supremo. Gene- 
ral Alexander Lebed, to step 
up the fight against crime in 
Moscow. 

“With a certain degree of 
certainty we can see a pos- 
sible Chechen line and it is 
not an idle thought,’’ Mr. 
Luzhkov said. 

In comments that boded 
ill for ethnic Caucasians in 
Moscow, as well as the cap- 
ital's criminals. Mr. Luzh- 
kov said: “We intend to 
cleanse Moscow not only of 
homeless down-and-outs 
but also those elements that 
we consider dangerous." 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
said.it was clear from Mr. 
Luzhkov’s comments that 
measures , would be taken 
against “visjtcgs frqjn the 
south" — a+ euphemism 
meaning people from the 
north Caucasus region as 
well as from the indepen- 
dent Transcaucasian states. 

Officials stressed Friday 
that there was no hard evi- 
dence to tie the blasts to 
Chechen rebels. Kremlin 
troops have been bogged 


down in bitter fighting in 
Checbenya against sepa- 
ratists since December 
1994. 

Asked if there could be a 
link ro the Checbenya con- 
flict, a state security spokes- 
man said Friday: “I would 
not hurry to this conclusion. 
Possibly it was linked to the 
one yesterday.” 

Mr. Yeltsin made his re- 
marks to top state security 
officials as he presented 
Nikolai Kovalyov as the 
new director of the Federal 
Security Service (FSB), 
successor to the KGB po- 
lice. 

The carbon-copy bomb- 
ing Friday appeared to lay 
down a particular challenge 
to Gen. Lebed, who Wed- 
nesday was given the task 
of fighting crime in the cap- 
ital by Mr. Yeltsin. 

Bombers also struck on 
Moscow's underground 
railway on June 11 in an 
attack in which four people 
were killed and many in- 
jured. 

-The- latest- bomb was sure 
to heighten tension in the 
capital, which is recovering 
from a bruising presidential 
election campaign in which 
law-and-order and the gro- 
wing crime wave was a top 
issue. 

Tempers of people are 
also frayed by a heatwave 
which has driven tempera- 
tures up to 35 centigrade 


(95 Fahrenheit). 

Trolleybus No. 48 was 
turned into a scorched hulk 
of twisted metal by the 
blast Blood splattered the 
pavement. Shards of glass 
were scattered over a wide 
area. 

An eyewitness said pas- 
sengers scrambled to get 
out through the windows af- 
ter the blast 

“I woke up when I heard 
the bang and saw the trol- 
leybus standing there. 
People were trying to get 
out of the window, to get 
out, however, they could. It 
was terrible, painful," said 
Viktor Shlyakhtin. 

President Yeltsin, speak- 
ing after the second bomb 
attack, called Friday for 
tough action against terror- 
ism in the Russian capital, 
Interfax News Agency 
reported. 

Mr. Yeltsin told senior of- 
ficials of the Federal Secu- 
rity Service that Moscow 
was “infested with terror- 
ists’ 1 ’ and^firm measures had> 
to -be taken- -’together with’ 
city authorities, Interfax 
said. ! ,IJ - 

ITAR-TASS quoted Mr. 
Yeltsin as saying he had 
signed a decree on fighting 
terrorism in Russia but it 
gave no details. 

A separate Interfax report 
said Moscow police had 
stepped up patrols in the 
city after Friday’s blast. 


Heavy fighting resumes in Liberian countryside 


MONROVIA (AP) — 
Fierce fighting this week in 
eastern Liberia has driven 
thousands from their 
homes, while disease is rav- 
aging the ranks of refugees 
from earlier fighting. 

The latest territorial battle 
is between Charles Taylor’s 
National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia and George Boley's 
Liberia Peace Council in the 
provincial town of Zwedru, 
180 miles (290 kilometres) 
southeast of the capital, 
Monrovia, military sources 
said Thursday. 

The four-day battle inten- 
sified Wednesday when Mr. 
Boley’s fighters moved in 
from the port city of Green- 
ville, 130 miles (200 kilo- 
metres) southeast of Monro- 
via, and launched a fierce 
assault on Mr. Taylor’s po- 


sitions in Zwedru. 

Earlier this week, an esti- 
mated 3,000 Liberians flee- 
ing fighting in surrounding 
Grand Bedeh county 
crossed into the Ivory Coast 
border town of Tabou, 
which is already crammed 
with tens of thousands of 
refugees from the 6 1/2- year 
civil war. 

Monrovia itself remains 
calm following nearly two 
months of fighting in April 
and May that wrecked much 
of the city and killed hun- 
dreds of people. A truce 
took hold on May 27 and 
militiamen left the city, but 
their return to the country- 
side has led to renewed 
fighting in several regions. 

Disease is sweeping 
through the ranks of refu- 
gees. Cholera and m.^sles 


claimed scores of lives 
among 20.000 displaced 
people in northern Margibi 
county following tbe clo- 
sure last month of tire only 
clinic operated by tbe relief 
agency. Doctors Without 
Borders. 

Local health workers told 
reporters Thursday that at 
least 10 people have been 
dying each day since the 
epidemics broke out two 
weeks ago. Most of the vic- 
tims have been children. 

Meanwhile, international 
relief agencies have accused 
Alhaji Kromah’s ULJMO-K 
rebel factions of holding 
hundreds of people hostage 
to attract help from humani- 
tarian groups and then keep- 
ing the food for their mili- 
tants. 

Doctors Without Borders 


and the French aid group 
Action Against Famine said 
in a news release that 1,300 
displaced people were roun- 
ded up by ULIMO-K and 
taken to the town of Suehn, 
19 miles (30 kilometres) 
north of Monrovia. 

“Apparently, tbe faction 
wants to attract humanitari- 
an assistance, food aid in 
particular, by starving the 
detainees,” the news release 
said. 

A ULIMO-K representa- 
tive denied the charges and 
said the displaced people 
had come to them seeking 
refuge. The group had only 
put out calls for humanitari- 
an assistance so they could 
feed the displaced, the rep- 
resentative said. 


Brixton dances for joy to welcome hero Mandela 


LONDON (R) — Nelson 
Mandela was feted by thou- 
sands of cheering, dancing 
blacks as Brixton in South 
London gave an ecstatic 
welcome to the South Afri- 
can president on the emo- 
tional high point of his state 
visit to Britain. 

Mr. Mandela beamed 
broadly throughout his 80- 
minute tour of the rundown 
inner city area, home to one 
of Britain's biggest black 
communities. He said it was 
the “fulfilment of a dream” 
to finally visit Brixton. 

After dancing joyfully 
with a women’s group, he 
was mobbed On his first 
walkabout of the four-day 
tour through a local market 
His motorcade was 
swamped by crowds wanti- 
ng to touch the hand of their 
hero. 

People stood 10 to 15 
deep behind barriers, on 
rooftops and on the plat- 
forms of a railway station 
overlooking the Brixton Re- 
creation Centre where Mr. 
Mandela’s visit started. 


“We want Nelson, we 
want Nelson,” the crowd 
chanted as Mr. Mandela, 
accompanied by heir to the 
throne Prince Charles, 
climbed the steps to receive 
a bouquet of flowers and a 
kiss from a local black girl. 

In the streets below, danc- 
ing crowds spread as far as 
the eye could see as reggae 
music blasted out of a huge 
sound system. A giant sign 
on the front of the centre 
read “siyakwamkela madi- 
ba e Brixton”, welcoming 
the 77-year-old South Afri- 
can leader. 

In a short speech Mr. 
Mandela said he had been 
looking forward for months 
to his visit to Brixton. 

“It is literally a fulfilment 
of a dream that I have been 
a visitor to this place,” Mr. 
Mandela said. 

“Although many of you in 
this audience are compara- 
tively young and may not 
have taken part in the anti- 
apartheid struggle, I want to 
tell you that Britain, espe- 
cially London and the com- 


munity of Brixton, were the 
heartland of the anti-apar- 
theid struggle. 

“You...regarded that as 
your own struggle and it 
gives me great pleasure to 
be able to stand on this soil 
and be able to thank you for 
what you did. 

“1 want to show I love 
each and everyone of you 
without exception," said 
Mr. Mandela, triggering a 
chorus of “we love you” 
from the multi-racial crowd 
in the centre. 

Mr. Mandela has been 
lionised by royalty, parlia- 
ment and above all the peo- 
ple on a state visit which 
has featured unparalleled 
scenes of excitement and 
hero-worship among re- 
served Britons. 

Inside the centre, enter- 
tained by a steel band and a 
gospel choir, Mr. Mandela 
was shown bow Brixton, hit 
by racial tension and riots in 
the 1980s, was Hying to 
entice employers to the area 
and give young people a 
sense of purpose. 


Much work is being done 
by the prince’s trust. Prince 
Charles’s charity to assist 
disadavantaged young peo- 
ple. 

After leaving Brixton, Mr. 
Mandela headed for Trafal- 
gar Square, site of South 
Africa’s diplomatic mission 
which was the focu' of 
Britain’s well-organised 
anti-apartheid movement. 

Crowds streamed into 
central London to welcome 
Mr. Mandela, who was 
expected to speak from the 
balcony overlooking the 
square. 

“It must not be forgotten 
that the masses of the peo- 
ple in this country and else- 
where. were in the forefront 
of the anti-apartheid strug- 
gle,” Mr. Mandela said in an 
interview on his arrival in 
Britain. 

“It is absolutely neces- 
saiy, now that we have suc- 
ceeded, to go and thank 
them for that contribution. 
And I am looking forward 
to going to Brixton.” 
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Officials first 


THE PRESS conference given by Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti, which was partly attend- 
ed by His Majesty King Hussein Thursday, is a 
dear indication that the government is aware of 
the potentially nightmarish impact the raising of 
bread pricess, without convindng the citizenry of 
its necessity and assuring them of plans to com- 
pensate them for this hike, could have on the sta- 
bility of the country. 

The government has for a while, not always 
efficiently though, been trying to explain to peo- 
ple that it has no alternative to lifting or, as it 
says, rechannel ling bread subsidies due to eco- 
nomic conditions that could result in terrible 
damages to the Kingdom unless appropriately 
addressed. But its initially defensive approach to 
explaining its dilemma has given opposition par- 
ties the chance to question the government's 
motivations and to accuse it of adopting polides 
that could render the people unable to provide 
for themselves. 

It is natural for the opposition in any democra- 
cy sodety to challenge the polides of the execu- 
tive authority. What is a sign of political imma- 
turity, though, is to offer no alternatives to the 
incumbent’s programme and to lift slogans that 
could provoke tension in a society whose future 
economic development largely depends on the 
image of stability and' coherence that it projects 
to international donors and investors. 

Accordingly, the prime minister acted with a 
high degree of political shrewdness when he laid 
all his cards on the table to the people In a press 
conference daring which he answered, through 
the journalists’ inquiries, many of the questions 
on the people’s minds. The presence of King 
Hussein at the press conference and the remarks 
he made added weight and credibility to what the 
premier was saying. 

The government has a strong point for trying to 
cut down a harmful budget deficit through act- 
ing on the issue of subsidies. But the people, who 
have been suffering from increasing economic 
hardships due to inflation that has not been off- 
set by raises in salaries, will only grudgingly 
accept yet another economic difficulty. The best 
way to ensure acceptability of the austerity mea- 
sures is for the government to convince the peo- 
ple that it is moving to redress all unhealthy 
aspects of public expenditure and curb unneces- 
sary government spending. In his press confer- 
ence, the prime minister promised a comprehen- 
sive programme that would target all imbalances 
and guarantee responsible handling of public 
funds. That programme needs to be announced 
soon, along with tangible measures to eliminate 
all signs of extravaganza and signs of irresponsi- 
ble economic behaviour by all organs and mem- 
bers of government The people can accept to live 
with difficult situations only if they arc certain 
that the tough ride is taken by all - officials first 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra*i daily attacked the United States for its 
hostile campaign against U.N. Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali, through pressuring the U.N. Security Council against 
allowing him to renew his mandate, and said that such behav- 
iour is solely aimed at serving Israel's interests. Fabd Al Fanek 
said that six months before the end of his present mandate the 
U.S. has been active in its drive to deny the secretary general 
a second term for two reasons: first because Mr. Ghali had 
endorsed a U.N. team’s report that had condemned Israel for 
committing a massacre in Cana during its April aggression in 
southern Lebanon and second because Egypt. Mr. Ghali 's 
bnme country, is determined to unify the Arab countries’ ranks 
against Israel's hardline position concerning the peace process, 
said Fohd Al Fanek. The writer said that Washington does not 
want a secretary general that defies its orders, on Lhe one hand, 
and it seeks 10 appoint former Israeli Premier Shimon Peres in 
Mr. Ghali's post, on the other, and so it is waging a hostile 
campaign against the incumbent secretary general, 

A WRITER for Al Dustour focused attention on the southern 
regions of Jordon, calling for urgent measures to end the 
poverty of the inhabitants there. One visit to the south reveals 
the abject poverty in which most of its inhabitants live despite 
the faa that most of the natural resources come from the south, 
said Mohammad Subeihi. The people in the south do not cry 
out for help though many of them are deprived of many base 
foodstuffs and many have only tea and bread to survive, be 
added. It is unjust and unfair to see our people languishing in 
poverty and nod while other parts of the country enjoy far bet- 
ter living standards, he said. The time has come for ending the 
ordeal of the inhabitants of the south and terminate their need 
and poverty, called the writer. He said Jordanians can do that 
through a national campaign to collect donations for the needy 
people in the south, through directing the attention of the vol- 
untary and charitable organisations to increase their activities 
in the south and exempting students from the south from pay- 
ing university fees. He said the government can offer incen- 
tives to encourage employees in education and health services 
working in the south and can direct most allocations in the fis- 
cal budget for financing projects in Jordan's southern regions. 


Jordanian Perspective 


Or. Musa Keilani 


‘Tonnes of treaty papers and thousands of 
handshakes alone can never achieve peace’ 


MANY ARABS overreacted to the press statements of 
Israeli new Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu in 
Washington this week. Some of the comments and articles 
written used the words: hardline, uncompromising, jeopar- 
dising the peace process, playing with fire, political arro- 
gance, Nazi language. 

1 wonder what they were expecting. Former U.S. con- 
gressman and cabinet member Jack Kemp met Mr. 
Netanyahu on July 9 and handed him the recommenda- 
tions of a study group which the Israeli prime minister had 
earlier identified with and supported and whose report was 
titled: “A New Israeli Strategy Toward 2000.” It is a report 
prepared by the American Enterprise Institute and pub- 
lished by the Jerusalem's Institute for Advanced Strategic 
and Political Studies. 

The study could have been filed as an mteDectual exer- 
cise in the dreamy world of academia had not Israel’s 
prime minister articulated his fell faith in it during his cur- 
rent Washington trip. 

The study advocates what is termed as “a clean break." 
It stresses that Israel can forge a peace process and strate- 
gy based on new foundations. It means a clean break from 
the old slogan of “comprehensive peace” in favour of the 
“balance of power” strategy where “a new axis is formed 
between Israel, Turkey and some Arab states to face the 
Syrian-Lebanese-Iranian alliance. The new axis, according 
to this study, can destabilise and neutralise all threats com- 
ing from Damascus, Iran or Saddam Hussein. 


The clean break requires also a change in the nature of 
relations with the Palestinian National Authority, It stress- 
es the privileges of Israeli soldiers to uphold the right of 
“hot pursuit” for self-defence into all Palestinian areas. 
Moreover, Ml Arafat's grip on his citizens should be 
“loosened" (!) by creating “alternatives" to his authority 
personally or to the Palestinian National Authority. 

To make a “clean break” with the ‘land-for-peace" for- 
mula which led, according to the report, to Israel's retreat 
at many levels, including the security, military, economic 
and political ones would mean that the new imperatives 
were security and peace rather than United Nations reso- 
lutions, some of which are 20 years old. 

The new perspective, the report says, should be “peace 
for peace" or “peace for security." 

Syrian forces in Lebanon and Hizbollah should be direct 
targets for Israeli pro-active measures even if that led to 
incursions into Syrian territory. Peace with Syria can be 
achieved through the well-tested formula of “peace 
through strength” rather than the old, antiquated formulas 
and resolutions. 

According to the study, removing Saddam Hussein from 
power in Iraq is an important Israeli strategic objective in 
its own right It has to be carried out with some Arab help 
in a preemptive attempt to foil Syrian plans to remove him 
and realise Damascus’ regional ambitions. This way a 
“natural axis" is formed with central Iraq, Turkey and 
Israel. 


Israel should be one of the regional powers on which fee 
United States can depend to counter any threats to the 
West’s security or to America's interests in the area. Israel 
should be in a position to neutralise any threat coming 
from either a weak distant army or from a missile attack. 

Israel should be the country to promote Western values 
and traditions. Genuine democracy, protection of human 
rights, pluralism and freedom of press are the main funda- 
mentals that Israel should encourage and monitor that they 
are kept and respected among the neighbours in the Arab 
World and the Middle East 

To neutralise Hizbollah’s rockets, the Syrian territory 
should not be immune to attacks emanating from Lebanon 
by Israeli proxy forces, like the South Lebanon Amiy 
headed by Gen. Antoine Lahad. Striking select targets in 
Syria proper can easily persuade Damascus to think 'twice 
before giving logistic support to pro-Iran Hizbollah. 

With such a line of thinking, it is really absurd to expect 
fulfilment of Arab aspirations from a party leader who 
adheres to ideas which constitute, in case of implementa- 
tion, a recipe for renewed violence and chaos. 

Tonnes of treaty papers and thousands of handshakes can 
never achieve peace among Arabs and Israelis as long as 
the Jerusalem issue is not solved, the Palestinian rights are 
not restored, and an expansionist Netanyahu is not 
restrained. 
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Elected premier is ‘subject to blackmail’ 


By Michael Jansen 

ARIEL SHARON'S inclu- 
sion in the already 
ungovernable Israeli gov- 
ernment of Benyamin 
Netanyahu could spell an 
end to the regional peace 
process. Israel radio bas 
described Sharon’s Ministry 
of National Infrastructure os 
a portfolio “rich in spheres 
of influence and rich in 
power." Which indeed is the 
case. 

Sharon is due to take charge 
of roads, land management 
and rural development, 
water, energy, mines and 
railways. Sharon has used 
previous ministries he has 
held — ‘agriculture and 
defence — jto implement his 
own private expansionist 
policies. As agriculture min- 
ister, be built new settle- 
ments in tire occupied terri- 
tories and expanded old 
ones, and, as defence minis- 
ter in 1982, he went far 
beyood the brief given him 
by then Likud government 
of Menachem Begin and 


ordered the Israeli army to 
invade the southern half of 
Lebanon and occupy Beirut. 
During this operation, 
named “Peace for Galilee,” 
Sharon precipitated the 
massacre of hundreds of 
Palestinians, first in the 
refugee camps of Tyre and 
Sidon and then at Sabra and 
Shatila. south of Beirut. 
Sharon's objective was not 
only to drive the PLO out of 
Lebanon but also the 
Palestinians living in the 
camps who were meant to 
flee into Syria and eventual- 
ly find their way to Jordan 
which would become “the 
Palestinian state." Once this 
was accomplished Sharon 
sought to apply force and 
military pressure to-, drive 
the Palestinians in the West 
Bank across the Jordan 
River into the Kingdom. 
The conversion of Jordan 
into “the Palestinian state” . 
remains on Sharon’s agenda 
— though these days he 
may have to use other than 
military means to accom- 
plish this objective. 


The first, direct means 
would be to use the consid- 
erable powers at his dispos- 
al in his hybrid ministry to 
expropriate large tracts of 
Palestinian land in the West- 
Bank for Israeli roads, 
national parks and military 
installations. He could, 
thereby, make it impossible 
to implement the second 
stage of Palestinian self- 
rule, involving Israeli troop 
redeployment from “B” des- 
ignated areas around the 
400-odd Palestinian vil- 
lages, which would give the 
Palestinians abour 27 per 
cent of the area of the West 
Bank. The Palestinian 
National Authority would, 
thus, be left ip control of six 
towns (and perhaps pact of 
Hebron) on teh map of the 
West Bank, isolated islands 
in an Israeli sea. The 
Palestinians would possess 
only 4-6 per cent of the land 
of fee West Bank and 60 per 
cent of fee Gaza Strip. 
Palestinian “autonomy” 
would then involve “self- 
rule”, rule over fee daily 


lives of people who have no 
entitlement to the land on 
which they live or its 
resources. 

Sharon would then use bis 
control over roads, railways 
and other infrastructure to 
economically squeeze' 
Palestinians towns and vil- 
lages and make it impossi- 
ble for their inhabitants to 
remain. Many Palestinians 
would be forced to leave,, 
wife Jordan being the most 
likely country of emigra- 
tion. The long-term leakage 
would, like Sharon's more 
dramatic plan for forcible 
expulsion, bring about the 
“ethnic cleansing" of the 
West Bank and prepare the 
way for a massive Jewish 
setdenjeot drive. 

There is little likelihood feat 
the Likud newcomer. 
Benyamin Netanyahu, mil 
have fee will and the means 
to curb fee powerful and 
domineering former gener- 
al. Since he took office on ■ 
June 18, Netanyahu has 
shown himself to be inca- 
pable of managing fee coali- 


tion partners he has taken 
into his cabinet, none of 
whom can march Sharon for 
dedication to the cause of 
“Greater Israel”. 

In the cabinet, Sharon will 
be in an excellent position 
to lead secular and religious 
hardliners in action to block 
territorial concessions to the 
Arabs. Sharon will ensure 
feat Netanyahu will not be 
pressured by anyone, nei- 
ther the U.S. nor the Arabs, 
to trade ‘land” occupied by 
Israel io 1967 for “peace". It 
is already clear that 
Netanyahu, fee first Israeli 
prime minister to be elected 
in his own right, will not be 
allowed to exercise the con- 
siderable powers the elec- 
toral reform was meant to 
confer on him. Instead of 
reducing the leverage of the 
small parties, or fee reli- 
gious factions, fee reform 
has made Netanyahu partic- 
ularly subject to blackmail- 
ing pressures. 

Sharon’s entry into the 
Netanyahu cabinet, with all 
its negative portents for the 


peace process, will hardly 
be noticed by fee politicians 
in Washington gearing up. to 
receive the new Israeli 
prime minister making his 
first official visit to the U.S. 
this week. This is because 
all American politicians, 
both in fee White House and 
Congress, re main beholden 
to the pro-Israel lobby for 
the funds to conduct the 
highly expensive election 
campaigns they must wage 
to get back into office this 
November. It is estimated 
that American Jews, heavi- 
ly-influenced by fee Zionist 
lobby, contribute more than 
/2ft'per cent of fee funds for 
President J3UI. Clinton’s 
Campaign fending. As a 
result, Washington will put 
out the red carpet and 
extend a warm welcome to 
Benyamin Netanyahu, the 
man who brought Ariel 
Sharon back from his farm 
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THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Bread subsidies 


the last recourse? 


REVIEWED BY ELIA 
NASRALLAH 

THE LOCAL Arabic 
newspapers last week dis- 
cussed at length fee ques- 
tion of increases in bread 
prices, fee Israeli prime 
minister's visit to fee 
United States and fee 
Middle East question in 
addition to several 
domestic issues. 

I call on fee government 
to reexamine its plans for 
increasing the bread 
prices before announcing 
them to the public 
b^ause this is a very del- 
icate question which is 
bound to cause many 
headaches, said Sultpn Al 
Hattab, a writer for Al 
Ra’i. 

The government claims 
that it will save JD 50 mil- 
lion annually by lifting 
the subsidy on bread, but 
this is only a theory on 
paper that might or might 
not succeed, he added. 

Given the weak an inef- 
ficient public administra- 
tion which by no means 
can ensure the distribu- 
tion of fee JD 15 to each 
citizen annually to offset 
the increase in fee bread 
prices, fee public feels 
that what happened wife 
fee food coupons con- 
cerning sugar, rice and 
powdered milk, when 
many people did not 
receive fee subsidy, could 
easily happen with the 
bread, said fee writer. 
Once bitten twice shy, he 
concluded. 

A writer for Al Dustour 
said that instead of hiking 
the price of bread, which 
is fee main staple for the 
majority of Jordanians, 
the government cum direct 


its attention to other non- 
essential commodities to 
save the cost of food sub- 
sidies. 

Ali Safadi said that 
economising and 

rationing spending is a 
very wise step in this 
direction, and this is a slo- 
gan which fee late Prime 
Minister Abdul Hamid 
Sharaf had called for in 
1980 but was never 
applied in Jordan. 

The writer said feat fee 
government could control 
its spending at all levels 
by banning fee importa- 
tion of luxury cars used 
by cabinet ministers, 
reducing the number of 
visits by ministers and 
official delegations 
abroad and by avoiding 
payment of high rents for 
buildings to be used by 
government offices. By so 
doing, he added, the gov- 
ernment can set a good 
and wise example for the 
public, part of which still 
has the tendency to show 
off its wealth through 
extravagance and lavish 
spending on non-essential 
commodities. 

A writer for Al Ra’i said 
that hiking the bread 
prices will cause pain and 
more difficulties to the 
needy and the limited- 
income groups. ' Since 
everyone admits feat the 
purchasing power of fee 
Jordanian dinar is declin- 
ing sharply, fee JD 15 
promised each individual 
by the government would 
not be sufficient to help 
the poor cope wife fee ris- 
ing costs of all other com- 
modities, in addition to 
bread, said Mahmoud 
Rimawi. 

The writer said that fee 


government should seek 
other means to cut spend- 
ing and keep fee current 
prices untouched because 
many poor Jordanians 
depend solely on bread 
fix- sustenance. 

He said that wife fee 
rise in fee cost of flour, all 
commodities based on 
flour and sold as cheap 
popular food are bound to 
rise. The writer warned 
feat the majority of the 
Jordanian people enter 
into the low-income cate- 
gory, which means that 
tiiis majority would suf- 
fer. 

By increasing fee price 
of bread, the government 
is crossing fee red line 
and it is therefore advis- 
able to refrain from taking 
such a dangerous step, 
said Taher Adwan, a 
writer for Al Dustour. 

The political parties 
have been calling on fee 
government to avoid such 
a step because they feel 
that the people of Jordan, 
who are beset by chronic 
problems like unemploy- 
ment and poverty, would 
face increasing sufferings, 
he said. 

The government, he 
added, should find other 
means of cutting spending 
and saving fee subsidies 
on food commodities, on 
the one hand, and should 
fry to initiate income- 
generating projects for fee 
unemployed, on fee other, 
he said. 

It is true feat fee govern- . 
meat is trying to imple- 
ment instructions by the 
International Monetary 
Fund, which calls for end- 
ing subsidies on food, but 
by complying, the gov- 
ernment would be tam- 


pering with fee public’s 
food security. 

The United States came 
under severe criticism 
from a writer for Al Ra’i 
who said feat while back- 
ing Shimon Peres during 
his election campaign for 
what it called a man for 
peace, the U.S. adminis- 
tration' bas changed its 
position 100 per cent by 
backing Netanyahu and 
his hardline positions vis- 
i-vis the peace process. 

Tayseer Ai Zibri said 
feat the U.S. administra- 
tion is in need of Jewish 
votes to secure a second 
term for President Bill 
Clinton at the White 
House and is not in fee 
least concerned wife the 
implementation of a just 
and durable peace in the 
region. 

One sign of the U.S. 
administration's change 
of heart was a recent 
statement by Secretary of 

State Warren Christopher 
who stressed that Israel’s 
security comes before 
peace and all other con- 
siderations, said the 
writer. 

He added that the U.S. 
administration, which is 
backing Netanyahu, is 
clearly slapping the face 
of fee Arab leaders who 
voiced their collective 
stand at fee Cairo summit 
concerning the new 
Israeli government's poli- 
cies. 

The Arabs, who have 
been hoping to have gen- 
uine peace wife Israel, 
and fee Palestinians in 
particular should wake up 
" to the bitter facts and 
realise that peace is far- 
ther than ever before 
thanks to the Israeli gov- 


ernment’s hardline stance, 
said Nawaf Zara, a writer 
for Al Dustour. 

Those who had been 
deceived by Israeli state- 
ments and have been opti- 
mistic about peace should 
realise that their dreams 
are being dashed away by 
Netanyahu's polides, he 
said. 

Not only did Netanyahu 
torpedo fee formula of 
exchanging land for peace 
and declared this openly 
in fee United States and in 
the Middle East, he bas 
also made it clear that his 
ambitions of expanding 
fee settlements and 
depriving the Palestinians 
of their independent state 
is a reality fear will be 
pursued ar all costs, said 
fee writer. 

He warned feat fee dis- 
appointment and frustra- 
tions of fee Arabs are just 
beginning and said feat it 
is not acceptable for them 
to keep taking blows and 
feeling frustrated without 
taking up a course of con- 
frontation wife the Jewish 
state. 

A writer for Al Ra’i pre- 
dicted a revival of fee 
intifada in Palestine 
against fee Israeli arro- 
gance and the new Likud- 
led government's hardline 
policies. Mahmoud 
Rimawi said feat while 
the world keeps hearing 
he Israeli leaders' brag- 
ging abut their intention 
to have peace, everyone is 
witnessing actions that 
ran contrary to such 
claims. 

By lying to the world 
and by disregarding fee 
Palestinian people’s legit- 
imate rights in their 
homeland, said the writer. 


the Israelis are inviting a 
new intifada and a new 
explosion in the occupied 
Arab territories, he 
warned. 

The more extremism the 
Israelis are showing, the 
more determination can 
be expected from fee 
Palestinians to regain 
their rights and lands, he 
said. It is time for fee 
Israelis to realise feat 
commitment to peace, in 
deed rather than words, is 
the only way to ensure 
security and stability for 
themselves and the region 
at large. 

A writer for AI Dustour 
said that while efforts 
under way for mod- 
ernising equipment at 
government hospitals are 
to be appreciated, one 
should point out feat only 
providing qualified spe- 
cialists and physicians to 
deal wife the patients and 
giving due attention to all 
cases remains the most 
essential and basic factor 
for improving fee health 
service in Jordan. 

Mohammad Daoud said 
feat government hospitals 
have to dispose of many 
negative elements like 
failing to deal promptly 
with emergency cases and 
giving due attention to 
people wife diseases like 
blood pressure and dia- 
betes in order to improve 
this Service to fee public. 

The writer said feat 
sometimes these negative 
aspects surface due to 
overcrowdedness at hos- 
pitals, but fei$ is not fee 
fault of fee patients and 
therefore hospitals and 
fee Ministry of Health arc 
to blame for any "short- 
comings. 
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which were not overprint- 
ed, are still valid for 



By Dr. Jay Levinson 

The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) has begun 
issuing stamps and for- 
warding letters, a feat not 
without problems consider- 
ing that there was no postal 
system and setting up one 
takes some pioneering 
effort 

Following the Oslo 
accord, the nascent PNA 
printed a quick, definitive 
set of four stamps, each in 
another colour and depict- 
ing the national coat of 
arms. A larger multi- 
coloured series was then 
ordered, ■ but problems 
quickly ensued. The diffi- 
culty was not the pictures, 
some of which were sites in 
Jerusalem which is not in 
the domain of the PNA. The 
series was printed in 
denominations from five to 

1 ,000 mils. The Israeli 
objection was to the mone- 
tary unit reminiscent of the 
old British Mandate 
coinage. So. the stamps in 
the large series were over- 
printed with same values, 
but now renamed fils. 

As relates Ahmad Gharib, 
a veteran Gaza postal 
employee who started work 
in the Egyptian period 
before the June 1967 war 
and now heads the PNA 
Philatelic Bureau, the rela- 
tively few mils stamps. 


postage, but only within the 
PNA. 


They may not be used for 
postage from the PNA to 
Israel nor to destinations 
abroad. Those are the offi- 
cial rules, but Dr. Joseph 


Wallach, a veteran Israeli 
collector, has ample exam- 
ples of stamps used to the 
contrary. 


Not all problems have 
been caused by Israel. A 
souvenir sheet in mils was 
issued to herald the “Gaza- 
Jericho Peace Agreement” 


Pictured without names 
were Yasser Arafat, Yitzak 
Rabin and Bill Clinton. 
When the instruction was 
received to change the 
monetary unit, the sheets 
were overstamped not only 
with “fils” but also “Nobel 
Peace Prize” and the names 
Arafat Rabin and Peres. 


The growing pains of the 
post office continued. The 
agreements with Israel 
specified very clearly that 
all stamps must clearly 
show the words “Palestin- 
ian National Authority”. So 
it was with the next series 
on which “Palestinian 
National Authority” 
appears in both English and 
Arabic. The subject of the 
stamps, however, was 
reproductions of the British 


Mandate stamps. This made 
newspaper headlines as 
some Israelis charged that 
the Mandate stamps 
labelled “Palestine” was a 
political tactic. 

And there was another 
problem. After the issue of 
a commemorative series 
showing traditional cos- 


tumes, a Christmas series 
was released in late winter: 
Christmas in Man*? As 
Gharib explained frankly: 
“You have to understand. 
There are difficulties. We 
are just getting started. We 
missed the deadline.” 

Hie portrait of His 
Majesty King Hussein is a 
f amil iar sight on Jordanian 
stamps. Tire latest PNA set 
takes a similar tact, pictur- 
ing PLO Chairman Arafat 


on all the stamps in the 

series. 

In Jordan, the Philatelic 
Bureau processes orders 
from around the world with 
standing orders for those 
who want all new issues. 


That is the goal of the PNA 
Philatelic Bureau which is 
headquartered at the Gaza 


Central Post Office. Orders 
for stamps can be 
processed, but there are no 
first day covers nor post 
office opening envelopes. 
Bookkeeping is also strictly 
manual, and one must send 


cash by registered mail . 
According to Gharib, the 
banking system is not yet 


set up to clearing cheques 
quickly. 

Buying stamps in the post 
office in the PNA is not as 
simple as it sounds. Experi- 
ence has shown that postal 
clerics tend to be friendly. 
The problem is purely phi- 
latelic. Not all stamps have 
been distributed to all post 
offices, so “buying every- 
thing” does not insure 
acquiring full sets of all 
issues. There are labels for 
airmail and registry, but 
there are still no aero- 
grammes, postcards or 
international reply coupons. 

If you send a letter to the 
PNA, do not expect it to 
arrive quickly. Last month, 
this author sent a registered 
letter from Jerusalem to the 
post office in Gaza. The lei- 
, ter did arrive, three weeks 
later. 

Slowly but surely the mail 
is moving. Griginally, ail 
PNA mail was forwarded 
via Israel. Now, most for- 
eign mail still takes this 
route. Items to the Arab 
World, however, go directly 
from the West Bank via Jor- 
dan and from Gaza via 
Egypt 

So, if you see unusual 
stamps on letters in your 
mail, you know where they 
came from. There is only 
one more catch. The stamps 
show up only on postcards 
and letters. The PNA still 





Indian barmaids gear up 


Writer bridges different 


to oppose crackdown 


worlds through fiction 


By Clarence Fernandez 

Reuter 

BOMBAY — Strobe lights 
revolve overhead, cutting 
the flared skirts of dancers 
swaying to the lilt of Indian 
love songs into, brightly 
coloured segments. 

Dust wafts in the light 
that swirls around the 
dancers and few drinkers in 
the bar seem to notice the 
smell of sweat and stale 
food that clings tightly 
about them. 

But this typical night on 
tire tiles for thousands of 
blue-collar workers who 
cannot afford Bombay’s 
swankier watering holes 
may soon be a thing of the 
past 

The rightwing govern- 
ment of India’s wealthiest 
state of Maharashtra has 
recently vowed to tighten 
enforcement of the regula- 
tions that govern the city’s 

55,000 bars. 

Good-looking waitresses 
provide patrons a mild dose 
of titillation in an estimated 
2,700 of these bars as they 
serve expensive liquor 
Women also work as 
dancers and singers, belting 
out popular film songs. 

But in the grey early 
hours of morning, some of 
the waitresses may satisfy 
clients’ more basic needs, 


too, the police believe. 

“It is a cover for all kinds 
of things,” said a top police 
official who did not want to 
be identified. “As the crime 
graph rises, we have no 
option but to check these 
activities.” 

Besides, the rising inci- 
dents of late night violence, 
involving waitresses on 
their way home from work, 
have aroused authorities’ 
fears, he said. 

Bombay’s police force 
has decided to activate a 
48-year-old law that bars 
women and children from 
working in commercial 
establishments after eight 
o’clock in the evening. 

“Many of these places 
have licences for inch an 
classical dance perfor- 
mances,” said tire police 
officer. “But the shows 
often have no resemblance 
to any thin g Indian or clas- 
SIC. 

The waitresses swear they 
will not give up without a 
fight. 

“During the last few 
weeks, the police have 
started raiding the ladies’ 
bars in the northeastern 
suburbs," said An and Shet- 
ty, president of the Bar and 
Restaurant Working-Class 
Ladies’ Association. 

“Business has fallen off. 
Our customers are staying 


away because they are 
scared of being arrested.” 

Mr. Sheuy said his organ- 
isation, which has about 

5,000 members, will take 
the fight to the courts. But 
first it plans to march on the 
state’s legislative assembly, 
on July 10, in a bjd to per- 
suade the state's legislators 
to update the rules. 

Ladies’ bars, as they are 
colloquially known, pro- 
vide employment to dose 
on 40,000 women in a city 
of 13 million, Mr. Shetty 
estimated. 

“There is no prostitution 
going on at the time of duty, 
I can assure you,” shetty 
said. “But what the women 
do after hours is their own 
concern.” 

Indian authorities’ atti- 
tude to liquor, and pubs in 
general, is ambiguous. Spo- 
radic crackdowns on bars, 
in line with a general 
national policy of prohibi- 
tion, are apt to run out of 
steam when faced with 
opposition from local busi- 
ness. 

An identical ban last year 
fizzled out after strong 
protest from the waitresses. 

“Nightlife in Bombay 
comes to an end at the latest 
by one a.rru” said State 
Cultural Affairs Minister 
Pramod Navalkar, the mov- 
ing spirit behind the new 


ban. 

“What is the need to be 
out after that? Our action is 
directed towards curbing 
ami-sodal activities, not 
the social life of the dty,” 
Mr. Navalkar added. 

Some of the waitresses 
see- the controversy as yet 
another hurdle in the way 
of their efforts to make a 
living. 

“I mate around 300 
rupees on a good day,” said 
sbobha, 31, who works as a 
waitress in a tiny bar in the 
northeastern suburb of 
chembun 

Immaculately coiffed, 
she wore a dress that clung 
to her torso, flaring out at 
the hips. Jewels flashed at 
her ears arid throat Shobba 
smiled as she took a 100- 
rupee note out of the fin- 
gers of a patron, to hand it 
to the singer on the stage. 

“I have to support my 
parents and three-year-old 
son alone after my husband 
died a year ago,” she said. 
“I left school at thirteen. It’s 
difficult to get a similar job 
anywhere else.” 

Shobha’s neighbours 
think riie works as an extra 
in the dance scenes in the 
films that Bombay's studios 
churn out each day. 


By Sonali Desai 

Reuter 

SINGAPORE — Singa- 
porean author Ho Minfong 
looks entirely in her ele- 
ment addressing a large 
audience of teenage school- 
girls about the- homesick- 
ness and nostalgia that first 
drove her to write. 

More than 800 young- 
sters, many of them lost in 
the cushioned seats of their 
school hall, listen avidly, 
laughing with warm recog- 
nition at her jokes about 
“pushy boys” and bursting 
into applause as she slips 
unexpectedly into ancient 
Chinese verse. 

Ms. Ho, who left her 
then-home in sob-tropical 
Thailand to go to school in 
wintry Ithaca, New York at 
the age of 16, said her first 
novel was . bom out of 
intense homesickness. 

“I missed the very basic 
things of home: the leaves, 
the son, people’s skin ... 
“Sing to the Dawn” was a 
way to bridge Ithaca and 
Bangkok.” 

Essentially a children’s 
tale, “Sing to the Dawn” is 
about a Thai village girl 
who wins a scholarship to 
study in the city, but feces 
the resistance of her father 


and brother while she grap- 
ples with her own insecuri- 
ties about leaving home. 

The book, widely studied 
in Singapore schools, was 
adapted recently into a 
musical by the Singapore 
■repertory theatre in a cross- 
border > ./.collaboration 
between the U.S.-based Ho, 
British lyricist Stephen 
Clark and Singapore 
singer-composer Dick Lee. 

Ms. Ho, in ‘Singapore ear- 
lier this month to promote 
the musical at the launch of 
an international arts festi- 
val, admits that she has 
never entirely forgotten the 
initial wrench of leaving 
home. It’s not difficult to 
see why: the 45-year-old 
writer has lived in Laos, 
Thailand, Singapore, Tai- 
wan and Switzerland — 
and now makes her home in 
Ithaca with her husband 
and three children. 

“Writing for me became a 
glue that 1 used to try and 
patch together the different 
parts of myself ... The Thai 
of my hands, the Cantonese 
of my heart, the English of 
my bead,” she tells her 
school audience. 

Later, sitting across the 
sunny kitchen table in her 
parents’ home, Ms. Ho is as 
animated — and even more 


North Koreans in Japan move out of isolation 


By Yvonne Chang 
Reuter 

KOKUBUNJI, Japan (R) 
— North Korea’s halting 
steps to end its international 
isolation are also spreading 
to the biggest overseas 
co mmuni ty of ethnic North 

Koreans. 

The overseas Koreans do 
not have as far to travel as 
compatriots in their Com- 
munist homeland — just a 
step outside the pro-North 
Korean schools and college 
operating in Japan. 

While the majority of 
graduates from the pro- 
Pyongyang Korean Univer- 
sity in Japan aspire to 
become teachers at other 
pro-North schools inside 
Japan, some are starting to 
venture outside the estimat- 
ed 250,000 pro-North 
Korean community in 
Japan. 

"One of my former class- 
mates recently went to Korea 
Town in America to study 
computer technology.” said Oh 
Wong-Ik. 21. a third-year stu- 
dent at the Korea University, 
in the western Tokyo suburb of 
KokubunjL 


A decade ago, it would have 
been unthinkable for a pro- 
Pyongyang Korean in Japan to 
cross” the political aisle and 
join the pro-Seoul Korean 
community in Los Angeles. 

Another graduate has gone 
even further and wholeheart- 
edly embraced capitalism by 
taking a master of business 
administration (MBA) degree 
ar a U.S. university. 

Other graduates of the 
fiercely pro-Pyongyang col- 
lege, adorned with portraits of 
Kim Jong-D and Kim D-Sung. 
work at Japanese firms to meet 
a growing demand for bilin- 
gual staff. 

Still the students wanting to 
come in from the cold are the 
exception and the majority of 
the 1500 students at the col- 
lege want to become teachers 
at” other pro-North schools 
inside Japan to pass on their 
ethnic identity to the next gen- 
eration. 

-*I tftink teachers play the 
most important role in 
enabling one to live as a Kore- 
an in Japan.” Mr. Oh said. “I 
want to pass on what 1 learned 
from my teachers to the next 
generation.” 

While most pro-Seoul Kore- 


an children in Japan attend 
Japanese schools, many of the 

20.000 children of the pro- 
North community enter one of 
145 schools run by the pro- 
Pyongyang General Associa- 
tion of Korean Residents in 
Japan, or Chongryon. 

At the top of the pyramid of 
this chain of schools is the 
Korea University, the only uni- 
versity in Japan run by North 
Koreans to provide higher edu- 
cation for the community. 

The courses consist largely 
of teaching the Korean lan- 
guage, culture and history 
modelled on what is taught in 
North Korean schools at this 
moment, down to Marxist eco- 
nomic theory. 

The pro-North schools are a 
legacy of Japan’s colonial rule 
of the Korean peninsula from 
1910 to 1945. The Japanese 
brought 2.1 million Koreans to 
Japan as forced labourers. 

After Japan’s World War n 
defeat, a total of 600.000 
Koreans decided to stay in 
Japan. They are split between 
40 per cent who remain loyal 
to Pyongyang and 60 per cent 
who support South Korea, _ 

In -contrast to pro-Soufe 
counterparts. employment 


opportunities for pro- 
Pyongyang Koreans are still 
mostly limited to firms and 
organisations run by members 
of the community. 

Pak Sam-Sok, professor of 
international relations at the 
university, blamed Japanese 
discrimination against Kore- 
ans, especially those loyal to 
Pyongyang. 

“Discrimination against os is 
institutionalised,” Mr. Pak 
said. 

He singled out education 
laws which do not recognise 
North Korean schools and the 
10 pro-Seoul Korean schools 
in Japan. 

The law bans graduates of 
the schools from entering 
Japanese universities on the 
grounds that they have not 
received compulsory Japanese 
education. 

Of the roughly 400 who 
graduate every year from 
fee pro-Pyongyang high 
school 'in Tokyo, some 120 
enter Korea University, and 
1 80 seek employment. 

The remainder try to enter 
Japanese universities, although 
only after enrolling wife 
Japanese correspondence 
schools so they can technically 


finish compulsory education. 

Parents in the North Korean 
community are caught 
between wanting to provide 
ethnic education while offer- 
ing wider career chances for 
children likely to remain per- 
manently in Japan. 

“Until the 1970s. North 
Koreans here thought of 
returning to their homeland. 
But today many have already 
financially and socially estab- 
lished themselves here,” Mr. 
Pak said. 

To accommodate calls for 
wider career possibilities, fee 
association running the 


schools revised the curriculum 
in 1993 to raise the standard of 
education to match that of 
Japanese schools, while keep- 
ing ethnic education intact. 

The students are comfort- 
able wife the changes. 

“The pace of integration in 
my generation is increasing. 
But being a Korean in Japan is 
my way of contributing to my 
North Korean homeland,” said 
Mr. Oh. 

Mr. Oh’s classmate Pak 
Myong-Hwg agreed. “There 
will come a time when we can 
also present ourselves to the 
international scene.” 


ANNONCE DE L’AMBASSADE 
DE FRANCE 

Monsieur Bernard BAJOLET, Ambassadeur de 
France en Jordanie, invite cordialement les 
frangais en Jordanie a la reception qu’il offrira a 
^occasion de la Fete Nationale, ie DIMANCHE 
14 juiliet 1996 de 19 H 30- a 21 H 30, a la Resi- 
dence de France a Amman. Les cartons d’invita- 
tion, qui seront exiges a I’entree de la residence, 
peuvent etre retires jusqu’au dimanche 14 juiliet 
a 16 H 00 & i’Ambassade, sur presentation 
d’une carte cTidentite. 


relaxed before an audience 
of one. 

“There are certain mark- 
ers you come back to again 
and again. For me, it’s been 
the seose of leaving home, 
the* tension* between too 
much -freedom ^.and -too 
much definition,” she 
observes. 

It is the same tension die 
young Thai girl, Dawan, 
experiences in “Sing to the 
Dawn” as she finally wins 
the approval of her family 
and prepares to leave for 
the city. 

“For me, the most power- 
ful part of the book has 
always been the point at 
which dawan says to her 
grandmother: ‘How can I 
take the sunset? How can 1 
take the things that really 
matter to me — I don’t 
know that I really want to 
go’,” Ms. Ho says, her 
voice dipping to near 
silence. 

In adapting for the stage a 
novel she wrote 20 years 
ago, Ms. Ho found herself 
pruning what she calls its 
more “didactic” aspects 
while dramatising Dawan ’s 
internal conflict into a full- 
fledged battle between the 
sexes. 

Her other novels, “Rice 
without Rain” and “The 


Clay Marble”, deal with the 
effects of a student uprising 
and of the Cambodian war 
on villages in Thailand. 
They are also written from 
a young girl’s perspective. 

' Noting that she frequently 
speaks ar schools in tire 
United States, she adds that 
her visits to girls’ schools in 
Singapore hold a unique 
appeaL 

“My books sell a lot more 
copies in the U.S., but 
there’s never been the kind 
of warmth and enthusiasm 
there is from the girls here. 
For one thing, there are no 
girls’ schools there. 

“I like the fact that the 
stories they (Singapore 
schools) have used are all 
about empowering girls,” 
she says. 

Ms. Ho’s decision more 
than 20 years ago to set up 
the Dawn Fellowship, using 
a portion of sing to the 
Dawn’s royalties, gave 
expression to her ideas 
about empowerment. 

“The book has made it 
possible for some real Thai 
village girls to study and 
become nurses,” she says in 
response to a student’s 
question, adding with a 
smile: “So you see, it all 
weaves together.” 



Seeks applicants for teaching posts for 
all grades. 

- Native speakers for English Language., 

- Bilingual teachers for English Language 
and English Maths. Applicants should 
have relevant university degrees. 

Applications will be held in confidence . 

B Quality Education 
□ Congenial Surroundings 

Please fax full curriculum vitae to 831760 
or call secretary on 830845/ 830227 / 831 760 / 
832907 / 8361 1 2 or just come and meet 
administration, 

daily except Fridays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


Smoke Free 
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Economy 

Europe an aid being squandered by bureaucracy 

Rich countries slash aid 
to the poor, says new report 


siness 
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SYDNEY (AFP) — Aid 
contributions from 21 of the 
world's detest nations to 
some of the poorest fell in 
1994 to their lowest level in 
20 years, according to an 
international report 
The reality of aid report 
also found much of the aid 
still flowing goes toward 
securing commercial adv- 
antage and economic adv- 
ancement of donor coun- 
tries ratter than addressing 
the basic needs of the. poor. 

It said eight of 21~xnem- 
bers of the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development's (OECD) de- 
velopment assistance com- 
mittee cut their contribu- 
tions. as the share of aid to 
the poorest countries fell by 
seven per cent since 1990. 

The report, the fourth 
study of aid fending by an 
international network of 
non-government organisa- 
tions, was released here 
amid continuing controver- 
sy over Australia's decision 
to abolish an aid scheme 
which had provided soft 
loans tied to export con- 
tracts. 

Four Asian nations — 
China, Indonesia, Vietnam 
and the Philippines — 
protested to Canberra about 
its cancellation of the 
development import 
finance facility which cost 
Australia one billion dollars 
(5800 milli on } in export 
contracts to save 120 mil- 
lion dollars a year. 

The report finds that Aus- 
tralia had followed the lead 
of 20 otter industrialised 
nations which had reduced 
their aid budgets in 199.4 to 


their lowest level in 20 
years. 

While Australia had 
increased aid in real terms 
in 1995/96, the aid still rep- 
resented a historic low of 
033 per cent of gross 
national product, compared 
with the United Nation’s 
target of 0.7 per cent. 

British Labour Party 
spokesman on development 
cooperation. Lord Frank 
Judd, a former director of 
the aid agency Oxfam U.K., 
rejected arguments by rich 
countries feat they could 
not afford to increase or 
maintain aid contributions. 

“When these things were 
pioneered, when it was seen 
as an issue of absolute 
moral priority that we must 
be tackling these issues, we 
weren’t as wealthy as we 
are today,” Mr. Lord Judd 
told reporters after releas- 
ing the report. 

“It's not feat we can’t 
afford, we choose not to 
afford,” he said. “We put a 
higher premium on selfish- 
ness than we do on pulling 
together as a human race ” 

He also appealed to gov- 
ernments not to shy away 
from intervening in market 
processes to safeguard 
common good and meet 
basic human needs. 

Australian Council for 
Overseas Aid executive 
director Janet Hunt said the 
findings were a damning 
report card on global com- 
mitment to ending poverty. 

Another international 
report says European aid to 
lesser developed countries 
is not only shrinking, but 


much of what remains is 
squandered in bureaucracy 
or tinted to trade. 

Reality of Aid 1996 — a 
report by non-governmen- 
tal organisations from 27 
countries — says aid is 
likely to fell to its lowest 
level ever this year. 

The report also says feat 
competition for fends 
means the countries feat 
need aid most are getting 
less. 

“Least developed and 
other low income countries 
have seen their share of aid 
fell by seven per cent since 
1990,” fee report says. 
“Bilateral aid to sub-Saha- 
ran Africa ... since 1991 has 
been reduced by $670 mil- 
lion.” 

Mirjam van Reisen, one 
of the report's authors, told 
Reuters fee situation could 
improve dramatically if fee 
European Union (EU) and 
member states put more 
emphasis on coordination. 

She said fee European 
Commission — which has 
fee job of coordinating aid 
policy by EU member 
states — faced countless 
problems including an 
“incoherent organisational 
structure” which meant 
much of fee work was 
duplicated. 

The regionally orientated 
divisions of fee commission 
compound the problem — 
there are four separate 
departments dealing with 
development policy as well 
as the European Communi- 
ty Humanitarian Office 
(ECHO). 

Ms. Van Reisen said 


Ireland tops EU growth 
table for second year 


LUXEMBOURG (AFP) — 
Ireland’s status as the eco- 
nomic tiger of western Eu- 
rope was confirmed recent- 
ly with the publication of 
figures potting it at fee top 
of the European Union’s 
growth table for a second 
consecutive year. 

An 8.6 per cent increase 
in gross domestic product 
(GDP) was nearly twice as 


fast as its closest rival, Fin- 
land, which saw growth of 
42 per cent in its first full 
year in fee European Un- 
ion (EU). Overall, fee 
European Union's economy 
grew at a rate of 2.4 per 
cent in 1995, down from 
2.8 per cent in 1994, 
according to the figures 
released by Eurostat 
Thar compares with 2.1 


per cent in the United 
States and 0.9 per cent in 
Japan Austria registered 
the lowest growth at 1.8 per 
cent, followed by Belgium, 
Germany and Portugal (1.9 
percent). 

The four big EU 
economies — France, Ger- 
many, Italy and fee U.K. — 
accounted for 72 per cent of 
fee E^s total GDP. 


THE Daily Crossword by Florence C. Adler 


ACROSS 
1 Karenina 
5 Feels 
compassion 
10 Salver 

14 Borscht 
ingredient 

15 Because of 

16 Rabbit 

17 Inland sea 

1 8 Tapestry 

19 Collar 

20 Slate flower of 
Florida 

23 Require 

24 1492 vessel 

25 Andrea del — 
28 Raines and 

Logan 

31 Case for a small 
article 

32 Creed 

34 State: abbr. 

37 Clara Barton 

40 Wind direction: 
abbr. 

41 Anticipates 

42 Jar 

43 Follow 

44 Small fish 

45 Monster of fairy 
tales 

47 Italian city 
49 Very jealous 

55 Author Waugh 

56 Mistake 

57 Tiny particle 

59 Convene 

60 Sawyer of TV 

61 Roman robe 

62 — and egds 

63 High-spirited 
horse 

64 Enthusiasm 
DOWN 

1 Desert garment 

2 Pianist Peter 

3 Approach 

4 — City (resort) 

5 Proverb 

6 Healed 

7 Seasoning plant 

8 And others: 
abbr. 

9 Far to middling 
10 Dissertation 
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51 152 
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1 57 


161 


[64 


11 Boca— . FL 

12 Scent 

13 Urging 

21 Modem: pref. 

22 Chaotic situation 

25 Withered 

26 o'clock 
scholar' 1 

27 Impolite 

28 " — Vanned 
(Holmes novel) 

29 Pick up 

30 Tolstoy and 
Durocher 

32 Curtsies 

33 Jacob's twin 

34 Lazy 

35 Little — 
(Dickens' girt) 

36 Mild expletive 

38 Rajah's wife 

39 Select a 
candidate 

43 Constructs 

44 Holy woman: 
abbr. 

45 Eyed 
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46 Avarice 

47 Expiate 

48 Fragment 
50 Beatty and 

Rorem 


52 Dies — 

53 Type of flight: 
abbr. 

54 Mental discipline 

55 — , a mas, amat 


51 Legal document 58 Isle of — 


while member states were 
putting more pressure on 
fee commission over aid, 
they were not making 
resources available. 

She said there was a 
“drastic shortage of staff 
and lack of expertise within 
fee commission” leading to 
a greater emphasis being 
put on more costly subcon- 
tractors. 

The report said fee gulf 
between donor rhetoric and 
action was a key feature of 
international aid 

It said donors wanted free 
trade, but linking aid to 
trade had cost recipient 
countries an estimated $2 
billion in overpricing. 
Human rights considera- 
tions were also buried by 
commercial interests, it 
said. 

Reality of aid called on 
governments to set dead- 
lines for eradicating pover- 
ty, ensure aid as a percent- 
age of donor nation gross 
domestic product was 
maintained and allocate at 
least 50 per cent of aid for 
direct investment in social 
development 


Palestinians prepare stock exchange 


NABLUS, West Bank (R) 
— Palestinians, eager to 
get the wheels of their 
economy going, are plan- 
ning their first stock 
exchange to attract capital 
from expatriates reluctant 
to invest in fee volatile 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Work on fee $2 million 
Palestine Securities 
Exchange (PSE) in the 
West Bank dty of Nablus is 
in the final stages and the 
folly electrode bourse 
could be open for trading 
before fee end of the year, 
officials said. 

The PSE is a joint venture 
by fee Palestinian Develop- 
ment and Investment Com- 
pany (PADICO) and fee 
Palestine Liberation Organ- 
isation’s (PLO) Sained 
Establishment, both impor- 
tant players in the nascent 
economy in self-rule areas. 

“The stock market was 
designed to repatriate expa- 
triate Palestinian capital by 
ensuring maximum protec- 
tion for investors,” PSE 
General Manager Safivan 
Bataina told Reuters. 

He said feat fee modern 
technology, transparency 
and strict monitoring regu- 
lations would enable 
investors to monitor their 
investments from anywhere 
in the world. 

Preparatory work began 
last year, while Israel and 


fee PLO moved forward in 
implementing their 1993 
self-rule accord. 

But -Palestinian econo- 
mists fear feat fee election 
of hardliner Benyamin 
Netanyahu as Israel’s prime 
minister could discourage 
investors. 

Mr. Netanyahu opposes 
trading occupied Arab land 
for peace and has said his 
top priority would be secu- 
rity for Israel, which under 
its deals wife fee PLO con- 
trols fee self-rule areas' 
crossing points and the 
flow of imports and 
exports. But Dr. Bataina 
said investors in fee bourse 
project were not swayed by 
fee government change in 
Israel 

“Of course we cannot 
ignore the outcome of fee 
Israeli elections. But fee 
fmancers are committed to 
fee project and will not be 
stopped by Netanyahu or 
by others,” Dr. Bataina said. 

Canadian experts and 
technicians contracted by 
the PSE have begun fur- 
nishing fee 1300 square 
metre future bourse. 

State-of-the-art commu- 
nications equipment and 
computer networks are 
being installed at fee spa- 


f UNFURNISHED APARTMENT > 

FOR RENT 

Newly built building. 3 bedrooms - one master - 3 
bathrooms - balcony - kitchen - central heating. 
Close to main services. 

^ Tel: 834027, from 2:00 to 6:00 p.m. ^ 

/ FOR RENT \ 

Luxury fully furnished apartment for rent, Area 
330 Sq.m., 2nd floor, Jabal Amman, 4th Circle, 
opposite Greek and Korean ambassadors’ resi- 
dence. 3 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, salon, dining 
room, family room, kitchen, telephone, indepen- 
dent central heating, garage, elevator. Yearly rent, 
v Call Tel: 666018 from 10:00 to 13:00 hrs / 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“The motivation seminar got everyone 
really excited. I think it was all that 
free coffee they gave us.” 
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AJANI 
EWELLERS 

Amra Hotel Shops. 6th Circle. Amman 
\Phone: 827118 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mka Argirton 


Unscramble these (bur Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four orrfrnary words. 


-HERBT 






01998 Him IMa Suntan, kic 
Mitya Rama. 


ENAKO 




r > 


DESAU 

B 


□ 



.... ^ 


NERRED 


nz 


* % 

^ > 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


~:«nrrm iTm 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Y&Sierday* I Jumbtes: KNAVE BALKY MULISH ORCHID 

I Answer. Clothes that make the man can also do this - 
BREAK HIM 


Peanuts 
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cious offices overlooking 
Nablus, fee designated eco- 
nomic capital of fee self- 
rule areas. 

Dr. Bataina said fee PSE 
would be ready to open by 
fee end of August. But a 
decision on fee official 
opening would be made by 
the Palestinian finance min- 
istry which will act as fee 
regulatory authority super- 
vising the PSE. 

Administrators estimate 
feat Palestinians living in 
the Arab World, North and 
South America and in 
Europe own more than $5 
billion in assets. Most expa- 
triate investment has gone 
into real estate in the Pales- 
tinian areas, reflecting con- 
cern over political instabili- 
ty. 

Feasibility studies show 
that about 60 companies 
which had sold shares upon 
founding operate in fee 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
wife a total market value of ■ 
over $700 million. 

Dr. Bataina, who worked 
for 10 years on Wall Street 
and served as an economic 
advisor to five prime minis- 
ters in Jordan, said be 
expected most companies 

(Continued on page 9) 


HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
SATURDAY, JULY 
13,1996 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) During fee day- 
time today, you have 
secret anxieties which 
could keep you from han- 
dling your career activi- 
ties well. Resist dwelling 
on them and later tonight 
you will be able to con- 
clude on some important 
project you have put 
aside. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) A close friend - 
ana a new fellow associ- ™ • 




i iT* 


ate might not be agree- 
able today and spoil plans 
you had made, however, 
stall for time until this 
evening when you will be 
able to meet wife some 
knowledgeable person 
and get all the answers. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Try not to get 
into any altercation today 
between a fellow associ- 
ate and a bigwig. Go qui- 
etly about your career 
activities and you will 
accomplish a great deal 
later this evening towards 
your success. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Ju- 
ne 22 to July 21) A fellow 
associate could disagree 
with someone you do not 
know today, however, 
don't take any sides or 
you could find yourself 
defending any adverse 5* ! 
decisions. Later this 1 
evening you 1 will find 
romance wife your mate 
favourable. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You want to have a i 
good time today, howev- - 
er; you just recalled a 
promise you made which 
must be fulfilled. Fulfill 
that obligation first and 
then later tonight you can 
have fun wife your loved 
ones and close friends. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Do not 
disagree today with any- 
one at home or in the 
ess world otherwise 
rsw could find yourself in; 

water-wife a fellow 
associate or your loved 
ones. This evening brings 
fine accord wife a fellow 
associate. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Forget 
that impulse to do some- 
thing radical today in fee 
outside world which *- , 
could affect your regular 
career activities. Later 
this evening you can go 
out on fee town wife 
some close friends and 
have a good time.' 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Making 
any changes where your 
present career activities 
are concerned today will 
not adapt to your benefit 
Later this evening will be 
good for staying in with 
your mate and loved ones 
and have some interest- 
ing c onve rsations. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21) It is best to wait until 
this evening for amuse- 
ments, since fee morning 
today is best spent per- 
fecting your talents, 
whatever they be in busi- 
ness or in some other 
activities which will get 
recognised by someone 
in authority. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) It is 
important you keep 
poised and smile more at 
home today so feat yoo 
do not invite difficulties 
there. Avoid disagree- 
ments involving some 
fellow associate and a 
bigwig or you could find 
yourself in the middle of 
a bad situation. 

AQLTARJUS: (Januaiy 

21 to February 19) This is 
not a good day for travel 
today, so get busy at 
reports ana statements 
which are important to 
handle and you will gain 
success from those in 
authority. Later this 
evening, plan to spend 
some time wife your 
loved ones. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Business and 
finances take up a good 
part of your time today, 
so make fee best of them, 
however, later tonight 
you will get a feeling of 
satisfaction for tasks 
well-completed which 
wih get recognition from 
some bigwig. 

Birthstone of July: 

Ruby — Tiger’s Eye 
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Palestinians prepare stock exchange 

(Continued from page 8) 


that are capitalised at 
$500,000 or more to be list 
ed on the stock exchange. 

He said be expects an 
annual trading volume of 
up to $60 million in the first 
two years, which would 
climb to its normal level by 
the end of die decade. 

Dr. Bataina said the Pal- 
estinian National Authority 
and local governments wo- 
uld be able to issue bonds 
which will be traded on the 
PSE. 

The stock market would 
allow a multi-currency trad- 
ing system enabling com- 
panies capitalised in differ- 
ent currencies to be listed. 
Investors would be able to 


transfer profits abroad, be 
said 

Dr. Bataina said that at 
least 10 investment groups 
bad already contacted the 
PSE to inquire about the 
rules and regulations of set- 
ting up brokerage compa- 
nies. He said he expected 
up to 15 brokerage compa- 
nies to be accredited with 
the stock exchange within 
two-three years after the 
exchange opened. 

Dr. Bataina p lans to 
recruit Palestinian traders 
and administrators working 
at stock exchanges around 
the world to help ran the 
PSE. He says the exchange 
would create 500 jobs in 
the emerging securities sec- 
tor. 


Feasibility studies pre- 
pared by PADICO were 
made together with the 
World Bank and the Pales- 
tinian Ministry of finance. 

A blueprint of a securities 
law prepared in consulta- 
tion with international legal 
experts will be presented to 
the Palestinian Legislative 
Council for approval before 
the stock market begins 
operations. This law will 
govern the monitoring of 
the stock exchange. 

“The market will be open 
to all and information will 
be available to everybody. 
We will monitor the exc- 
hange, and so will the Pal- 
estinian Authority, dealers 
and investors,” be said. 


Eurotunnel traffic soars in six months 


PARIS (AFP) — Eurotun- 
nel, the Anglo-French gro- 
up nearing a crucial dead- 
line for a multi-billion dol- 
lar rescue package, has 
offered shareholders and 
creditors some positive ne- 


ws on its operations. 

The company said that in 
the first half of the year, the 
number of cars using Euro- 
tunnel's shuttle service to 
cross the English Channel 
jumped S9 per cent from 


the same period in 1995 to 
854,174. In June, shuttle 
traffic, including cars and 
buses, reached 183,752 
vehicles, the highest level 
since the opening of the 
tunnel, it said. 
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784 


3811 


.:f.“ 

391.65 

1865 

J ' i*6 : 

785 


Period -1 - -3- -6- ' -9 - 1 

C’ncy Month Months Months Months /car 


USD 

:W 

JPY 

FRF 

r'CHF- 


531 

0.40 

X65 


556 

0.46 

%*? 

X73 


5.75 

! :Wy 

0.56 


3.82 


IMS 


Ja-02 


0.77 

3^4 


1.00 

4.08 
. X75 " 


MNIIJ Month*).. 

*7365-' 

"7375' 

IITL 

8.79 

8.77 

830 

837 

834 | 



Main Equity Indicies 












NewYort 

DOW JONES 

$48027 

SI7934 

5543.07 

552034 

3.73 

-4027 

' iyewyodt . 
London 

jSWfeSKK, 

641.13 . 

64L09, 

64734 

645.6?. 

. -s 

■434' 

FT-SE100 

37283 

37153 

3745.8 

3749 

-035 

-20.7 

: Tokyo ■. 

' NDikjE225' 

! h: 'a 

215583 

210O7.X 

218926. 

:t -1-08 .. 

:236:i3 

Pa Hi 

CAC40 

205035 

204733 

206831 

2073.66 

2.11 

-23.11 

Frankfnrt : 1 

.'-DAX 

*' 254426' • 

2544.16 

2561-65 

U7554 

-121 

■3128 


* JOD Cross Rates 


Coffee (c/Ib*) 

127.08 

Spot 

Cocoa Lofton) ' 

■1433 

. Spot 

Sugar (S/tnn) 

370 

Spot 

Wheat p/ton) 


..:.sp9* . 

Soya (c/lbs) 

24.95 

Spot 

C:Te4i(*lgftg) ; 


• spot 

Barley (S/bsh) 

339 

Spot 

' .:'Rlct (S/1 on) '■ 

.:,V, '.ibo'- ' 

:.f:\:3pot y. 



kM3M 

KSill 

US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

' GB Sterling 

1397S 

1.103 . 

DE Mark 

0.4634 

0.46S7 

. CH Franc 

03606 

03634. 

FR Franc 

0.1369 

01376 

: : JP Yen. / 


.06429 

NL Guilder 

0.4129 

0415 

?:W: ?... 

.^O&l 

'tt»4CT 


Source: Central 


Bank of Jordan. 



a* DA JAN I 

JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 


Amra Hotel Shop^p 
6th circle, Amman > • 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
, Fax: 810520 , 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professional QraUityl in 
1 Hour Servire 


Develop your coknir film at 
our shop and get:- 


• JUMBO photo 
lb* 30% Uurpor 


• Prom onlorpo- 
mont 20 x 30 cm 


ShDeiianLa.Qn. Grindlaji* 
Bask. Phone: «M 042 

Swcfich tel: 823891 




ICAL ESTATE 


FOR 
I REIN! 

I Uduxc Villas 


I Deluxe.' Villas 

?-0 

■) Appaumcnts 
in Amman 


Fbr details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


DOUAI r 


non a out 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 


Shmeisani 

Tel. 693399 



^ WE SEND 
> FLOWERS 
WORLD WIDE 


! 


( Interflora Membership ) : 
* Fresh & Dry Flowers 
Production & Designs 



. J Um Uthainah 
Madina M. Street 

Telefax :( 811395 y 



Vi 


HappHfraM 5 


‘pa&iuxie 

Soap* & Salad* 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 A.M- 1 AJM 
TeL 857199 
Fax 898537 


Umm Uthaina 
belilnd San Rock 
Hotel 


OT1 MOTH. 


OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING 


* TENNIS COURT 


1 health club 


• SAUNA a JACUZZI 



Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 





m 


Abdoun - Tel: 319564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 


REAX 

ESTATE 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

(bybuk) 


FOR 

RENT 

THE 

nuvYssmu. 

VISY 

A 

A LOUER 
PER 


AFFTORE 

MANY 

TOJUS 

& FLATS 

VILLAS^ 

FLATS 

TEL 1 82 




RjB&tcMtncuU. 


1 Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 



For Res. S12997 - Si-1116 
Mecca St. Daoud Center 


Weed Fire 

Roasted Chicken 


DELICIOUS SANDWICHES 


Hitha wood thobmakM it good. 

Abdullah GheahB «L 
naxt to Jaber Gcmplaa 
Mohlla: 07820431 
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Germany aiming to 
remain third on medal list 


FRANKFURT (AP) — Four 
years ago in Barcelona, in its 
first Olympics as a reunified 
nation. Germany placed third 
in the medal table. The goal 
for Atlanta is to do as well. 

Germany's unified team 
collected S2 medals. 33 of 
them gold. The unified team 
of athletes from 12 former 
Soviet republics topped The 
standings with 112, while the 
United States finished with 
10S. 

Since there will be no uni- 
fied team in Atlanta. 
Germany could do even bet- 
ter than in 1992, if it can fend 
off Russia and surging China, 
which was fourth in 1992. 

“i hope that we can be ■ 
equally successful in Atlanta 
as in Barcelona,” said 
National Olympic Committee 
president Walther Troeger. 

“We have good chances in 
equestrian, fencing, rowing, 
canoeing, field hockey, 
swimming and track and field 
events," Troeger said. 

Those are traditional 
German strengths. 

But perhaps the strongest 
German contender among 
479 athletes traveling to 
Atlanta will be tennis star 
Steffi Graf, who will compete 
in her third Olympics. Her 
male compatriots. Boris 
Becker and Michael Sdch, 
who won the doubles gold in 
Barcelona, are not compet- 
ing. 

“Olympics are always 
something special, and you 
can win a medal only every 
four years." said Graf, who 
won gold in 19SS in Seoul 
and silver in Barcelona. 

Graf comes to Atlanta in a 
year in which she’s already 
won her seventh "Wimbledon 
singles title and her fifth 
French Open championship. 
Her gold medal rival could be 
Monica Sdes. 

" Anke Huber, the second 
German singles player, could 
also hope fora medal. 

German reunification in 
1990 raised hopes that by 
tapping the well of east 
German talent, the nation 
could even get ahead of the 
United States and Soviet 
Union/Russia/unified team in 
the medal haul. 

That has not entirely hap- 
pened. and Germany's repu- 
tation was further tainted by 
revelations of widespread 
doping in east Germany. 
However, the German team 
remains a formidable force 
packed with medal hopefuls. 

In Athletics, Germans are 
favourites in several field 
events. 

Lars Riedel is a top con- 
tender in the men’s discus, as ' 
well as ilke Wyludda in the 
women's discus and Ascrid 
Kumbemuss in the women’s 



Germany’s Steffi Graf 
shot put 

Heike Drechsler has been 
battling injuries this year, 
after failing to medal in either 
the long jump or the hep- 
tathlon at last year's world 
championship. But if she 
regains her fitness and con- 
centrates on only one event, 
she could still retain her long 
jump Olympic title. 

Dieter Baumann can hardly 
hope for another miracle in 
the 5,000. 

This time, the Kenyans are 
unlikely to allow themselves 
to be surprised by the 
German as they were in 1992 
when he clinched the gold. 

Heike Henkel won’t be 
there to defend her high jump 
gold medal after giving birth 
to a child and battling 
injuries. But her successor. 
Romanian-born Alina 
Astafei, is a top medal 
prospect. 

Florian Schwarthoff has 
already beaten Colin Jackson, 
set a German record of 13.14 
seconds and could be among 
the medallists in the men’s 
1 10-metre hurdles. 

Uta Pippig, a three-time 
Boston Marathon winner, 
will be among the stars of the 
women’s marathon. 


In swimming. German 
women, some of them sur- 
vivors of the east German 
system, are expected to do 
better than men. 

Franziska Van Almsick. 
who won two silver and two 
bronze medals in Barcelona 
and became one of 
Germany's top sports stars, 
wiH compete, in 100 and' 200 
freesfflle, although she was 
beaten in the German triaJs in 
the 100. 

Dagmar Hase will defend 
her 400-freestyle title, while 
Sandra Voelker will chal- 
lenge for gold in the 50. 

Boxing, fencing, cycling, 
rowing and equestrian events 
could also produce medals 
for Germany. Nicole Uphoff- 
Becker, a four-time dressage 
gold medallist, was not 
selected for the German team 
but a special ruling by the 
International Riding 

Federation will allow her to 
compete as an individual. 

In team sports, Germany's 
women should be among the 
U.S. team's main rivals for 
the title in women’s soccer, 
while the men’s hockey team 
could be a dark horse. The 
men’s soccer team failed to 
qualify. 


Kipketer set to lose Olympic battle 


ATLANTA (R) — World 800 
metres champion Wilson 
Kipketer looks set to lose his 
banle to compete in the Atlanta 
Olympics after a long-running 
row over his nationality. 

The Kenyan, who ran the 
fastest 800 in 11 seasons at a 
meeting in France on 
Wednesday, represented his 
adoptive Denmark at the 1995 
world championships in 
Sweden. 

But he has yet to gain Danish 
nationality and under Olympic 
rules must race for Kenya, 
which he has so far refused to 
do. 

Loc Director-General 
Francois Carrard said on 
Thursday that the Danish 
Olympic Committee had asked 
the IOC to let Kipketer run 
under the Olympic flag. The 
IOC’s executive board was 
expected to discuss the request 
on Friday. 

He said the Danes were com- 
paring Kipketers’ case with 


that of Yugoslav athletes who 
competed at the Barcelona 
games four years ago as ‘inde- 
pendent Olympic participants’’ 
despite United Nations sanc- 
tions against their country. 

But Carrard said he did not 
agree with the comparison — 
where the Yugoslav athletes 
were victims of wider political 
circumstances beyond their 
control. Kipketer had chosen 
to change his nationality. 

“When an individual is 
changing circumstances for a 
number of reasons, personal 
and so on, the situation is obvi- 
ously different." he added. 

The IOC's juridical commis- 
sion met on Wednesday to dis- 
cuss the Danish request and 
one of its members, Swiss IOC 
member and lawyer Denis 
Oswald, said on Thursday its 
recommendation to the execu- 
tive board was that Kipketer 
could only race as a Kenyan. 

Oswald said the commission 
members could not find any 


provision in the charter that 
would allow Kipketer to run. 
“The first rule about participa- 
tion is that you have to be a 
national of the country you are 
competing for." Oswald said. 
“It is unfortunate, of course, 
because he is a good athlete 
and he would like to compete. 
I don't know what the execu- 
tive board will decide but from 
our point of view, if we start 
making that kind of exception 
it might lead to abuses.” he 
added. 

Oswald said another prob- 
lem was that the rules of the 
International Amateur Athletic 
Federation (IAAF), which let 
Kipketer run for Denmark at 
last year's world champi- 
onships, conflicted with those 
of the IOC. Whereas the IOC 
considered Kipketer a Kenyan, 
under IAAF rules he could 
only compete at Atlanta if he 
ran for Denmark. 


Bulls 
player 
injured in 
Olympic 
exhibition 


HAMILTON, Ontario (AP) 
— Chicago Bulls forward 
Toni Kukoc, a key to 
Croatia’s basketball medal 
hopes in the Atlanta 
Olympics, broke his left 
thumb in an exhibition 
game against Can ad a - 

Kukoc, injured midway 
through the first half of 
Croatia’s 82-72 victory, is 
expected to play in tbe 
Olympics, Croat head 
coach Petar Skansi said. 

“Maybe we can put 
something on it,” said 
Skansi, adding the break 
was between the knuckle 
and the tip of tbe thumb. 

Kukoc also was opti- 
mistic about playing in 
Atlanta. 

“It’s OK, I’m fine,” said 
Kukoc, tbe NBA’s sixth 
man award winner last sea- 
son after averaging 13.1 
points, 3.5 assists and 4.0 
rebounds. 

He sewed six points in 
nine minutes of the game 
which included a small 
shoving match that nearly 
turned into a bench-clear- 
ing brawl with about six 
minutes remaining. 

Toronto Raptors forward 
Zan Tabak was 9-for-9 
from the field and led 
Croatia with 23 points. 
Martin Keane led Canada, 
which did not qualify for 
the Olympics, with 15 
points. 

The Croatians are sched- 
uled to play Canada again 
on Thursday night in 
Barrie, Ontario, before 
leaving for Cincinnati and 
a week-long training camp 
■ before the ' Atlanta Gaines. 


Johnson 
wants rival 
Jackson in 
top form in 
Atlanta 

LONDON (R) — World 
high hurdles champion 
Allen Johnson wants Colin 
Jackson to find his old 
form at the Olympics, even 
though be knows it could 
cost him the gold medal. 

Tbe 25-year-old 

American succeeded tbe 
injured Jackson as world 
champion last year and has 
won their three meetings so 
far this summer. 

Johnson, who runs his 
last race before the Atlanta 
games at the London Grand 
Frix meeting on Friday, 
said: “I miss not running 
against the old Jackson. 

*1 don’t know what is 
wrong with him. Maybe it 
was the injury — or specu- 
lation about this and that. 

“I just want him to get his 
form back. I enjoy the 
competition. With Colin 
going well, we could go 
under tbe world record." 

World record holder 
Jackson is already l a the 
United States. Another 
Briton. Tony Janett, should 
provide Johnson with some 
stem opposition at Friday's 
Crystal Palace meeting. 

‘it’s disappointing Colin 
won’t be around,” Johnson 
said. “But Tony will be as 
tough as usual to beat 
“He runs from wire to 
wire. No matter what you 
do he is always there, bit- 
ing at your heels.” 


Jordan Times, Saturday, July 13, 1996 


First Palestinian Olympic 
team heads for Atlanta 



GAZA CITY (AP) — Flashing “V” 
for victory signs, die first Palestinian 
Olympic team set off Thursday for 
Atlanta, bubbling with excitement 
despite their faint hopes of bringing 
homea medal. 

“This is a victory for all 
Palestinians, because it is the first 
time Palestinians can take part in the 
Olympics,” Runner Majed Abu 
Marahil said as he kissed his brothers 
and father good-bye at the Olympic 
committee office in Gaza city. 

Abu Marahil, a guard at PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat’s Gaza head- 
quarters, will compete in the 10,000 
metres at the Atlanta Games, which 
open July 19. 

‘1 will be very happy when I hold 
the Palestinian flag alODg with the 


other athletes,” Abu Marahil said 
Thursday. “I hope that next time 
more Palestinians will participate in 
the Olympics.” 

.Filling out the fledgling team are 
Ehab Salameh, a 21 -year-old 
Palestinian policeman who will com- 
pete in tbe 5,000 metres and Rashed 
Judah, also 21, a boxer from 
Jerusalem who lives in England. 

Judah is already training in tbe 
United States. 

Abu Marahil, Salameh and eight 
Olympic officials drove in a 
Palestinian police car to tbe Rafah 
border crossing with Egypt 

They are to spend two nights in 
Cairo before leaving early Sunday 
for Atlanta. 

“Our victory is to raise the 


Palestinian flag along with the flags 
of all the world,” said Sadi Haqoura, 
spokesman for the Palestinian 
Olympic Committee. 

“This is a political and athletic vic- 
tory.” 

Abu Marahil, who has had to con- 
tinue working as a guard because the 
Palestinian Authority cannot afford 
stipends for its athletes, has a best 
time in the 10,000 of about 30 min- 
utes, almost 3 1/2 minutes slower 
than the world record. 

But he said earlier that bis goal is 
not to win, but to help change tbe 
negative association the world has 
had of Palestinians since the mas- 
sacre of 11 Israeli athletes by 
Palestinian terrorists at (he 1972 
Munich Olympics. 


i Mi* * 



Huge security operation protects games 


ATLANTA (R) — The 
Atlanta Olympics has 
received threats but none 
serious and security chiefs 
said on Thursday they were 
confident terrorists would 
not strike. 

Tens of thousands of secu- 
rity personnel, including 
2,000 police officers from 
around the world, will be 
patrolling tbe games, ever 
mindful of tbe 1972 Munich 
massacre of II Israelis by 
Palestinian extremists. 

“We have no indicadon of 
any terrorist threat against 
tbe games at this point,” 
said FBI spokesman Woody 
Johnson. 

Intelligence is a high pri- 


ority but he refused to be 
drawn on whether interna- 
tional or home-based 
extremists were a bigger 
threat 

The attack on U.S. Forces 
in Saudi Arabia as well as 
the Oklahoma City and 
New York World Trade 
Centre bombs have put 
security chiefs on foil alert 
on both fronts. 

“We are actively pursuing 
any information within the 
rules of law that might indi- 
cate a threat to the games,” 
Johnson added. 

About 10,000 athletes 
from 197 countries will be 
easily outnumbered by 
those guarding them in an 


operation organisers said 
was costing “hundreds of 
milli ons of dollars”. 

“We have had some 
threats but at this point we 
have had no credible 
threats,” said Gary 
McConnell of state 
Olympic Law Enforcement 
Command (SOLEC). 

Nothing is being left to 
chance. When two men 
were found allegedly mak- 
ing pipe bombs in rural 
Georgia 90 miles (150 km) 
from Atlanta, an Olympic 
connection was assumed 
and investigated until it 
could be ruled out 

An Olympics security 
officer was shot in the chest 


by a stray bullet and two 
guards narrowly escaped 
injury when a stolen car 
ploughed through a security 
checkpoint last week. 

But organisers keep insist- 
ing that Atlanta, which has 
one of tbe highest crime 
rates in tbe United States, 
will be the safest place on 
earth for the centenary 
games from July 19 to*j 
August 4. 

Security personnel will be 
highly visible and intention- 
ally so but Olympics securi- 
ty chief Bill Rathbum 
pledged it would not be “sti- 
fling, overwhelming or 
offensive". 
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Olympic sprint champion Linford Christie (left) and Canada’s world champion Donovan Bailey arrive in a tight 
photo finish in the 100 metres event at the Nice Grand Prix, July 10. Bailey was given the victory after the photo 
finish with both men recording a time of 10.17 seconds (Reuters photo) 


Tour de France 

Chepe Gonzalez wins 11th stage 


VALENCE (R) — Chepe 
Gonzalez's unexpected win 
in Thursday’s 11th stage of 
the Tour de France came as 
welcome relief for 
Colombian cycling which 
has fallen on hard times 
recently. 

“It’s the most important 
win of my career and an 
enormous surprise." the 
twice winner of the tour of 
Colombia said after scoring 
his first significant victory 
outside his country. 

The 27-year-old, whose 
frill name is Jose Jaime 
Gonzalez Pico, escat 
from a group of eight ric 
in the last kilometre to take 


tbe day’s 202-kra stage to 
Valence. 

“Tn the last climb, I wasn’t 
feeling too good and I was 
afraid I might fall back," be 
said. “Then I started to 
believe I could win because 
I knew the other guys would 
not watch out for the little 
Colombian." 

Cyclists from Colombia 
shoi to prominence in the 
1980s and shone in the 
world’s greatest cycle race 
thanks to their ability in the 
high climbs. 

Lucho Herrera, fifth in the 
tour in 1985, and Fabio 
Parra, who finished third 
three years later, became 


idols at home and dozens of 
Colombian journalists trav- 
elled to France every sum- 
mer to follow the race. 

Then there was Alvaro 
Mejia, who' was fourth in 
1994 but has disappeared 
since. 

“Nobody knows where he 
is.” Motorola team director 
Hennie Kuiper said. “It’s a 
pity. He was a great rider 
and the oniy Colombian I 
knew who fared well 
against the clock. He was a 
potential tour winner." 

While European cycling 
has evolved dramatically 
over the past few years the 
Colombians, with gifted 


riders but limited means, 
were unable to follow. 

As the sport declined, 
sponsors retired and two**; 
Colombian teams — Cafe 
de Colombia and Varta — 
collapsed. 

The Glacial team, whose 
leader Nelson Rodriguez 
won a lour stage in 1994, 
still exists but was not 
selected for this year’s race. 

Only five Colombians, all 
with Spanish side Kelme, 
entered the race this year 
compared to 26 in 1986. 

‘7t’s hard to find sponsors 
and the press has been very 
severe with us ” said 
Gonzalez. 
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Mel Gibson & Sophie Marceau .... in 

BRAVEHEART 

winner of 6 Academy 
Awards 

Shows: 12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 9:00 


sp§sip 

win 



Layla Elwi.Jn 
Ya Dunya Ya Gharami 
(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Toy Story 

5:00 p.m 


CONCORD “1” 

Mel Gibson & Sophie Marceau .... in 

BRAVEHEART 

winner of 6 Academy Awards 

Shows: 1:00, 5:00, 8:30 - 
““'CONCORD *2” 
BRAVEHEART 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 9:30 {Him duratlon-3 hours) 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 

6251 55 - 640155 


aid. 

* a . , 

. , , P ]I ch." 

( 1 : i 






1 e,e Phonei l * *‘ ai E e Batanw 
Lme Annual Rent 


Wished 


fpon Reguest F 

fjL crested i 
After 4 . __ | 




,Urdi S I.! V 



lOIyn, 

' Atlant 




rtt 


Jordan limes, Saturday, July 13, 1996 


ft 

Of tit .. 

mm 


X 



A*. 

s 

fcfcsr •%. 


• 



®E8 fit 


1 » 

Siu •- 

fi&fc 

i*.t t- 



i m 

bat* 

ms 

fa** 



m 



— ... 


a 


Marlins beat Braves in 
Boles’s managerial debut 
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ATLANTA (R) — Greg 
Colbnmn drove in three 
runs and Kurt Abbott, after 
failing to bunt, hit a two- 
run homer as the Florida 
Martins held off the Altan- 
ta Braves 9-8 Thursday, 
making John Boles a win- 
ner in his managerial 
debut 

Boles replaced Rene 
Lachemann as manager, of 
the Marlins on Monday. 

. “This was just a case 
where the players went out - 
and played with tremen- 
dous intensity,” Boles said. 
“There’s so much that 1 
don’t know, the guys on 
the bench (coaches) 
deserve all the credit” 

John Burkett (6-8) 
allowed three runs and 
eight hits over five innings 
for the win. Robbnen, the 
sixth Marlins pitcher, gave 
up one run in the ninth but 
notched his 18th save. 

The Braves battled back 
to get within 6-5 on Mark 
Whi ten’s two-run homer in 
the seventh. 

But in the eighth, Abbott 
pinch-hitting for pitcher 
Donn Pall, hit his fourth 
home run for an 8-5 lead. 

“I just told myself you 
need to get a base bit after 
I was unsuccessful on the 
bunt attempt” Abbott said. 

‘1 was just trying to put it 
into play and get a base hit 
When you put the good 
pan of the bat on the ball, 
good dungs happen.” 

Atlanta starter Steve 
Avery (7-8) left the game 
due to a recurring muscle 
injury on his left side after 
recording just two outs in 
the first Avery, who was 
charged with one run on 
three hits, has lost four of 
his last five decisions. 

“1 felt OK warming up, it" 
was just a little stiff but 
nothing unusual,” Avery 
said. “I felt I was throwing 
OK, hut then on die first 
focolbrunn, I felt ja,. 
*painrand then mer-' 
IteheS'dfter that Vas- 
the same feeling.” 

At - Colorado; Dante 
Bichette hit a three-run 
homer with two outs in the 
bottom of the 10th to rally 


the Rockies to an 8-5 vic- 
tory over the San Diego 
Padres. 

Bichette, who went 4- 
for-6 with two runs, five 
RBI and two steals, drilled 
his second pitch from 
Trevor Ho ffman (5-3) over 
the centre-field wall for his 
18th home run. 

Bruce Ruffin (4-3) 
worked two scoreless 
innings. 

■ The Rockies rallied for 
three runs in the bottom of 
the ninth against Hoffman, 
who suffered his fifth 
blown save. 

In Chicago, Jamie 
Navarro threw a five-hitter 
and Ryne Sandberg hit a 
three-run homer to cap a 
four-run first innin g as the 
cubs blanked the Sl Louis 
Cardinals 6-0 for their 
third straight victory. 

Navarro (7-8) did not 
allow an extra-base hit, 
walked two and struck our 
four. 

The Car dinals remained 
in a virtual tie with Hous- 
ton atop the Central Divi- 
sion with their second con- 
secutive loss. 

Cardinals starter Dono- 
van Osborne (8-6) took the 
loss. 

In Los Angeles, Ramon 
Martinez allowed two 
earned runs in eight 
innings and Chad Fonville 
and Todd Hollan dsworth 
had two RBI each as the 
Dodgers beat the sAn 
Francisco Giants 8-3. 

By winning for the sixth 
time in eight games, the 
Dodgers moved into a tie 
with San Diego atop the 
NL west The Giants suf- 
fered their sixth straight 
loss and 16th in 18 games. 

Martinez (7-3) snapped a 
personal two-game losing 
streak, giving up three runs 
and four hits. 

In Cincinnati, Denny 
Neagle allowed three runs 
over 6 1/3 innings and 
Charlie Hayes delivered a 
two-run single as the Pitts- 
burgh Pirates took a 5-3 
victory over the Reds. 

Neagle (9-4) outduelled 
Reds starter John Smiley 
(8-7), the pitcher for whom 


he was traded in 1992. 

Pirate relievers Ramon 
Morel, Francisco Cordova 
and Dan Please allowed 
one hit over the final 2 1/3 
innings while striking out 
six. 

In Montreal, Curt 
Schilling outduelled Jeff 
Fassero and combined 
with two relievers on a 
five-hitter as the Philadel- 
phia Phillies beat the 
Expos 3-2. 

Schilling (3-3) allowed 
one run and three hits over 
seven innings with three 
walks and nine strikeouts, 
winning for the first time 
in nine starts since May 
24. 

Ricky Bottalico retired 
all four batters he faced for 
his 21st save. 

Fassero (8-7) gave up 
three runs — one earned 
— in seven innings. He 
was victimised by a 
defence that allowed two 
runs with two out in the 
fourth (Hi a passed ball by 
Lenny Webster and an 
error by left fielder cliff 
flyd. 

Todd Zeiie homered for 
Philadelphia. 

In New York, Mark 
Clark allowed -four hits 
over eight innings and 
rookie Alex Ochoa added 
three hits, two runs and a 
pair of RBI as the Mets 
defeated die Houston 
Astros 8-2. 

Clark (9-6) won for the 
eighth time in his last 11 
starts. 

New York has won five 
of its last six games but 
lost closer John Franco, 
who injured his pitching 
hand attempting to field a 
grounder in the ninth. 

Doug Drabek (4-8) sur- 
rendered fiverahsjhdll 
hits ' in four innings; 
Drabek has allowed 11 
runs and 19 hits in 8 1/3 
innings against New York 
this season. 


Wales look 
for role in 
2006 

World Cup 
bid 


CARDIFF (R) — Welsh 
soccer adtaunikrators said 
on Thursday that they were 
hoping to talk to their Eng- 
lish counterparts about the 
possibility of playing a role 
in the bid for the 2006 World 
Cup. 

“Wales could never hope 
. to stage a World Cup on our 
own, we just haven't got the 
grounds. But we would love 
to be involved in one and 
I’m sure the Scots would 
- too,” said Brian Fear, presi- 
dent of the Football Associa- 
tion of Wales. 

“I am sure my council will 
be getting in touch with the 
FA. (Football Association) 
at some stage to discuss it,” 

“With Japan and Korea 
staging the 2002 World Cup 
jointly it has set a precedent 
and I would have thought it 
would be a great idea to get 
the whole of the United 
Kingdom involved,” fear 
added. 

The English , who hosted 
the World Cup in 1966, 
launched their bid after fee 
highly succcsful Euro 96 
competition in June and 
received immediate govern- 
ment support 

However, fee govern- 
ment's heritage department 
lua also granted 46 million 
pounds ($71.48 million) 
towards the modernisation 
of fee National Stadium in 
Cardiff and may be keen to 
spread some of the potential 
benefits from a Wood Cup. 

There is also the possibly 
that Scotland and Northern 
Ireland could come into the 
picture. 

A heritage department 
spokesman said:' “We 
wouldn’t want to pre-empt 
the FAvon4iow-they 'formu- 
late &esr bid, but we would 
acknowledge feat there are 
top quality facilities in all 
parts of fee U.K. and believe 
it would be possible to put 
together a four-country bid.” 


Jeter homer leads Yankees past Orioles 


BALTIMORE (R) — Derek 
Jeter’s two-run homer in the 
eighth snapped a tie and 
Jhnmy Key won his fourth 
straight as fee New York 
Yankees beat fee Baltimore 
• Orioles 4-2 Thursday in the 
opener of a crucial four- 
game series. 

Tioo Martinez hit a second- 
inning solo shot for the Yan- 
kees, who have won six of 
their last seven games to 
open a seven-game lead over 
fee Orioles in fee American 
league east New York has 
taken five of seven meetings 
this season, including all 
three ax Camden Yards. 

“We stayed tough," Yan- 
kees manager Joe Torre said. 
“Key for us was Jimmy Key, 
be pitched so well " 

Key (6-6) allowed two runs 
over seven inning s on six hits 
with three walks and two 
strikeouts. Over his last five 
starts, 32 2/3 innings. Key 
has gone 4-0 and surrendered 
only five runs and 27 hits for 
a 139 era. 

“I feel alive, I kept fee 
faith,” Key said, on fee 
comeback after shoulder 
surgery. ** My arm has 
responded, my velocity is 
there.” 

Jeter homered over the left- 
centre field wall to drive in 
Mariano Duncan, who sin- 
gled, for a 4-2 lead. 

“He threw me a fastball on 
0-2 and left it up a little bit,” 
Jeter said. ‘T waited my 
whole life for this. It put us 
in a position to win.” 

“I made a decent pitch," 
Mike Mussina (11-6) said. 


“He got to the ball and.hit it 
out of the park." 

Mariano Rivera worked a 
scoreless eighth and John 
Wetteland struck out the side 
in fee ninth for his Major- 
League leading 30th save 
and 21st in a row, extending 
his Major-League record 

In Seattle, Mike Holtz's 
wild pitch wife two out in fee 
bottom of the 12th scored 
Paul Sorrento and lifted fee 
Mariners past fee California 
Angels 5-4. 

Sorrento opened the 1 2th 
with a single, took second on 
a balk by Rich Monteleone 
(0-3). Second baseman Rex 
Hudler made a diving stab of 
a groundball to temporarily 
save the game. 

But one out later with Sor- 
rento on third Holtz bounced 
a 2-1 pitch off fee glove of 
catcher Pat Borders allowing 
Sorrento to score without a 
throw. 

Alex Rodriguez had a two- 
run homer and RBI double 
for Seattle. 

In Detroit, Reggie Jeffer- 
son had his third two-homer 
game (10 and 11) against fee 
Tigers this season and Roger 
Q emeus GPT his first win in 
nearly two months as fee 
Boston Red Sox pounded out 
an 11-4 win. 


John Valentin (11), Jose 
Canseco (27) and Mike Stan- 
ley (13) also homered for 
Boston, 6-1 against Detroit 
this season and 31-48 against 
fee rest of fee American 
League. 

Jefferson is batting .488 
(21-for-43) over his last 12 
games with five homers and 
16 RBI and has gone .609 
(14-for-23) against the Tigers 
this season. 

Clemens (4-8) gave up one 
run and three hits over seven 
inning s wife two walks and 
10 strikeouts for his first win 
smcemay23. • 

Bob Higginson spoiled 
Clemens’ shutout bid in fee 
sixth wife his career-high 
15fe homer. Melvin Nieves 
also homered. 

In Kansas City, Chris 
Haney pitched an eight-hitter 
for his fourth straight win 
and Kevin Young doubled in 
a run and scored another as 
fee Royals defeated fee 
Chicago White Sox 3-1 for 
their third consecutive win. 

Haney (8-6) allowed two 
runs, walked none and tied a 
season high with seven 
strikeouts. He has not walked 
a batter in four of his last six 
starts. 

Chicago played without 
star first baseman Frank 


Thomas, who went on fee 
disabled list before the game 
for the first rime in his career 
with a stress fracture of the 
long bone running from fee 
ankle to the toe. 

The injury ended Thomas’s 
consecutive games streak at 
346, second only to Balti- 
more’s Cal Ripken among 
active players. 

In Milwaukee, Juan Guz- 
man allowed three hits over 
seven innings and Charlie 
O’Brien homered twice in a 
game for fee first time in his 
career to lead the Toronto 
Blue Jays past fee Brewers, 
6-3. 

The Jays won for just the 
fourth time in 12 games. The 
Brewers lost their fifth in six 
games. 

Guzman (8-6) lost his 
shutout on a two-run homer 
to Jeff Grillo in the seventh, 
but won for the fourth time in 
his last five starts and low- 
ered his league-leading era to 
331. 

At Minnesota, Manny 
Ramirez hit his third career 
. grand slam and tied a career 
high with five RBI and 
Albert Belle homered (28) 
and drove in four runs, pow- 
ering the Cleveland Indians 
to an 11-7 victory over fee 
Twins. 



FIAT FOR SALE 

UNPAID DUTY 1993 FIAT CROMA, RED 
ROSE, FULLY LOADED, AUTO GEAR MIR- 
RORS AND WINDOWS, AIRCONDITION, 
MAINTAINED BY AGENT.. 

FOR MORE DETAILS 
CALL 829014 -821884 


FLAT FOR RENT 

IN AL- SWA1FEYEH 


5^^lSo?^3BS^Ivit!^argrBalconey , Central Heatup 
and Telephone Line Annual Rent Unfurnished Or 
Furnished Upon Reguest For Those 

Interested Please Call 

Atef After 4 : 00 p.m 820331 


Duty Free Range Rover For Sale 

Fully equipped 4.0SE Model 95. Zero km. 

Epsom green metallic and leather interior, automatic trans- 
mission, ABS, air bags for front 2 seats, alarm system 
Including remote control, EAS (air suspension), Alu. rims, 
electrical sun roof, tempomat, electrical window lifter (4 
doors), automatic klima, heating system for front seats, 
radio-cassette, antenna, speakers set, 8200 Motorola 
mobile telephone with GSM handy, including Mictrotac 
and booster GSM 900 MHz. 

** Price: JD 42.000 

Tel,; 616310, Mr.Amer 



Riddick Bowe slumps to the canvas as referee Wayne Kelly points Andrew Golota of Poland to a neutral corner 
in the fourth round of their fight July 11 at New York's Madison Square Garden. Kelly ruled Bowe had been hit 
by a low blow. Golota was disqualified in the seventh round after delivering a fourth low blow (Reuters photo) 

Brawls erupt after Golota 
disqualified vs. Bowe 


NEW YORK (R) — Brawls 
erupted inside and outside 
the ring Thursday after Rid- 
dick Bowe was declared the 
winner when Poland’s 
Andrew Golota was dis- 
qualified in the seventh 
round of their heavyweight 
bout for his fourth low 
blow. . 

. When 1 . refereei ■ _.Wayue • 
Kelly disqualified, the Pol- 
ish fighter, members of 
Bowe's camp jumped into 
the ring and stinted throw- 
ing punches at Golota. 
Soon the entire ring was 
filled wife people as the 
scene at Madison Square 
Garden turned into near riot 
conditions. 

It took about 15 minutes 
before order was restored 
and Bowe was escorted out 
of the ring. Golota had a big 
gash bn the back of his 
head. 

Loo Duva,Golota’s train- 
er who has a history of 
heart problems, was carried 
from ringside on a stretcher 
and wearing an oxygen 
mask. The 74-year-old vet- 
eran manager was staying 
overnight in New York uni- 
versity medical centre. 

Daughter-in-law Kathy 
Duva returned from the 
hospital to Madison Square 
Garden mid told Reuters: 


“He never lost conscious- 
ness. He’s talking. He's 
fine” 

She said members of 
main events, Golota’s pro- 
motion company, were 
looking at tapes with police 
and considering pressing 
charges against anybody 
they could identify. 

Bowe, a former world 
heavywei ght^ u ^ champion, 
was rocked repeatedly by 
Golota and may have been 
saved from just his second 
loss by the disqualification 
with 27 seconds left in the 
seventh round. 

Some of Golota’s most 
effective blows were legal, 
and some were not 

In fee fourth round of fee 
scheduled 12-round fight, a 
combination bad Bowe, 
now 40-1, wobbling back- 
wards and into the ropes. 

A few moments later a 
right from Golota, now 28- 
1, landed below the belt and 
Bowe dropped to one knee. 
Kelly took a point away 
from fee Polish fighter and 
Bowe got up and continued • 
after a 59-second delay. 

Late in fee sixth round, 
Bowe again was hart by a 
low blow and again the 
fight was stopped to allow 
him to recover. Kelly took 
away another point from 


Golota. 

After Golota’s second 
low blow of fee seventh 
round, with Bowe lying on 
his back, the referee called 
the disqualification. 

Hundreds of fans from the 
crowd of 11,252 stormed 
the ring, apparently led by 
Bowe fans and friends 
angered over the low blows 
and unaware the disqualifi- 
cation may actually have 
been saving their fighter. 

In a crowd wife a racial 
division between Polisb- 
American fans of Golota 
and black fans of Bowe, 
numerous fights broke out 
In one incident, a group of 
black fans kicked and 
punched a white fan as he 
lay- on thelloor. 

Police, scrambling to help 
the overwhelmed Madison 
Square Garden security 
staff, were seen pushed out 
of fee ring by fee brawlers. 

Riot police stood guard 
outside Madison Square 
Garden, but the scene was 
quiet. Mayor Rudolph Giu- 
liani came to fee garden but 
made no imme diate com- 
ment 

A police' spokesman said 
there were “multiple 
arrests,” although he would 
not comment further on 
how many. He said there 


“half a dozen cops injured 
at this time.” 

Bowe's promoter Rock 
Newman was in the middle 
of the fray in the ring. 

“I was never afraid for my 
life,” said Newman. “1 was 
worried about Bowe. He 
was in great pain and on the 
floor. He was lying 

defenceless on. the floor.” 
Added Newman: *T just 
went to cover Riddick. I 
had my head down, I don't 
know what the hell 

hapopened after that” 
Newman called Golota “a 
very nasty fighter,” and 
said: “His low blows were 
so flagrant that after the 
second ODe, I thought he 
would be disqualified. You 
can't let a fighter foul 
another one like that” • 
Madison Square Garden 
doctor Andrew Bazos 
reported “1 2 minor injuries, 
routine bruises and sprains. 
Seven were taken to St 
Vincent hospital for precau- 
tionary reasons.” 

Garden spokesman Chris 
Weiller said there would be 
no more information from 
arena officials or fight 
organisers until a Friday 
morning news conference. 


FOR RENT 

Fully furnished roof of 3 bedrooms with telephone, Al- 
Rabia area 

Conditions: Rent is for two years - JD 15 thousand per 
year 

Call Tel. 694010, 

Saturday after 2 p.m. and any time on Sunday 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished apartment for rent in Shmeisani, 
consists of 3 bedrooms, sitting & dining room, sepa- 
rate Tiving room, 3 bathrooms, fully equipped kitchen 
with telephone. 

Tel.: 702093 or 680148 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

High class, super deluxe apartment with tele- 
phone, intercom, airconditioned. 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, sitting room, kitchen & dining room. 

If interested please call 677985 / Fax 680342 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 




CPA (Certified Public Accountant) 

• Strong Command of Verbal and 
Written English. 

• Experience in Computerized Fi- 
nancial Moramtion Systems. 

• Strong Personality with good 
Communication Skills. 

Minimum experience 5 years . 



Banking ( Career Opportunities 


An International Commercial Banking 
Organization is seeking to employ young 
Jordanians to fill various positions as Junior 
Executive Staff. 

the applicants should have: 

- A University degree in Business, Economics, 
Accounting, or Finance. An MBA degree is a 
major asset, and is a pre-requisite for some jobs. 

- Graduation date between 1993 to 1996 preferred. 

- Personal Computer knowledge is a must. 

- Fluency in English, with good writing ability. 

- Ability to work with people. 

Applications along with a current Curriculum 
Vitae, and a passport size photo should be mailed 
to the following address: 


Career Opportunity 
P.O. Box 5055 
Amman - 11185 - Jordan 











i2 News 

Gulf war Arab allies 
meet today to discuss 
Iran, Mideast peace 


Jordan Times, Saturday, July 13, 1996 
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DUBAI (R.) — Foreign 
ministers of Egypt, Syria 
and the six oil-rich Gulf 
Arab countries will meet in 
Oman on Saturday for talks 
on strained ties with Iran 
and support for 
Damascus'sstand on the 
Middle East peace process. 

The two-day meeting in 
Muscat will also discuss 
Gulf security after a bomb 
killed 19 American soldiers 
in Saudi Arabia in June, 
officials and diplomats in 
the Gulf said 

“Saudi Arabia will brief 
the ministers on the bomb- 
ing and they will discuss 
security in the Gulf.” an 
Arab diplomat said. 

In addition to Saudi 
Arabia, the Gulf Arab states 
are Kuwait. Qatar. Bahrain, 
Oman and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

Along with Egypt and 
Syria, they formed the Arab 
backbone of the U.S.-led 
alliance that forced Iraq out 
of Kuwait in 1991. In the 
same year they formed their 
“Damascus Declaration” 
alliance. 

Diplomats said meetings 
of the eight countries deal 
more with Middle East 
peace, Iraq and Iran than 
with the objectives of the 
pact, which envisaged eco- 
nomic and political cooper- 
ation and an ambitious Gulf 
deterrent force. 

“They are expected to 


adopt the Arab summit deci- 
sions on the peace process 
and review (Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin) 
Netanyahu '5 comments in 
Washington.” one official 
said. 

Mr. Netanyahu reiterated 
in Washington this week his 
opposition to the Iand-for- 
peace idea, insisted on 
Jerusalem as a unified capi- 
tal for Israel and refused die 
setting up of a Palestinian 
state. 

Arab leaders were pushed 
by Mr. Netanyahu's election 
to hold a summit in Cairo in 
June, where they said they 
would reconsider conces- 
sions they made in five 
years of peace talks if the 
new Israeli government 
tries to change the terms of 
negotiations. 

“The ministers will sup- 
port Syria's demand for an 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights,” another 
official said. 

They are also due to dis- 
cuss Syria's efforts to mend 
ties between Iran and its 
Gulf Arab neighbours as 
well as Egypt. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq A1 Sharaa has 
recently visited Iran. 
Bahrain. Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia. He said Syria want- 
ed to improve ties between 
Iran and Arab states, partic- 
ularly Egypt. 

Syria. Iran's main Arab 


WFP appeals to Sudan to allow food flights 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — An estimated 700,000 people 
face starvation in southern Sudan because of Sudanese gov- 
ernment restrictions on international food aid to die war-rav- 
aged region., the U.N. World Food Programme said 
Thursday. “We can’t get food in there, and people are going 
to start starving,” WFP Director Catherine Bertini told 
reporters. “We are already seeing stick-like legs, bloated bel- 
lies and bair that is taking on the reddish hue. indicating seri- 
ous malnutrition.” Last September. Sudan baited the World 
Food Programme (WFP) from using C- 1 30 transport planes 
to deliver food to the south, where Christian and animist 
rebels have been battling the northern, Muslim-dominated 
Khartoum government since 1983. The government claims 
humanitarian groups have used planes to smuggle weapons 
to southern rebels. The United Nations and other organisa- 
tions have denied the claim. Some U.N. officials suspect the 
Sudanese government simply wants to prevent adequate 
food supplies from reaching rebel areas regardless of the 
cost to civilians there. 

TUrkey killed ‘many Kurd rebels in raid 7 

DH'ARBAKIR. Turkey <R) — Turkey’s military said on 
Thursday its planes had killed a large number of Kurdish 
rebels in a cross-border air strike into northern Iraq. The 
planes bombed the Bote camp in the mountains of northern 
Iraq on Wednesday and "a large number” of Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) rebels were killed, military headquarters said. 
“The separatists' ammunition dumps arid installations were 
destroyed.” the military said in a statement It said all planes 
taking pan in the operation returned to their bases after the 
raid against the camp where around 750 PKK rebels were 
based. Security officials in the southeastern Turkish city of 
Diyarbakir said groups of F- 1 6 jets had flown 15 sorties "into i 
Iraq from a base there. They said it was difficult to measure 
the number of rebel casualties. Turkish forces have often 
launched operations into northern Iraq, from where the PKK 
stages attacks into Turkey. Around 30.000 Turkish troops 
were unable to oust the rebels from the nigged region in a 
cross-border drive last year that lasted six. weeks. Some of 
Turkey’s Western allies criticised that operation. 

Afghan stepmother, son stoned to death 

PESHAWAR, Pakistan (R> — An Afghan woman and her 
stepson were stoned 10 death for incest in the rebel-held 
southern Afghan town of Kandahar on Thursday on the 
orders of an Islamic court, an Afghan official said. A 
spokesman for the official information centre at Kandahar 
told Raners by telephone the two convicts died shortly after 
spectators stoned throwing stones at them at central Eidgah. 
where Muslims hold prayer meetings. He identified the step- 
son as TuryaJey and declined to name the woman “for reli- 
gious reasons.” He said both were in their 20s. The two were 
caught engaged in sexual intercourse several days ago and 
confessed their crime before Islamic Judge Maulvi Said 
Mohammad, who issued the death sentence, the spokesman 
said. Kandahar is the headquarters of the Taliban Islamic 
militia, which controls most of Afghanistan and seeks to top- 
ple President Burhanuddin Rahbani's government in Kabul 
and enforce strict Islamic order in the war-shattered country. 

Guerrilla killed in South Lebanon 

MARJAYOUN. Lebanon (AP) — Hizbollah guerrillas 
attacked an Israeli-occupied border enclave in South 
Lebanon Thursday as their leaders declared they were unin- 
timidated by threats from Israel's new hard-line prime minis- 
ter. Security sources said a guerrilla was killed in the pre- 
dawn clash in the central sector of the occupied strip, which 
Israel calls a “security zone.” The sources, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said the 30-minute battle erupted when 
guerrillas attacked an outpost of the Israeli-backed South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militia near the village of Arab Salim. 
They fired mortars, rocket-propelled grenades and machine 
gunfire and the militiamen responded in kind. There was no 
immediate word of casualties among the SLA fighters, 
despite a Hizbollah communique that claimed the entire gar- 
rison had been “wiped out.” 
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ally, mediated between 
Tehran and Bahrain, which 
accuses the Islamic republic 
of being behind an alleged 
plot to topple its govern- 
ment. Iran denied the 
charge. 

Gulf Arab states have 
accused their neighbour of 
interfering in their internal 
affairs and voiced concern 
over its arms programme, in 
an unusually strong attack 
on Iran. 

The ministers were not 
expected to take steps to 
revive the alliance, which 
diplomats had over the 
years declared as dead. 

Shortly after it was 
formed, the military aspect 
of the pact was said to be 
unnecessary and a face-sav- 
ing formula that allowed 
bilateral military coopera- 
tion was adopted. It came to 
nothing. 

The Gulf states now have 
defence agreements with 
big powers like the United 
States, France and Britain. 

Egypt and Syria were to 
benefit from a S10 billion 
fund to be set up by the Gulf 
states, but it did not materi- 
alise. Diplomats say howev- 
er the Gulf states had each 
given millions of dollars in 
loans at favourable interest 
rates or grams to both Arab 
states in appreciation of 
their Gulf war role. 

Netanyahu 
does not 
‘rule out’ 
meeting 
Assad 

NEW YORK (R) — fcraeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu said on Friday 
that he would not rule out pri- 
vate meetings with Syrian 
President Hafez Assad if the 
Syrian leader was willing. 

Mr. Netanyahu, asked on 
the Fox TV “Good Day NY” 
show whether any private 
meetings with President 
Assad were likely, replied: 
“Well. I would not rule 
them out at all if we had the 
oppurtunity to do so. But as 
you know, so far Mr. Assad 
has been reluctant to have any 
direct contacts, with my pre- 
decessors and myself." 

The hardline Israeli leader 
was on his first visit to the 
United States since his elec- 
tion as prime minister in May, 
having had talks in 
Washington with President 
Bill Clinton and met other 
political and business leaders 
in New York. 

In Jerusalem on Friday, the 
newspaper Maori v quoted 
Mr. Netanyahu as telling the 
U.S. Senate foreign affairs 
committee that the starting 
point for peace talks with 
Syria was each side's demand 
that it keep the strategic 
Golan Heights. Israel's previ- 
ous government suspended 
talks with Syria after Islamic 
militant suicide attacks in 
February and March in which 
59 people were killed. The 
talks have yet to resume. 



■ . _ , ‘ •• '»**•• 



THE UKRANfAN TALLSHIP XEPCOHEC SAILS NEAR BREST: The Ukranian tallship ‘Xepcohec’ seen off 
the coast of Brest under full sail as some 2,500 boats gather, Friday prior to the opening of BREST 96. More than 
2 million visitors are expected to attend the July 13-20 gathering of sailing boats of all sizes (Reuters photo) 

Some U.S. troops to shift in S. Arabia 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Some U.S. troops in Saudi 
Arabia will be moved to 
more secure locations as a 
precaution following last 
month's truck bomb attack 
in Dhahran. the Defence 
Department said on 
Thursday. 

“It’s quite clear that there 
will be some movement to 
some place. I do think there 
will be some movements of 
some troops," Pentagon 
spokesman Ken Bacon said 
at a briefing. 

Mr. Bacon said plans for 
the transfer were not com- 
plete so be could not say 
how many troops would be 
shifted. There are about 
5,000 U.S. servicemen in 
Saudi Arabia, mostly mem- 
bers of the U.S. air force. 

The June 25 blast killed 
19 airmen at a housing com- 
plex in Dhahran. A bomb 
last November in Riyadh 
killed five Americans. 

There have been reports 


that many of the troops 
would be moved from urban 
areas in Saudi Arabia to 
more remote bases. 

Mr. Bacon said U.S. 
forces in Saudi Arabia and 
the Mideast remained on a 
high state of alert against 
another attack. 

The State Department said 
on Wednesday that the U.S. 
embassy in Saudi Arabia 
had received reports sug- 
gesting there could be fur- 
ther attacks on Americans. 

Asked if U.S. officials 
expected another attack. Mr. 
Bacon said there were 
strong concerns about one. 
He said the Defence 
Department was aware of 
the same reports as the state 
department. 

Mr. Bacon dismissed as 
wrong a Washington "Post 
report on Wednesday that 
top Pentagon officials had 
been warned about security 
problems at the Khobar 
Towers complex in a June 


17 intelligence report 

“It was not a security 
alert It was a summary of 
protective steps that Saudi 
officials bad taken in 
response to security obser- 
vations made by U.S. and 
Saudi officials in recent 
months,” Mr. Bacon said. 

He refused to release the 
full classified report but 
said it contained a summary 
of suspicious incidents that 
had taken place at the com- 
plex since April, when four 
men were beheaded by 
Saudi Arabia for the 
November bombing. 

‘It (the report) did not 
suggest that new actions be 
taken,” Mr. Bacon said. He 
said the incidents included 
sighting of suspicious men 
and vehicles near the com- 
plex. He' said 130 security 
improvements had been 
made at Khobar Towers 
since the Riyadh bombing 
including additional barriers 
and increased patrols. 


Turkey’s premier Erbakan 
visits Muslim heartland 


KONYA. Turkey (R) — 
Turkey’s first Islamist prime 
minister. Necmettin Erbakan, 
returned to his roots on Friday 
at a triumphant reception by 
thousands of the faithful in the 
conservative Muslim heart- 
land. 

“We have been treated like 
the black sheep of the family 
for being on the side of the 
people. That’s ail over now." 
Mr. Erbakan told a flag-wav- 
ing crowd on a visit to the 
devout central city of Konya. 

Mr. Erbakan, dressed in a 
white suit, toured the city in 
an open air pick-up truck gar- 
landed with flowers. A motor- 
cade of several hundred vehi- 
cles tooted their horns as 
onlookers applauded and 
shouted Islamist slogans. 

His Welfare Party, wary of 
upsetting the secularist major- 
ity. lost month discouraged 
street celebrations in Ankara 
after a coalition deal gave the 
Islamists their greatest share 
of power in modem Turkey's 
history. 

Mr. Erbakan, in an alliance 
with a pro-Westem party, has 
so far charted a moderate 
course. He has promised to 
protect democracy and pre- 


serve Turkey's close ties to 
Europe and the United States. 

He has backtracked on a 
vow to scrap a military deal 
between Turkey and Israel 
but residents of Konya, a drab 
Islamist bastion on the 
parched Anatolian plains, 
gave fuel to critics who say 
Mr. Erbakan is biding time 
until he can introduce radical 
Islamist changes. 

“It’s a breakthrough that 
Welfare can get into govern- 
ment despite all the obsta- 
cles.'' said businessman 
Dervis Cavus. 33. "But it is 
not enough, he can only get 
his way if he comes to power 
on his own." 

“If Israel keeps on killing 
children he will sort them 
out," said a bearded follower 
with an Islamist-style skull 
cap who identified himself 
only as Mustafa. 

Mr. Erbakan, a perennial 
Konya member of parliament, 
kicked off his bid for power in 
1969 as an almost unknown 
Islamist independent 

In general elections last 
December, he won 21 per cent 
of the vote nationwide — 
mote than any other party — 
and is seeking to garner fur- 


ther support with populist 
policies. 

Mr. Erbakan, 69, gave 7.5 
million public employees and 
pensioners a 50 per cent wage 
rise this week and promised 
bonuses for the staunchly sec- 
ularist armed forces. 

Generals who staged a coup 
in 1980 to end left-right street 
fighting had cited a rowdy 
Islamist rally led by Mr. 
Erbakan in Konya as the last 
straw that made them inter- 
vene. 

“Our great cause of libera- 
tion began in Konya 27 years 
ago,” Mr. Erbakan told a 
crowd before attending Friday 
prayers in the packed 16th 
century Selimiye Mosque. 
Worshippers, listening to a 
sermon, got on their feet to 
applaud as he entered. 

Konya was the first city 
council captured by Welfare 
in 1989 when the party was on 
the fringes of Turkish politics. 

The party now controls 
around 400 municipalities, 
many of which have a reputa- 
tion for efficiency and putting 
religious zeal in second place 
to improving neglected public 
amenities. 


But Saudi officials had not 
approved a U.S. request to 
expand the security perime- 
ter around the complex 
from 100 to 400 feet (30 to 
90 metres). 

Mr. Bacon said Defence 
Secretary William Perry did 
not see the June 17 report 
but was aware of the securi- 
ty concerns. 

But Senate intelligence 
committee chairman Arlen 
Specter told a news confer- 
ence he wanted Mr. Perry to 
explain why he did not 
order preventive action after 
reading the report or explain 
why he did not see it. Mr. 
Specter, a Pennsylvania 
Republican, has questioned 
whether Mr. Perry should 
resign because of the bomb- 
ing and said, That question 
is looming a little larger as 
events are unfolding. But 
I'm not prepared to render a 
judgment yet I think we 
need to hear the secretary’s 
explanation." 

Yemen 
population 
reaches 
16.6 m 

SANAA (R) — The popula- 
tion of impoverished Yemen 
has reached 16.64 milli on 
people and would increase to 
19.65 million in year 2000, 
an official said in a statement 
published on Friday. 

“Yemen’s population by 
Thursday afternoon reached 
16.64 million people as a 
result of 3.7 per cent annual 
growth.” said Mohammad 
Ali AJ Haj. the secretary- 
general of the National 
Population Council. 

"The country's population 
is to reach 19.65 million by 
the year 2000.” he said in a 
statement published in A1 
Thawrah daily. 

Mr. A1 haj said the project- 
ed growth in population had 
"dangerous implications” 
because the authorities 
would come under pressure 
to boost services, roads and 
schools. 

Officials estimate Yemen is 
suffering from 100 per cent 
inflation and unemployment 
ranging from 30 to 50 per 
cent. 


Saddam reportedly foils another coup attempt 


CAIRO (AP) — Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein has report- 
edly foiled a fresh attempt 
by disgruntled military offi- 
cers to remove him from 
power, the latest in several 
bids since the end of the 
1991 Gulf war. 

Iraqi dissidents and Arab 
sources said Friday at least 
50 officers, including two 
commanders, were arrested 
last month on suspicion that 
they were preparing for a 
military coup to topple 
President Saddam. 

The dissidents, reached by 
telephone in neighbouring 
Jordan, said ali the suspects 
are Sunni Muslims and 
some of them are trusted 


officers from President 
Saddam’s hometown of 
Tikrit. 

A coup attempt also was 
reported by the respected 
Arabic daily A1 Hayat. 
However, it was impossible 
to independently confirm 
the seriousness of the 
planned overthrow or the 
number of arrests. 

The accounts of the coup 
attempt appear to provide 
further evidence of unrest in 
the Iraqi array, especially 
among Sunni officers who 
form the backbone of the 
army's command and the 
security forces. 

According to the dissi- 
dents, the conspirators were 


seeking support from senior 
army commanders. Among 
the officers reportedly 
arrested were Brig. Suhafl 
AI Adami, an army division 
commander, and Col. 
Adnan Ali Al Ta’i, a brigade 
commander in southern 
Iraq. 

Arab sources quoted 
Friday by Al Hayat said 
Gen. Hamid Shiban, a 
Tikrin and commander of 
the air force during the Iraq- 
Iran war. also was arrested 
but was later freed. 

The conspirators appar- 
ently wonted Gen. Shiban to 
be head of state, but he was 
able to convince President 
Saddam he had no knowl- 


edge of the plot, the uniden- 
tified sources told Al Hayat. 

Last week, a former head 
of army intelligence. Maj. 
Gen. Wafiq AJ Samarra'i. 
claimed that several 
Republican Guard officers 
were arrested on charges 
that they were planning to 
assassinate President 
Saddam and his two sons, 
Odai and Qusai 

Gen. Samarra’i, who 
went into exile last year, 
told the Arab media that the 
discovery of the plot 
prompted President Saddam 
to reorganise the elite force 
that protects him and his 
family. 

It was unclear if the assas- 


sination plot reported by 
Gen. Samarra’i and the 
coup attempt were the same, 
or they were separate con- 
spiracies. 

Al Hayat also reported 
that several members of the 
Al Nida clan from Tikrit 
were arrested recently on 
suspicion of activities 
against President Saddam's 
regime. The sources said the 
arrests may result from the 
Al Nidas' refusal to join in 
the killing of Gen. Hussein 
Kamel Al Majid. President 
Saddam’s son-in-law who 
was slain by fellow clan 
members earlier this year. 



World population 
could hit 9 billion 
in 2025 

MEXICO CITY (R) — The 
world’s population could 
swell to nine billion in 30 
years, depending on how 
hard countries try to curb 
population growth, the 
head of the U.N. Popula- 
tion Fund t UNFPA) said 
Thursday. UNFPA Execu- 
tive Director Nafis Sadik $ 
said during an event mark- 
ing world population day 
that the U.N.'s most opti- 
mistic population forecast 
was 7.6 billion by the year 
2025. with nine billion 
being the worst-case sce- 
nario. “The effectiveness 
of national policies and 
programmes and the inter- 
national community in 
addressing population con- 
cerns. In the next years will 
determine whether the 
actual population number 
is closer to the higher or 
lower end,” she told a news 
conference in this city of 
18 milli on people. Millions 
of women in the develop- 
ing world still did not have 
control over their own fam- 
ily planning decisions, a 
key part of the U.N. strate- 
gy to control the world’s - 
booming population, Ms. - 
Sadik said. “We need to 
educate girls just as we 
educate boys. Girls need 
the sense just as much as 
boys that they can do what 
they want with their life 
and their minds.” Ms. 
Sadik said. 
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Man’s death 
triggers tragedy 
of errors 

HANOI (R) — The death 
of an old man in central 
Vietnam triggered a series 
of accidents which killed 
BTs 1 wife, a young father 
and seriously ' injured’' six 
people, the Thanh Nien 
newspaper said Thursday. 
After Vo Lieu. 74, died of 
natural causes Wednesday 
last week, his children 
administered a drug to his 
wife to prevent her scream- 
ing at the funeral scheduled 
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for the following day. She v * Ja ?' 
died of an overdose before m. 
the funeral was held. A I 

joint funeral was then held fjw; 

but at the graveyard, a 
truck transporting the ]SI)baS 

coffins of Lieu and his wife • » 
careered out of control and 
crashed into the funeral 
procession, killing a 26- tl , 

year old man and injuring 3 . (| 

six undertakers. • * r 
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Beijing bans 
burials in precious 
farmland 


BEIJING (R.) — The JT 

Beijing city government 
has banned burials in pre- ^ . 
cious farmland and ordered 
that cemeteries be built [Z? 
only in areas where nothing 
will grow, the Xinhua 5.-^ 

News Agency said Friday. 

The standing committee of ^- 5 0 
the dry’s parliament, or 
People's Congress, Thurs- 1 

day passed the new rules, L. 

which will take effect from «tP1 

Oct 1. it said. The regula- ( feta 
tions were intended to pro- £1 » 
mote the reform of funerals 
and burials, protect land 
resources and advance 
“cultural and ideological 
progress” with detailed 
regulations on storing 
ashes and building ceme- iuj ^ 

teries. Cemeteries must be ^ | 

built on barren mountain ^ , 
sides or barren land and Stj. 1 ! 
may not be built on farm- Wi 
land, the rules said. By the ^ f 
end of 1994, there were 29 % , 

illegal cemeteries in 25 
suburban areas of Beijing 
occupying more than 40 
hectares (98.8 acres) of 
land, the China Daily said. 

Builders must get pennis- ^ 

sion from local govern- ^ 1 

ment departments before 
they can construct a ceme- % 
tery, it said. China strongly \ D 

encourages people to ere- \ ^ 

mate the dead, especially W 
urban residents, but most - 

people prefer to keep the 
ashes of their relatives in 
graves or cemeteries, ' 

despite an official cam- ,v a 

paign to scatter them in the 
sea to save land, 
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